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MIRAGE: 

music foe the masses 
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By Khafdoon Taba/a 
unri Ahmad Hunicld 

_ Special to The Star 

■nj^AEL ABU Nuvvur, Jamal 
Al-ruhcr and Khlalid Bayyni. 
Influenced by rock greats like 

f i0 ^* Bli “* Sabbath, 
Weep Puiplc and Jctliro Thull 

:;5*s^« b » ingc,h ° r ■» 

?.* b °°J hand callsng UieinseIves 
I he Miiilc;ij»s" Imforo they 
.("mu-,I Mi, agi/ ’fix years ago 
We were playing together since 
we were 1.1 years old, and we al¬ 
ways warned to form a kind, fi 
was our hobby and we did it hc- 

S a "*' w ™j«y«l it." Since Uien 
the hand s line up has changed 
frequently, with Wacl and Jamal 

, *he only original members 
today. 

Hie lack of equipment was a 
major problem that faced the 
prmip, at that lime not all the 
instruments we needed were 
available m Jordan, mid even 
those ayuiljhlc were not easily 
obtained. Jamal says, remcm- 
ocring tito.se early days, "we even 


had to borrow drum kits in our 
early school concerts". 

Concerts have always been 
landmarks in die history of Mir- 
ngc especially their debut. "We 
held our first concert as Mirage 
one year after the establishment 
»! the gnrup, at that lime we had 
recorded eight songs and broad¬ 
cast Imni Radio Jordan," Wacl 
says."it was a very brave move 
or us to hold a concert at the 
I alace- of Culture because we 
d am t have (he fain test idea 
ahum die muntvr of people who 
will attend this concert. If any at 
all. to their great surprise they 
were received by an audience of 
more than two thousand iieo- 
ple. I think licit was because wc 
were the first Jordanian band to 
write their own original English 
songs and play them live in con¬ 
cert," Wacl says. 

fhe kind tries to convey its 
own spirit in its work. "We want 
to write, meaningful, deep lyrics 
as wel l as good music. Of course 
d t ic lyrics lire very complicated 
.Hid the music very progressive, 


then the song 
will be restricted 
to intellectuals 
and won't reach 
the masses, so 
we try our best 
to avoid that 
while still keep¬ 
ing a certain 
standard... Take 
for example 
Teenager or 
Work (a song 
about the normal 
every day em¬ 
ployee)" Jamal 
says, "these 
sound funny to 
listen to, but at 
Hie same time 
have a good 
theme, I think that our lyrics 
have always been somehow 
spontaneous. At that time wc 
were young and just having fun, 
wc had nothing to loose but 
now, there is much at slake as 
were gaining fame- and reputa- 
ion s° wc arc becoming more 
set [-conscious and rational..." 
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The all-new Mercedes SL, 

sports-car exclusiveness 


Since si>orts-chk in the 

price range or DM 90-150 iliou- 
sand f„ rm less than I per 
cent of the total car market, mon¬ 
etae lure rs hale to invest in fre¬ 
quent re-designs. This makes en¬ 
gineers do their best to 
incorporate every possible tech¬ 
nological advance, so that ihc 
new design will have the longest 
possible lifespan. This explains 
Hie fact that the last Mercedes 

1970°™* W “ ,aunchcd hack *n 

Bui Uie new generation of lour 
valves per cylinder engines were 
introduced in the new SL. The 
three lure in-line six cylinder en¬ 
gine produces 231 hp in the 300 
“ L model, while the five litre VS 
in Hie 500 SL model cranks 326 

nW i i ,h S. l ™ fc E SL from 
O to 100 km/h m just 6.2 

seconds and to a top speed V\ 
of 250 km/li. if an ^ ls 
not enough then wait for the « 
“tOO hp 12 cylinder «30 SL 1 

VoSl 1 *° ** inifodl,ced in spring 

Well. Sjxirty | vr formal ice is 
n«>[ everything. Mercedes bis all 
M. models witli AUS (ann-hvk 

h ™ a s,J 'n<brd and 

•I rivy-link independent re;ir sus- 
peiisijins that provides long 
'heel travel, g<knl isolation 
inmi road harshness effectively 
giving the cor a ronn of passive 
rear-wheel steering for bciicr 
iMiitihng and trght munoeuvres 
M.s safety system is effective 
iind user friendly with a pair of 
airbags and seat bells ihm easily 
l»ull out of Hicir carrier and ad¬ 
just in lockstep with the head < 






McrCL ' dcs designers toiled 
tor more than a decade to pro- 
dwe a seat that provides comfort 
befitting the SL luxury status 

Jjj, n p^ ul lh ^ expense of crash 
protection Using computerised 
unite efemeru Lhat 
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by fadi taha 


divided tlw structure into 26000 
individual segments, engineers 
uimpilrtl wap of the stresses 
the- fnune would encounter from 
urive-lo-thc-comer-store to the 
worst-ctLse-scenario crush. The 
frame is rcmarktdily simple yet 

SS s by "* lou « h - -es 

Behind the bucket seals there 
is a hinged roll-over hoop made 
of steel tubing covered with pal-' 




yurethanc foam that can h» 
K‘ nd lowcred by pressing^ 

pension-travel aniff f , Sus " 

r 

pulhed ihe n fwo S S e a u rccdes has 

wind-in-hair S sa ^ 
one third 0 r ihe priM ^r f,"? 

4on? w j;^a.cf ; 
with here is exclnri?^ deabn S 
■«WV another swjj" 5 '™" 9 ® wf 


ics Song writing is a shared crea- 
aw Live process between Wacl and 
wc Jamal. "We don't argue about the 
in, basics of our song writing. We 
>uL have so many things in common 
as as Tar as music is concerned,’’ Ja¬ 
la- mal says, "Wc ciLher compose 
irc together or separately and the lit¬ 
tle differences belwccn us cn- 
nance our music," Wacl adds. 

■ . fne core of Mirage has always 

been Jamal and Wacl, but the 
numerous line-up changes espe- 
ciaHy regarding vocalists proves 
the description of an "open 
Jjroup Hiat Wael likes to give. 

-i Wa i s opcn for new 

II . . en , ts - but whoever wants to 

I pin has to satisfy our standards,” 
3 Wael says. "We like to experi- 
1 [Se n r L wllh different styles and 
j ( he cl ) an ge that occurred in Mir- 
i age always added colour and va- 
i "etyto our output,-Jamal says., 
ah^^ cnl pfoduction of Ar- 
f n b ‘ c “ n § s indeed a surpris- 

ind^lf raSl h C t l,,m 8e i" colour 

onenntf' Wh,C ^ pravod 10 
“ f „ lhe coup’s most success- 

Ah 2? vcs * Thcir song Tegool 

. gSHttaass 
I grysrias- 

I ^ ^ 

t Slep backwards, but 
i £ r ,fe °ur Arahie stuff 

: SKI 1 evcn more H«n our 
l hn ®. h ^ ngs - 1 think that we 
! [j? e explored new fields in Ara- 

1 of Se Says - ,,Th<! idra 
writing Arabic sonss existed 

ana we wrote, and screnrwi 

ssSy«i£ 

quaiitv^Th" ^bislication and 
Ahuiw w 0I L w e did Tegool :■ 
die riahi V fnr^ n ? W ^ we had 
didn" 8 exD^h U,a ’ ^“gh we . 
massivc a^Vn f° n i tq ** *a ' 
'hopes for ie“oTi b K- Weh ® d 

phasises 'Tiik Wnel Cjn*,; , 

y *711© Arabic, songs fed j. 


mal say: 
ring tot 
compote 
musical 
mails I 
are uric 
Kami) 
days. 

Bin c 
comprifl 
sic Ixt 
'spirit' 
roekVnjl 

;a- ' Wc ’ asi 

" nd rock band use the computt 

special manner. We crali 
y e sounds lor people. We srit 
on 'real' guitars and the spirit 

y a _ our music. The techiolq 

, sc merely a tool in the hand 
musician," says Jamal. 

In- Another field in which M 
was a pioneer is video* 
y S " Wc try to be unique in otf 

he os. Wc want them to foimi 

c- separable unit to convey 

cs tent of our songs in a sym 
in way,” Wael says. "Weifid 
c. nobody has done before an 
w faced many problems whtf 
to as musicians, arc not su3 
to deal with. When we dj 
i- video for 'Sarkha' we speotl 

id day in Whihdat search 

r- someone lo supply 
i- various generators. aw 1 
equipment wc needed,and* 
r_ day of shooting the gay * 
5_ show up and wc spsj[" 

ir scarcliing for his housc-i 
IC says explaining ihe djWj 
they arc sometimes faced" 
As to the group'sMVn 
11 Wacl reveals that Uiif| 

§ many songs that are.w 

“ being recorded, one JL 

® about the Inlifada^wM J 
r untitled, and another IMS 
j nian folklore song #1 
i We're also planning 
go for the Intifada 
, have been offered jPjjS 
certs in Dubai and ; j™ 
' "We have also been.W 

1 by two Egyptian reewa^ 

• nies with offers to jejm^ 
plete cassette whan 

| S1 ^Fanfe is nice," boi^ 
! Jamal agree, , 'PpPP I jS 
! .us in the^^stteet.^^ 

• cause we are a 
. and they, are 

says ■ proudly- I 

rOirepftheJbW?^ 

ta-WlfWS 

. proved that^ 

; Hat ■ 
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• Th« Government will con¬ 
duct high-level contacts with 
Gulf states in order to secure 
the conditions of Jordanian ex¬ 
patriates and increase their 
employment chances. A Yeme¬ 
ni delegation will arrive in Am¬ 
man early next month to sign 
employment contracts with 
Jordanian teachers, techni¬ 
cians, engineers and doctors. 

• Part-time employment will 
be implemented in government 
agencies shortly. The Govern¬ 
ment has asked the Civil Ser¬ 
vice Bureau to prepare lists of 
available jobs and conditions 
governing part-time employ¬ 
ment. 


• A study is being conducted 
to merge the Housing Corp. 
and the Urban Development 
Dept. The new body will be 
called the Housing and Urban 
Development Corp. 

• The Government has re¬ 
quested from a number of for¬ 
eign countries to supply it with 
details on systems used to 
count ballots by computers. 

• A former [hwf‘ 

undersecret b 1 

ary is a like- Wjt 
ly candidate pV 78 

for the posi- 

turn of the ' < ^yI 

director of 
the Arab 

Mining Cq„ MrAlTaHer 
which is va¬ 
cant since the former director 


MrAlTaHer 


Mr Thabet Al Taber became 
minister of energy and miner¬ 
al resources. 

• The ministries of health in 
the Arab Co-operation Coun¬ 
cil (ACC) countries are study¬ 
ing a proposal to issue an ACC 
health insurance card for their 
citizens. 

• The ministers of trade and 
industry of the ACC countries 
will meet in Amman on 24 
June. Trade and industry un¬ 
dersecretaries will meet on 22 
June. 

• Mu'tab University will es¬ 
tablish a technical college to 
provide technical courses and 
training needed in the south¬ 
ern region of the country espe¬ 
cially in the fields of mining, 
fertilisers and services. 


Tourism 
workshop to be 
held in July 

AMMAN (Star)--A three-day 
Tourism Marketing Workshop is 
scheduled to open in Amman on 
Sunday 22 July. The workshop 
will concentrate on strengthen¬ 
ing and improving the services 
sectors in Jordan which supports 
tourism. Representatives from 
local hotels, travel agents, tour 
operators and restaurants will 
participate in the workshop. In¬ 
ternational and domestic trans¬ 
portation services—air and 
land— will also be involved. 

The workshop is sponsored by 
the Private Services Develop¬ 
ment Project (PSDP). The work¬ 
shop is based on a professional 
training programme on market¬ 
ing and promotion of tourism. 



THE SECRET OF GETTING AIR CARGO 
TO AND FROM THE MIDDLE EAST 

is a *° and ^ the Mlddle “ ■“"* and 

« S W ? V "T ,0 ? ar,lan haS “ rgo fadllties at each °f Its destinations as well 
s^lo^n exclusively In the handling of cargo, be It perishables or general 
h pments. Our computerized system allows you to monitor where your cargo [sat anv 
time en route to Its Anal destination. 8 y 

the IOCaH ° n * Amma "- the “ nter of the network and the heart of 

rne ivuciaie East, and you have a cargo service that 

really makes a difference. And that's no secret. ^ ROVA1JORDANIAN. k&M 



FOCUS 

ON PARLIMENT 

By Ahmad Al-Hwlm 


• Deputies Thoqan Al 
Hindawi and Dr aJ 

°Y ed J A* A bbadi artb. 

volved in Intensive Z 
tacts with other demities 
aimed at forming tHl 
bloc in the Lower Houa. 
Dr Abbadi said the Tits 
task before the new bkx 

will be to take a stand on i 

number of issues m « 
the floor while co¬ 
ordinating with otto 
blocs in this regard. 

• Attempts to revive tit 
work of the National A t 
sembly bloc are ben 
launched among the Mod 
remaining members, afe 
three others left the bloc 
to hold ministerial por¬ 
tions. Members of the bVc 
met on Monday at Depot? 
Bassam Haddadin's office 
and they are expected to 
meet again during next 
week. 


• Deputy Abedl Munhn 
Abu Zant, who left for 
Libya as a member oil 
parliamentary delegate 
at the invitation of Ibt 
Libyan General National 
Conference, has expressed 
his wishes to his hosts to 
deliver a Friday sermon in 
one of Libya's mosques. 

• The High Council for 
Interpretation of the Con¬ 
stitution will hold Its sec¬ 
ond meeting this week un¬ 
der its chairman Mr 
Ahmad Al Lawzi, speaker 
of the Upper House. Tk 
council will study the con¬ 
stitutional articles related 
to the case of the Pru¬ 
dent of the Audit Bureau 
Dr Hnshem Al Dabbas,lo 
decide if the Lower How 
is allowed to discuss w 
retirement during ils Jj’ 
Iraordinary session or w*- 

• The National block¬ 
ed by Dr Abdallah Nwj 
will meet today, 
day, to discuss te “jj* 
bers position on p f 
tional Health fcslijj 
(NHI). The House J 
vote on a proposal to i 
band the NHI 
Legal Committee adopo * 
final resolution ay 
matter. A numb*** y 
bloc's member* 

they were for 

the NHI as tongf ®J 

ternative umbrella JJJ- 



Manufacturers discuss joint medicines market 


AMMAN (Star) — A threc-day 
seminar entitled 'Towards a 
joint Arab Pharmaceuticals Mar¬ 
ket” opened in Amman on Mon¬ 
day under the patronage of His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. The seminar, which was 
organised by the Arab Federa¬ 
tion of PharmaceuLicals and 
Medical Supplies Manufacturers, 
was attended by representatives 
of a number of local and Arab 
pharmaceuticals manufacturers 
and members of specialised 
Arab agencies and organisations. 

Deputising for Prince Hassan, 
Minister of Trade and Industry 
Dr Ziad Fariz told participants 
that Arab pharmaceuticals indus¬ 
try has a special role in the pro¬ 
cess of achieving a comprehen¬ 
sive Arab industrial base. He 
said, in a speech delivered on be¬ 
half of Prince Hassan, that the 
pharmaceuticals industry is a 
candidate for being a fast grow¬ 
ing industry because of its de¬ 
pendency on technology and 
trained personnel. He called for 
overcoming a number of chal¬ 
lenges including developing raw 
materials and concentrating on 
research and joint scientific de¬ 
velopment He also said that 
there is a need for creating an 
Arab classification of medicines 
and increasing co-operation 


among Arab countries while in¬ 
volving private and public sec¬ 
tors. 

Mr Nizar Jardanch, president 
of the Federation’s council, told 
Petra news agency the purpose 
of holding the seminar was to 
put forward a practical outline 
for the establishment of a joint 
Arab pharmaceuticals market to 
ensure security in the field of 
medicine supplies at a suitable 
cost. This, he said, can only be 
achieved if proper co-ordination 
and co-operation among various 
pharmaceutical industries can be 
created. 

He added that Jordan, Moroc¬ 
co and Egypt have gone a long 
way in achieving a formulativc 
stage of pharmaceuticals manu¬ 
facturing and these countries are 
now able to satisfy the great lo¬ 
cal demand for medicines. "But 
since most raw materials arc im¬ 
ported from abroad wc con never 
attain sufficiency in the field of 
medicines," Mr Jardanch said. 

Twelve papers have been pre¬ 
sented and discussed during the 
three days covering the basics 
and conditions that should be 
made available before a joint 
Arab pharmaceuticals market is 
established. 

Arab pharmaceuticals industry 
currently meets 34 per cent of 


Improved Terms!: Commodity Import Program (CIP) 

LjUiiidjuit aisj pliant ^ dUiii 

Attention: Private Sector Importers and Local Banks 

Improved terms are available for about $5 million in foreign 
wenanga financing under Jordan's Commodity Import Program 
(LIP). Private sector Jordanian Importers of U.S. mads or 
manufactured Items are approved for CIP Letter of Credit 
nnanclng on a first-come, first-served basis. 

This financing Is available at Interest rates ranging from 8 to 12 
per cent, Jordan Dinar downpayments as low as 10 per cent, 
"Knne balance payable in Jordan Dinars over periods as 

Attractive Deferred Payments!: 

J' n !? 5?° years for raw materials. 

, “P to three (3) years for intermediate goods. 

A up 10 fcHJ r (4) years for capital goods. 

Exchange Rates!: Payments In Jordan Dinar shall be 
£!*[ ‘h® exchange rate on the date most advantageous to the 
jnporter that occurs between the date of the Letter of Credit and 
Tr? o dat S 0 ,he 0111 of Lading. 

t*n?i? p ^ , J rT1port0r8 should make applications to their local 
and request CIP flnanolng. For additional Information, 
Jtoortere or banks may call USAID/Jortian at Tel. No. 604171 
2i*quest to talk with CIP Office Personnel. 



the Arab world's consumption, 
but ibis percentage varies from 
one country to the other. In 
Egypt it reaches 30 per cent 
whUe it is zero per cent in So¬ 
malia, said Mr Jardanch. He add¬ 
ed that Jordan's experience in 
pharmaceuticals industry has 
been a pioneering one since Jor¬ 
dan meets 30 per cent of its de¬ 
mand while exporting 80 per 
cent of its local production of 
manufactured medicines " which 
means that trade balance for 
medicines is in favour of Jordan 
which makes it unique among 
Arab countries,” says Jardanch. 
(See related story on page 9). 

Regarding the issue of pricing 
of imported medicines in Jordan, 
Mr Jardanch said an agreement 
between the Ministry of Health 
and local importers has been 
reached to rc-adjust the prices of 
all imported medicines in accor¬ 
dance with foreign exchange 
rates as of 2 June this year while 
introducing decreases ranging 
from 4 to 16 per cent on n num¬ 
ber of medicines of various clas¬ 
sifications. 

He also said that the agree¬ 
ment calls for keeping the price 
of local medicines as they arc 
despite- the losses bom by local 
producers because of the in- 



Participants in the seminar 


crease in the cost of imported 
raw materials which in tum in¬ 
creases the cost of production by 
50 per cent "But because local 


pharmaceutical industries now 
rely on exports they can cover 
these losses," said Mr Jardaneh. 
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SEND YOUR 

PARCELS TO 
THE UK 

WIN A GREAT PRIZE! 

Just caU us at DHL and we promise to collect your parcels 
for departure the same evening and deliver 
them to major cities in the UK within 2 
working days - OR YOUR MONEY BACK I 
With each parcel you send to the UK. you 
are entitled to enter e great competition, with 
the opportunity to use your skill and win a 
great prize. 

We handle shipments of any size provided 
no individual piece exceeds 30 kilos in weight. And we 
guarantee door to door delivery. DHL’s 20 years worldwide 
experience and 12 years in the Middle East, ensures 
swift and easy customs clearance ^ . 

with the minimum of documentation. [ 

So next lime, and every time you're K 
sending parcels to the UK, Iry 
the DHL guarantee for size. 

IF WE DON’T DELIVER OUR . 

PROMISE, WE DEUVER It FREE, 
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By a Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Tills year's Jerash 
Festival of Culture and Arts (II- 
27 July) promises to be mure or¬ 
ganised titan any of Lhe previous 
eight festivals, but it is also Lhe 
first w be held with no direct fi¬ 
nancial support from official or 
private parties. In fact the organ¬ 
isers, the National CommiLtcc 
for Jerash Festival, arc hoping 
that the festival will be able to 
survive the economic crunch and 
become almost self-sufficient. 
To do so and to cope with the 
absence of government subsi¬ 
dies, a major cut in the festival's 
budget has been implemented in 
an attempt to cut down the size 
of its budget deficit. This year's 
budget is expected to be around 
JD 100,000 down from an esti¬ 
mated JD 230,000 for previous 
festivals. 

But the Festival Director Mr 
Alertim Massaruch says this will 
not nffcct the diversity and rich¬ 
ness of this year's event. He . 
promises die estimated 150,000 
visitors a better organised, clean¬ 
er, colourful arid comprehensive 
cultural festival. 

lhe Armed Forces, Public Se¬ 
curity Dept., Jordan Radio and 
Television Cnrp. und Royal Jor¬ 
danian (RJ) arc still extending 
their services to the festival, but 
the administration has had to 
cancel its previous arrangements 
of offering free tickets and ac¬ 
commodations lo international 
cultural groups. This lias affect¬ 
ed (lie number of international 
groups willing to come to Jcrash, 
says Mr M&ssurucJi. But he adds 
that budget constraints in Euro¬ 
pean countries have also added 
to this problem where ministries 
of culture have less money to 
spend on subsidising tours of 
their national cultural compa¬ 
nies. 

"Now wo only offer free tick¬ 
ets to poets and critics, but inter¬ 
national cultural troupes, which 
pay their own way, ore compet¬ 
ing to participate in the festival 
simply because the festival occu¬ 
pies a unique position on the 
Arab cultural map," says Mr 
Massaruch. 

The participants do not make 
financial benefits from their par¬ 
ticipation in the Jerash Festival, 
but to be part of the festival is a 
"credit' 1 to them according to Mr 
Massaruch. 

But despite the financial con¬ 
straints on toe festival's pro¬ 
gramme, the organisers believe 
they have a strong infrastructure 
which could still attract visitors. 
Among the popular events with 
Jordanian and Arab visitors is 
toe Arab Poem Festival, which 
will be devoted to "The Arab 
Poem against the Invaders." 
Also some of the Arab world's 
well known critics will partici¬ 
pate in a scries of seminars on 
toe state of Arab literature and 


All set for Jerash '90 

Festival director promises a colourful 
event despite economic crunch 



Omieah folkloric troupe from Syria 


thought. 

Another popular event Liking 

K lacc during the festival is the 
andicrafis exhibition and the 
Jordanian book fair. "So the 
main structure of the festival is 
there, but there is no doubt that 
the number of participating 
troupes is less than previous 
years," says Mr Massarueh. He 
says his main concern was to 
preserve the festival and main¬ 
tain an acceptable standard de¬ 
spite the economic pressures. 

Bui he promises mis year’s vis¬ 
itors a more organised event 
which will be visible to those at¬ 
tending and participating in the 
festival's activities. 

Three separate entrances (one 
for diplomats and VIPs) have 
been established in addition to 
providing more parking space. 
Shacks selling various foods 
have been banned and the food 
catering responsibility has been 
awarded to the Marriott Hotel, 
which will run two serving are¬ 
as, one in a major restaurant and 
toe other (in a tent) will serve 
various snacks and drinks. An¬ 
other tent will house a traditional 
coffee shop with storyteller and 
a puppet theatre. The number of 
publtc toilets has been increased 
while major arrangements have 


even private sector parties. 

Regarding some public criti¬ 
cism against holding the festival, 
Mr Massarueh says the event is 
not held to spite any one in par¬ 
ticular, but it is an important cul¬ 
tural event and “we think that the 
overall festival activities have 
gained the trust and the backing 
of citizens." Still Mr Massarueh 
says that people have the right to 
evaluate and criticise some of 
the events that arc taking place, 
but he points Main lo toe fact 
that the Jerash Festival is one of 
the mechanisms of developing 



The Yogoslavian ftokloric troupe 
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been taken to ensure cleanliness. 

Mr Massaruch refutes allega¬ 
tions that the festival constitutes 
a financial burden on the coun¬ 
try. He says critics arc missing 
the point behind holding cultural 
Festivals since they arc not meant 
to make money in the first place. 
"One cannot apply a financial 
yardstick on culture, but we 
hope we can reach a stage where 
we can meet our expenses." He 
says he hopes that this year's fes¬ 
tival will be able to balance its 
expenditures in relations to its 
income. 

'Hie Jerash Festival, running in 
to its tenth year, is the only ma¬ 
jor cultural event in the region. 
Despite its previous organisa¬ 
tional and current financial prob¬ 
lems ii remains the most suc¬ 
cessful and colourful event in 
the area. In addition, Mr Massa¬ 
rueh says, one has to bear in 
mind that its timing, during the 
summer months, makes it the 
only cultural event of its kind 
which Arab and foreign visitors 
can attend this time of the year. 
Most of the festival's activities 
arc free of charge, while entry 
fee is still JD 1 for which the vis¬ 
itor is entitled to attend the poet¬ 
ry and literary events, the handi¬ 
crafts exhibition, the book fair 
and the daily cultural events at 
the Forum. Fees are charged on 
major events held at lhe South¬ 
ern amphitheatre in "order to 
keep the festival's wheels run¬ 
ning. 

. This year the festival’s admin¬ 
istration has embarked on an am¬ 
bitious plan to market the Jerash 
Festival in the Arab world and 
internationally. There are plans 
to hold additional cultural activi¬ 
ties after and before the festival 
in order to attract tourists from 
all parts of the world. The festi- 
: val committee is also studying 

proposals to record on film «jme 

of toe major events taking place 
during the festival and sell it in 


!»■ tesuval and self it u> 

Arab and other television sta- 
uops as a way tp diversify and 
increase die festival's income. J 
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culture in this country * 
should be judged as such. 

Mr Massarueh says ihsifc 
festival represents no foa 6 
the ancient Roman ruins of u 
rash. In fact, he says, the fcM 
has been one of toe mast am 
urni factors in publicising tt^ 
porlance of Jerash, h also ad®, 
cd official attention to lheneed 
to renovate and preserve Jeai 
and this is why, he says, fat 
are a number of expediuou 
working on the sites to 
and rebuild pans of the city Ifc 
toe northern theatre, which 
renovated will be used by Jr 
festival. 

As lo this year's main m 
lions the festival's program 
includes a number of Arab a] 
foreign participants indudej 
the Omieah folkloric tra$t 
from Syria, the Mevlcvi&ai 
group from Turkey, the Atov 
jan Ballet Group from theSofit 
Union, folkloric groups fnn 
Yugoslavia, Pakistan, Inii, 
Yemen and Jordan, in addnxa 
to classical and jazz m 
groups from toe United Sou 
(the Gary Burton Jazz Quota}, 
Poland (the Warsaw Acconlui 
Quintet) and a quartet fan 
France. 

Two popular Arab singer?, 
Amr Diab (Egypt) and NiH 
Shacl (Kuwait), will also paititi- 
pate in this year's festival, 
an Egyptian play (Cairo ft: 
based on a Najib Mahfouz uoul 
will be performed at the Soiifr 
era Theatre-, in addition Jordor:- 
an participation will be notice 
blc this year with a numbci d 
folkloric und theatrical trail* 
participating including the» 
dan National Folklore Troup 
toe Radio Jordan Orchestra a 
F uhais Singing Troupe, ihe w 
dan Armed Forces Band and » 
cr folk troupes. Jordanian ur> 
versiLies will be niakrng ■ 
presence through the Yannw 
Troupe for Arabic 
play by University of Sofrj 
and Technology studenii * 
number of children’s pig* J 
be performed during die few 
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Running a ' united ' Amman 

Municipality fights to keep head above waterline 


By a Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN - The Greater Amman 
Municipality (GAM) is looking 
with optimism at toe 1990s de¬ 
spite present economic difficul¬ 
ties, says Amman Mayor Mr Ali 
Suheimat. Mr Suheimat who 
presides over toe Four-year-old 
Council for toe Committee of 
the Greater Amman, promises 
the capital's over one million res¬ 
idents, a continuation of GAM's 
efforts to provide essential ser¬ 
vices, maintain and expand toe 
city's infrastructure while im¬ 
proving on toe city's urban look. 

The 51-member council will 
finish its mandate by toe end of 
this year, which is expected to 
be renewed. But Mr Suheimat is 
already contemplating a new 
strategy for running toe affairs of 
the city based on de¬ 
centralisation. "Greeter Amman 
is a united city of rural and town 
councils and in order to avoid 
negative aspects which result in 
short-sighted and un-co- 
ordinaied planning, it must re¬ 
main so," Mr Suheimat says. The 
present council now has presi¬ 
dents of rural and town councils 
on its board in addition to repre¬ 
sentatives of public and private 
sectors which provide important 
urban services to various parts of 
the city like electricity, water 
and sewage, telecommunica¬ 
tions, transport. The board even- 
las representatives from the 
chambers of trade and industry. 
Few years ago the government 
had hired an international con¬ 
sultancy firm to present a futur¬ 
istic study of the city's comprc- 
I hensive development. The firm 
and GAM worked together to 
study all aspects of Amman's 
present and future organisational 
needs and realities. The final re¬ 
port covering Amman's growth 
for the next 15 years until the 
year 2005, has been presented lo 
Mr SuheimaL who says its con¬ 
clusions, which were based on 
•^formation obtained in 1985, 
wll have to be amended because 
tfthe economic changes which 
“Rcted toe country since toe 
ofl988. Still there arc a 
number of recommendations and 
guidelines which will be studied 
D ys technical committee whose 
£Pprt will be reviewed by a 
^her committee chaired by 
mme Minister Mudar Badran in 
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its meeting next week. 

But Mr Suheimat's main occu¬ 
pation are proposals on how to 
run Amman during the coming 
years. An initial perception 
which rests on de-centralisation, 
calls for dividing the city into 
administrative councils with 
each council having its unique 
specification in terms of popula¬ 
tion, geographical location, bor¬ 
ders and us ability to perform as 
an administrative unit within the 
framework of GAM. Each local 
council will be run by citizens, 
who may be elected, in addition 
to appointed representatives of 
official departments which pro¬ 
vide the council with essential 
services. 

"As to toe Amman's council, it 
is composed of toe heads of 
these councils (who arc appoint¬ 
ed as council presidents by the 
government) in addition to the 
general directors of the services 
directorates and corporations and 
other representatives," says Mr 
Suheimat. "But these arc only 
ideas." Amman mayor is then 
chosen from among toe mem¬ 
bers of toe GAM council by the 
government. 

The proposed local councils 
will have powers in planning, 
zoning and budgeting under the 
supervision of the GAM's coun¬ 
cil, "As to joint and public pro¬ 
jects. it will be under the control 
of toe Greater Amman Munici¬ 
pality," says Mr SuheimaL 

While GAM's sources of in¬ 
come remain the same, coming 
mostly from various city and ser¬ 
vices taxes, the municipality is 
facing mounting budget con¬ 
straints for two main reasons. 
One is due to toe rise in the cost 
of maintenance, spareparts and 
raw materials while the other is 
GAM's debts and losses on a 
number of projects. 

The increase in operations and 
maintenance cosls will probably 
affect the standard of toe GAM's 
services. For instance "this year 
we set aside the same amount of 
money we usually set for insecti¬ 
cides, but while this money 
could buy 46 tons of pesticides 
in previous years, this year it 
only bought 14 tons," says Mr 
Suheimat. The same applies on 
the cost of cleaning toe city’s 
streets, maintaining its infra¬ 
structure or buying spareparts 
for GAM's automotives. 



"If we didn't have certain burdens related to servicing 
our loans and interests ....the municipality's income 
would be sufficient and would meet our ambitions. 
Mayor Ail Suheimat 


This year GAM will pay JD 
6.9 million to settle and service 
debts and interests and between 
JD 8 to 10 million for deprecia¬ 
tions. "Added lo this is toe huge 
number of employees we cur¬ 
rently have which we can do 
nothing about." Mr Suheimat 
says. 

To cope with these economic 
realities, GAM has initiated a ra¬ 
tionalisation programme aiming 
at saving money on fuel and 
equipment and stressing the need 
to maintain its fleet of cars, 
trucks and other heavy machin¬ 
ery at toe lowest possible cost. 
"Our deficit docs not constitute a 
heavy burden," says Mr Suhei¬ 
mat. "Our main concern arc 
loans and depreciations." 

In view of these realities GAM 
has had to review its previous 
plans and projects for the city of 
Amman. It had to reconsider its 
land possession policies and has 
decided to limit it as much as 
possible. In addition to this 
GAM has decided to forget alto¬ 
gether about its face-lift project 
in toe centre of downtown Am¬ 
man "for economic reasons." TTie 


project whose cost was f.jSuA 
estimated ill JD 4 million 
is now thought lo be "not 
urgent". Instead GAM ugalu 
will spend JD 134,000 to 
widen one of toe streets 
near toe old vegetable- 
marketplace in toe down¬ 
town area. 

But the municipality is 
also trying to move om of 
its financial difficulties 
by looking for commer¬ 
cial investments in order * 

to generate additional in¬ 
comes. "But this lime we 
will make sure that these I 

projects are financially re- \ * 
warding," say Mr Suhei- % 

mat. "We will not involve 1-==^ 
ourselves in projects that 
will yield even marginal profits." 
Previous GAM projects like the 
King Abdallah Complex and 
Gardens and toe Jubeiha Fun 
Fair city have been while ele¬ 
phant projects and the munici¬ 
pality is still bearing the burden 
of these projects. 

"If we didn't have certain bur¬ 
dens related to servicing our 
loans and interests and some 




land possessions the municipali¬ 
ty's income would be sufficient 
and would meet our ambitions in 
regard to providing services and 
improving the infrastructure," 
says Mr SuheimaL Meanwhile, 
GAM is doing its best to keep its 
head above toe waterline. Am¬ 
man's residents will have to sym¬ 
pathise and hope their city will 
remain a clean and tidy one. 
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By a Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN — This year's Jerash 
Festival of Culture and Arts (II- 
27 July) promises to be more or¬ 
ganised than any of the previous 
eight festivals, but it is also the 
first to lie held with no direct fi¬ 
nancial support from official or 
private parties. In fact the organ¬ 
ise re. die National Comm nice 
for /crash Festival, arc hoping 
that the festival will be able to 
survive the economic crunch and 
become almost self-sufficient. 
To do so and to cope with the 
absence of government subsi¬ 
dies, a major cut in (he festival's 
budget has been implemented in 
an attempt to cut down the size 
of its budget deficit. This year's 
budget is expected to be around 
JD 100,000 down from on esti¬ 
mated JD 250,000 far previous 
festivals. 

But the Festival Director Mr 
Akram Massarueh says this will 
not affect the diversity and rich¬ 
ness of this year's event. He 
promises die estimated 150.000 
visitors a better organised, clean¬ 
er, colourful and comprehensive 
cultural festival. 

Ihc Armed Forces, Public Se¬ 
curity Dept., Jordan Radio and 
Television Corp. and Royal Jor¬ 
danian (RJ) arc still extending 
their services to the festival, but 
the administration has had to 
cancel its previous arrangements 
of offering free tickets and ac¬ 
commodations to international 
cultural groups. This has affect¬ 
ed the number of international 
groups willing to come to Jerash, 
says Mr Massarueh. But he adds 
that budget constraints in Euro¬ 
pean countries have also added 
to this problem where ministries 
of culture have jess money to 
spend on subsidising lours of 
their national cultural compa¬ 
nies. 

"Now we only offer free tick¬ 
ets to poets and critics, but inter¬ 
national cultural troupes, which 
pay their own way, are compet¬ 
ing to participate in the festival 
simply because the festival occu¬ 
pies a unique position on the 
Arab cultural map." says Mr 
Massarueh. 

The participants do not make 
financial benefits from their par¬ 
ticipation in the Jerash Festival, 
but to be part of the festival is a 
"credit" to them according to Mr 
Massarueh. 

But despite the financial con¬ 
straints on the festival's pro¬ 
gramme. the organisers believe 
they have a strong infrastructure 
which could still attract visitors. 
Among the popular events with 
Jordanian and Arab visitors is 
the Arah Poem Festival, which 
will be devoted to "The Arab 
Poem against die Invaders." 
Also some of the Arab world's 
well known critics will partici¬ 
pate in a series of seminars on 
the state of Arab literature and 


All set for Jerash '90 

Festival director promises a colourful 
event despite economic crunch 



Omieah folkloric troupe from Syria 


thought. 

Another [lopular event taking 

E lacc during the festival is the 
andicrafts exhibition and the 
Jordanian book fair. "So the 
main structure of the festival is 
there, but there is no doubt that 
die number of participating 
troupes is less than previous 
years," says Mr Massarueh. He 
says his main concern was to 
preserve the festival and main¬ 
tain an acceptable standard de¬ 
spite the economic pressures. 

But he promises this year's vis¬ 
itors a more organised event 
which will be visible to those at¬ 
tending and participating in the 
festival's activities. 

Three separate entrances (one 
For diplomats and VIPs) have 
been established in addition to 
providing more parking space. 
Shacks selling various roods 
have been banned and the food 
catering responsibility has been 
awarded io the Marriott Hotel, 
which will run two serving are¬ 
as, one in a major restaurant and 
the other (in a tent) will serve 
various snacks and drinks. An¬ 
other tent will house a traditional 
coffee shop with storyteller and 
a puppet theatre. The number or 
public toileis has been increased 
while major arrangements have 



been taken to ensure cleanliness. 

Mr Massarueh refutes allega¬ 
tions that the festival constitutes 
a financial burden on the coun¬ 
try. He says critics arc missing 
the point behind holding cultural 
fcsuvals since they are not meant 
to make money in the first place. 
"One cannot apply a financial 
yardstick on culture, but we 
hope we can reach a stage where 
we can meet our expenses." He 
says he hopes that this year's fes¬ 
tival will be able to balance its 
expenditures in relations to its 
income. 

Tlie Jerash Festival, running in 
jo its tenth year, is the only ma¬ 
jor cultural event in the region. 
Despite its previous organisa¬ 
tional and current financial prob¬ 
lems it remains the most suc¬ 
cessful and colourful event in 
the area. In addition, Mr Massa- 
nich says, one has to bear in 
nund that its liming, during the 
summer months, makes it the 
only cultural event of its kind 
which Arab and foreign visitors 
can attend this time of the year. 
Most of the festival's activities 
.free of charge, while entry 
jee is still JD 1 for which the vis¬ 
itor is entitled to attend the poet¬ 
ry and literary events, the handi- 
cridts, exhibition, the book fair 
and die daily cultural events at 
the Forum. Fees are charged on 
major events held at the South¬ 
ern amphitheatre in "order to 
kcep^thc festival's wheels run- 

. T%is year the festival's admin¬ 
istration has embarked on an am- 
biiious njan io market the Jerash 
Festival m the Arab world and 
inicmauonally. There are jSn 
p hold additional cultural acidi¬ 
ties after and before the festival 
m order to attract tourists from 
all parts of the world. The fe$tL 

nm^ 0n ! m,ltee h studying 
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even private sector parties. 

Regarding some public criti¬ 
cism against holding the festival, 
Mr Massarueh says the event is 
not held to spite any one in par¬ 
ticular, but it is an important cul¬ 
tural event and "we think that the 
overall festival activities have 
Emned the trust and the backing 
of citizens." Still Mr Massarueh 
says that people have the right to 
evaluate and criticise some of 
the events that are taking place, 
but he points again to the fact 
that the Jerash Festival is one of 
the mechanisms of developing 


culture in this 

should be judged as such* * 
Mr Massarueh says ihy 
esuvali represents no 
tin. .melent Roman ruins oft?. 
rashMii fact, he says, the 
has been one of the most J 
Uini factors in publicising Z 

porumce of Jerash. It alaains,. 

cd official attention to the m 
to renovate and preserve ta 
and tins is why, he says, iW 
are- a number of expediikm 
working on the sites to renovs 
and rebuild parts of the city fe 
the northern theatre, which wha 
renovated will be used by tie 
festival. 

As to this year's main awx- 
tions the festival's program* 
includes a number of Arab cl 
foreign participants incluk 
the Omieah folkloric trap 
from Syria, the Mevlcvi San 
group from Turkey, the Ate 
jan Ballet Group from the Swa 
Union, folkloric groups Gw 
Yugoslavia, Pakistan, [ndu, 
Yemen and Jordan, in adduioa 
to classical and jazz mt 
groups from the United Sm 
(the Gary Burton Jazz Quito, 
Poland (the Warsaw Aceonfci 
Quintet) and a quartet from 
France. 

Two popular Arab singw. 
Amr Diab (Egypt) and KaU 
Shad (Kuwait), will also panic!- 
pate in this year's festival,* 
an Egyptian play (Cairo & 
based on a Najib Mahfouz rwul 
will be performed at the South¬ 
ern Theatre. In addition Jordam 
an participation will be now 
blc this year with a number i: 
folkloric and theatrical Wfl* 
participating including the Jff- 
dan National Folklore Troup, 
the Radio Jordan Orchestra. -H 
Fuhais Singing Troupe, die to- 
dan Armed Forces Band and fli¬ 
er folk troupes. Jordanian 
vcrsitics will be- making j 
presence through the Yarrow 
Troupe for Arabic Music aru i 
play by University of Stiff'* 
and Technology students- 
number of children’s plays «■ 
be performed during the f« u ' 
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Running a 'united'Amman 

Municipality fights to keep head above waterline 


By a Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN - The Greater Amman 
Municipality (GAM) is looking 
with optimism at the 1990s dc- 
sjrite present economic difficul¬ 
ties, says Amman Mayor Mr Ali 
Suheimat, Mr Suhcimal who 
presides over the four-year-old 
Council for the Committee of 
die Greater Amman, promises 
the capital’s over one million res¬ 
idents, a continuation of GAM'S 
efforts to provide essential ser¬ 
vices, maintain and expand the 
city's infrastructure while im¬ 
proving on the city's urban look. 
The 51-member council will 
finish its mandate by the end of 
this year, which is expected to 
be renewed. But Mr Suheimat is 
already contemplating a new 
strategy for running the affairs of 
the city based on de¬ 
centralisation. “Greater Amman 
is a united city of rural and town 
councils and in order to avoid 
negative aspects which result in 
short-sighted and un-co- 
ordinated planning, it must re¬ 
main so,* Mr Suheimat says. The 
present council now has presi¬ 
dents of rural and town councils 
on its board in addition to repre¬ 
sentatives of public and private 
sectors which provide important 
urban services to various parts of 
the city like electricity, water 
and sewage, telecommunica¬ 
tions, transport. The board cvcn- 
h J s representatives from the 
chambers of trade and industry. 
Few years ago the government 
had hired an international con¬ 
sultancy firm to present a futur- 
Bhc study of the city’s compre- 
5““^ wvetopment The firm 
Gam worked together to 
“udy all aspects of Amman’s 
prerent and future organisational 
^ and realities. The final rc- 
F covering Amman’s growth 

yCarS “ nlil U, ° 
^ 2005, has been presented to 
Mr Suheimat who says its con- 
. whi£ * were based on 
carnation obtained in 1985, 
Jrjve to be amended because 

chan fics which 
Since 

niimil 11 f 1 Still there are a 
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KfejS* will be studied 
^cchmcal commiucc whosc 
™ reviewed by a 
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its meeting next week. 

But Mr SuheimaL's main occu¬ 
pation are proposals on how to 
run Amman during the coming 
years. An initial perception 
which rests on de-centralisation, 
calls for dividing the city into 
administrative councils with 
each council having its unique 
specification in terms of popula¬ 
tion, geographical location, bor¬ 
ders and its ability to perform as 
an administrative unit within the 
framework of GAM. Each local 
council will be run by citizens, 
who may be elected, in addition 
to appointed representatives of 
official departments which pro¬ 
vide the council with essential 
services. 

"As to the Amman's council, it 
is composed of the heads of 
these councils (who arc appoint¬ 
ed as council presidents by the 
government) in addition to the 
general directors of the services 
directorates and corporations and 
other representatives," says Mr 
Suheimat. "But these arc only 
ideas." Amman mayor is then 
chosen from among the mem¬ 
bers of the GAM council by the 
government. 

The proposed local councils 
will have powers in planning, 
zoning and budgeting under the 
supervision of the GAM's coun¬ 
cil. "As to joint and public pro¬ 
jects, iL will be under die control 
of the Greater Amman Munici¬ 
pality," says Mr Suheimat. 

While GAM's sources of in¬ 
come remain the same, coming 
mostly from various city and ser¬ 
vices taxes, the municipality is 
facing mounting budget con¬ 
straints for two main reasons. 
One is due to the rise in the cost 
of maintenance, spare-parts and 
raw materials while the- other is 
GAM's debts and losses on a 
number of projects. 

The- increase in operations and 
maintenance costs will probably 
affect die standard of the GAM's 
services. For instance "this year 
we- set aside the same amount of 
money we usually set for insecti¬ 
cides, hut while til is money 
could buy 46 tons of pesticides 
in previous years, this year it 
only bought 14 tons," says Mr 
Suheimat. The same applies on 
the cost of cleaning the city's 
streets, maintaining its infra¬ 
structure or buying spareparts 
for GAM's automotives. 
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"If we didn't have certain burdens related to *™icuig 
our loans and interests ....the municipality s income 
would be sufficient and would meet our ambitions. 
Mayor AU Suheimat 


This year GAM will pay JD 
6.9 million to settle and service 
debts and interests and between 
JD 8 to 10 million for deprecia¬ 
tions. "Added to this is the huge 
number of employees we cur¬ 
rently have which we can do 
nothing about,” Mr Suheimat 
says. 

To cope with these economic 
realities, GAM has initiated a ra¬ 
tionalisation programme aiming 
at saving money on fuel and 
equipment and stressing the need 
to maintain its fleet of cars, 
trucks and other heavy machin¬ 
ery at the lowest possible cost. 
"Our deficit docs not constitute a 
heavy burden," says Mr Suhei' 
mat. "Our main concern are 
loans and depreciations." 

In view of these realities GAM 
has had to review its previous 
plans and projects for the city of 
Amman. It had to reconsider its 
land possession policies and has 
decided to limit it as much as 
possible. In addition to this 
GAM has decided to forget alto¬ 
gether about its face-lift project 
in the centre of downtown Am¬ 
man 'Tor economic reasons." The 


project whose cost was |pg||| 
estimated at JD 4 million SH 
is now thought to be not , ; 
urgent". Instead GAM am 
will spend JD 134,000 to | 
widen one of the streets H 
near the old vegetable ^7 
marketplace in the down¬ 
town area ...... \ 

But the municipality is 
also trying to move out of 
its financial difficulties , 

by looking for commer- y ... \ 
cial investments in order v 

to generate additional in- 1 

comes. "But this tone we J 

will make sure that ihe-se , & 

projects are financially re- \ I 

warding," say Mr Suhei- ,, 

mat. "We will not involve 
ourselves in projects that t| 
will yield even marginal profits. 
Previous GAM projects like the 
Kina Abdallah Complex and 
Gardens and the Jubciha Fun 
Fair city have been white ele¬ 
phant projects and the munici¬ 
pality is still bearing the burden 

of these projects. 

"If we didn't have certain bur¬ 
dens related to servicing our 
loans and interests and some 


land possessions the municipali¬ 
ty's income would be sufficient 
and would meet our ambitions in 
regard to providing services and 
improving the infrastructure," 
says Mr Suheimat. Meanwhile, 
GAM is doing its best to keep its 
head above the waterline. Am¬ 
man's residents will have to sym¬ 
pathise and hope their city will 
remain a clean and tidy one. 









































































By u Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN — This year's Jcrush 
Festival of Culture and Arts (II- 
2? July) promises lo 1« more or¬ 
ganised than any of the previous 
eight festivals, but il is also the 
first lo l>c held with no direct fi¬ 
nancial support from official or 
private parties. In Tael the organ¬ 
isers, the National Committee 
for Jerash Festival, arc hoping 
that the festival will be able to 
survive the economic crunch and 
become almost self-sufficient. 
To do so and to cope wiih the 
absence of government subsi¬ 
dies, u major cut in die festival’s 
budget has been implemented in 
an attempt to cut down the size 
of its budget deficit. This year’s 
budget is expected to be around 
JD 100,000 down from an esti¬ 
mated JD 250,000 for previous 
festivals. 

But the Festival Director Mr 
Akram Massaruch says this will 
not affect the diversity and rich¬ 
ness of this year's event. He 
promises the estimated 150.000 
visitors a lx iter orgunised, clean¬ 
er, colourful and comprehensive 
cultural festival. 

The Armed Forces, Public .Se¬ 
curity Dept.. Jordan Radio uud 
Television Coip. and Royal Jor¬ 
danian (RJ) arc still extending 
their services lo the festival, but 
the administration has had to 
cancel its previous arrangements 
of offering free tickets and ac¬ 
commodations to international 
cultural groups. This has alreel¬ 
ed the numlicr of in tenia tional 
groups willing to come to Jerash. 
says Mr Massaruch. But he adds 
that budget constraints in Euro¬ 
pean countries have also added 
lo this problem where ministries 
of culture have less money to 
spend on subsidising tours of 
their national cultural compa¬ 
nies. 

"Now we only offer free tick¬ 
ets to poets and critics, but inter¬ 
national cultural troupes, which 
pay their own way, are compet¬ 
ing to participate in the festival 
simply because the festival occu¬ 
pies a unique position on die 
Arab cultural map," says Mr 
Massaruch. 

The participants do not make 
financial benefits from their par¬ 
ticipation in the Jerash Festival, 
but to be part of the festival is a 
"credit" to them according to Mr 
Massaruch. 

But despite the financial con¬ 
straints on the festival’s pro¬ 
gramme, the organisers believe 
they have a strong infrastructure 
which could still attract visitors. 
Among the popular events with 
Jordanian and Arab visitors is 
the Arab Poem Festival, which 
will be devoted to "The Arab 
Poem against the Invaders." 
Also some of the Arab world's 
well known critics will partici¬ 
pate in a series of seminars on 
uie state of Arab literature and 


All set for Jerash '90 

Festival director promises a colourful 
event despite economic crunch 



Om/eah folkloric troupe from Syria 


thought. 

Another popular event taking 
place during the festival is the 
handicrafts exhibition and the 
Jordanian book fair. "So the 
main structure of the festival is 
there, but there is no doubt that 
the number of participating 
troupes is less than previous 
years," says Mr Massaruch. He 
says his main concern was to 
preserve the festival and main¬ 
tain an acceptable standard de¬ 
spite the economic pressures. 

But he promises this year's vis¬ 
itors a more organised event 
which will be visible to those at¬ 
tending and participating in the 
festival's activities. 

Three separate entrances (one 
for diplomats and VIPs) have 
been established in addition to 
providing more parking space. 
Shacks selling various foods 
have been banned and the food 
catering responsibility has been 
awarded to the Marriott Hotel, 
which will run two serving are¬ 
as, one in a major restaurant and 
the other (in a tent) will serve 
various snacks and drinks. An¬ 
other lent will house a traditional 
coffee shop with storyteller and 
a puppet theatre. The number of 
public toilets has been increased 
while major arrangements have 



been taken to ensure cleanliness, 
Mr Massaruch refutes allega¬ 
tions Lftat the festival constitutes 
a financial burden on the coun¬ 
try. He says critics are missing 
the point behind holding cultural 
festivals since they are not meant 
to make money in the first place. 
One cannot apply a financial 
yardstick on culture, but we 
hope we can reach a stage where 
we can meet our expenses." He 
says he hopes that this year's fes¬ 
tival will be able to balance its 
expenditures in relations to its 
income. 

The Jerash Festival, running in 
to its tenth year, is the only ma¬ 
jor cultural event in the region. 
Despite its previous organisa- 
uonal and current financial prob¬ 
lems it remains (he most suc¬ 
cessful and colourful event in 
the area. In addition, Mr Massa- 
nieh says, one has to bear in 
mind that its timing, during the 
summer months, makes it the 
only cultural event of its kind 
which Arab and foreign visitors 
can attend this lime of the year 
Most of the festival’s activities 
are free of charge, while entry 
fee is suli JD l for which the vis¬ 
itor n entitled to attend the poet- 

cvenls ’ hand ‘- 
lion, the book fair 
and the dailv cultural events at 
the Forum. Fees arc charged on 
major events held at the South¬ 
ern amphitheatre in "order to 
jW. 1 * 1 ® festival's wheels run? 

. year tho festival's admin¬ 
istration has embarked on an am- 
bitious plan to market the Jerash 
Festival ra the Arab world and 

There “s Plans 
to hold additional cultural activi¬ 
ties after and before the festival 
m order to aumet tourists from 

SLi *55 1 °f,. lhc y° rld - T hc ffi 


even private sector parlies. 

Regarding some public criti¬ 
cism against holding the festival, 
Mr Massarueh says the event is 
not held to spite any one in par¬ 
ticular, but it is an important cul- 
tural event and "we think that the 
overall festival activities have 
gped the trust and the hacking 
of citizens." Still Mr Massarueh 
says that people have the right to 
evaluate and criticise some of 
the events that are taking place, 
P, ut , h , e P°rats again to the fact 
teat the Jerash Festival is one of 
me mechanisms of developing 


culture in this country 

should be. judged as such. 

Mr Massaruch sa ys L , 

festival represents no ih^ 
the ancient Roman ruins of jJ. 
rash In fact, he says, the festival 
has been one of the most iron* 
lant factors in publicising the in. 
portancc of Jerash. It also anno, 
cd official attention to the need 
to renovate and preserve Jerash 
and this is why, he says, then 
are a number of expeditions 
working on the sites to renovate 
and rebuild parts of the city life 
the northern theatre, which wha 
renovated will be used by the 
festival. 

As to this year's main attrac¬ 
tions the festival's programme 
includes a number of Arab Mi 
foreign participants including 
the Omicah folkloric troupe 
from Syria, the Mevlevi Semi 
group from Turkey, the Alberti- 
jan Ballet Group from the Soviet 
Union, folkloric groups from 
Yugoslavia, Pakistan, India, 
Yemen and Jordan, in addition 
to classical and jazz music 
groups from the United Siatei 
(the Gary Burton Jazz Qunilct), 
Poland (the Warsaw Accordus 
Quintet) and a quartet from 
France. 

Two popular Arab singers, 
Amr Diab (Egypt) and Nabil 
Shael (Kuwait), will also partici¬ 
pate in this year's festival, while 
an Egyptian play (Cairo 80) 
based on a Najib Mahfouz novel 
will be performed at the South¬ 
ern Theatre. In addition Jordani¬ 
an participation will be noticea¬ 
ble this year with a number of 
folkloric and theatrical troupes 
participating including the Jor¬ 
dan National Folklore Troupe, 
the Radio Jordan Orchestra. Al 
Fuhais Singing Troupe, the Jor¬ 
dan Armed Forces Band and oth¬ 
er folk troupes. Jordanian um- 
versities will be making s 
presence through the Yomw 
Troupe for Arabic Music and J 
play by University of Scieih-f 
and Technology students. A 
number of children's play 5 
be performed during the festival- 


The Yogoslavlan ftoklortc troupe 
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/yab and other television sta- 
hons as a way to diversify and 

"tSkp feaiv «*' s townie. 8 "^ 
These steps are taken in close 



. Running a 'united'Amman 

Municipality fights to keep head above 


waterline 


By a Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN - The Greater Amman 
Municipality (GAM) is looking 
with optimism at the 1990s de¬ 
spite present economic difficul¬ 
tly, says Amman Mayor Mr Ali 
Suheimal. Mr Suheimat who 
presides over the four-year-old 
Council for the Committee of 
the Greater Amman, promises 
the capital's over one million res¬ 
idents, a continuation of GAM's 
efforts to provide essential ser¬ 
vices, maintain and expand the 
city's infrastructure while im¬ 
proving on the city's urban look. 

The 51-member council will 
finish its mandate by the end of 
this year, which is expected lo 
be renewed. But Mr Suheimat is 
already contemplating a new 
strategy for running the affairs of 
the city based on de¬ 
centralisation. "Greater Amman 
is a united city of rural and town 
councils and in order to avoid 
negative aspects which result in 
short-sighted and un-co- 
ordinated planning, it must re¬ 
main so," Mr Suheimat says. The 
present council now has presi¬ 
dents of rural and town councils 
on its board in addition to repre¬ 
sentatives of public and private 
sectors which provide important 
urban services to various parts of 
the city like electricity, water 
and sewage, telecommunica¬ 
tions, transport. The board even¬ 
ts representatives from the 
chambers of trade and industry. 

Few years ago the government 
nad hired an international con¬ 
sultancy firm to present a futur¬ 
istic study of the city's compre¬ 
hensive development. The firm 
and GAM worked together to 
study ail aspects of Amman's 
present and future organisational 
needs and realities. The final re¬ 
port covering Amman's growth 
IOr “jjnext 15 years until the 
has been presented to 
Mr Suheimat who says its con¬ 
clusions, which were based on 
information obtained in 1985, 
will have to be amended because 
of the economic changes which 
«fected the country since the 
end ofl988. Still there arc a 
number of recommendations and 
guidelines which will be studied 
cy a technical committee whose 
report will be reviewed by a 
“Ster committee chaired by 
* Tlme Minister Mudar Badran in 


its meeting next week. 

But Mr Suheimat’s main occu¬ 
pation are proposals on how to 
run Amman during the coming 
years. An initial perception 
which rests on de-centralisation, 
calls for dividing the city into 
administrative councils with 
each, council having its unique 
specification in terms of popula¬ 
tion, geographical location, bor¬ 
ders and its ability to perform as 
an administrative unit within the 
framework of GAM. Each local 
council will be run by citizens, 
who may be elected, in addition 
to appointed representatives of 
official departments which pro¬ 
vide the council with essential 
services. 

"As to the Amman's council, it 
is composed of the heads of 
these councils (who arc appoint¬ 
ed as council presidents by the 
government) in addition to the 
general directors of Lhc services 
directorates and corporations and 
other representatives," says Mr 
Suheimat. "But these arc only 
ideas." Amman mayor is then 
chosen from among the mem¬ 
bers of the GAM council by the 
government. 

The proposed local councils 
will have powers in planning, 
zoning and budgeting under the 
supervision of the GAM's coun¬ 
cil. "As lo joint and public pro¬ 
jects, iL will be under the control 
of the Greater Amman Munici¬ 
pality," says Mr Suheimat. 

While GAM's sources of in¬ 
come remain lhc same, coming 
mostly from various city and ser¬ 
vices taxes, the municipality is 
facing mounting budget con¬ 
straints for two main reasons. 
One is due to the rise in the cost 
of maintenance, spareports and 
raw materials while the other is 
GAM's debts and losses on a 
number of projects. 

The increase in operations and 
maintenance costs will probably 
affect the standard of the GAM's 
services. For instance "this year 
we set aside the same amount of 
money we usually set for insecti¬ 
cides, but while this money 
could buy 46 tons of pesticides 
in previous years, this year il 
only bought 14 tons," says Mr 
Suheimat. The same applies on 
the cost of cleaning the city's 
streets, maintaining its infra¬ 
structure or buying spareparts 
for GAM's automotives. 



"If we didn '/ have certain burdens related to servicing 
our loans and Interests ....the municipality's income 
would be sufficient and would meet our ambitions. 
Mayor Ali Suheimat 


This year GAM will pay JD 
6.9 million to settle and service 
debts and interests and between 
JD 8 to 10 million for deprecia¬ 
tions. "Added to this is the huge 
number of employees we cur¬ 
rently have which we can do 
nolhing about," Mr Suheimat 
says. 

To cope with these economic 
realities, GAM has initiated a ra¬ 
tionalisation programme aiming 
at saving money on fuel and 
equipment and stressing the need 
to maintain its licet of cars, 
trucks and other heavy machin¬ 
ery at the lowest possible cosl 
"Our deficit does not constitute a 
heavy burden," says Mr Suhei- 
mat. "Our main concern are 
loans and depreciations." 

In view of these realities GAM 
has had to review its previous 
plans and projects for the city of 
Amman. It had to reconsider its 
land possession policies and has 
decided to limit it as much as 
possible. In addition to this 
GAM has decided to forget alto¬ 
gether about its face-lift project 
in the centre of downtown Am¬ 
man 'Tot economic reasons. 11 The 


project whose cosl was 
estimated at JD 4 million is|S 
is now thought to be "not [S||l 
urgent". Instead GAM ||J| 
will spend JD 134,000 to fiw 
widen one of the steecu? Bpl 
near the old vegetable 
marketplace in the down¬ 
town area. 

But the municipality is 
also trying to move out of 
its financial difficulties 
by looking for commer¬ 
cial investments in order "■ q 
to generate additional in¬ 
comes. "But this time we 
will make sure that these 
projects are financially ic- > ' 
warding," say Mr Suhei- *■ 
mat. "We will not involve 
ourselves in projects that 
will yield even marginal profits." 
Previous GAM projects like the 
King Abdallah Complex and 
Gardens and the Jubeiha Fun 
Fair city have been white ele¬ 
phant projects and the munici¬ 
pality is still bearing the burden 
of these projects. 

"If we didn't have certain bur¬ 
dens related to servicing our 
loans and interests and some 




land possessions the municipali¬ 
ty's income would be sufficient 
and would meet our ambitions in 
regard to providing services and 
improving the infrastructure," 
says Mr Suheimat. Meanwhile, 
GAM is doing its best to keep its 
head above the waterline. Am¬ 
man's residents will have to sym¬ 
pathise and hope their city will 
remain a clean and tidy one. 
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THE ABDUL HAMID SHARAF SCHOOL 
SUMMER CLUB 1990 

O June 18 to July 26,1990, Mondays through Thursdays 
O Ages 4-16 

O Transportation provided 

Program Includes: 


■ Swimming & Tennis with Instruction ■ Field Trips . 

■ Camping & Outdoor Adventures ■ Drama : 

■ Typing in Arabics English ■ Music , 

■ Photography . BArt 

■ English, Arabic, French, Math ■ Computer 
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Nubian 
women set 
their 
priorities 


NOT FAR from the temple of 
Korn Ombo in Upper Egypt, 
where ihc steamers plying the 
Nile discharge their daily load of 
tourists, a dry and parched land 
is coming alive with cultivation 
and village life. It is also buzz¬ 
ing with unfamiliar ways of 
coming a family income, which 
may change the life-style of the 
resident Nubian communities. 

'litis recent chapter in the story 
of an ancient (teoplc began 20 
years ago when, idler construc¬ 
tion of the Aswan High Dam, 
their villugcs were flooded by 
the rising waters of Lake Nasser, 
Construction of this gigantic 
power plant, meant to increase 
the supply of electricity to the 
nest of Egypt, forced Ihc removal 
of the stone colossi of Abu Sim- 
bel above the level of the rising 
waters. The people also had to 
leave and the name of the village 
of New Abu Sint be l farther 
down the Nile is a reminder of 
where their ancestral homes 
were. 

There is already a second gen¬ 
eration of Nubians in the reset¬ 
tlement areas, but their customs 
haven't changed much. The 
women still dress in black lace 


over coloured skirts, wear beau¬ 
tiful jewellery and arc as literate 
and outspoken as ever. 

One doesn't see much of the 
men, though. Like so many oth¬ 
er Egyptians, they have migrated 
to the cities and to other coun¬ 
tries in search of work, 

Fau/cya is one of die women 
whose lives liavc been uffcctcd. 
There arc poorer house-holds 
than hers in the village of 
Abreem, but with her husband 
working abroad life became hard 
;uul monotonous until she got 
the chance to travel to Alexan¬ 
dria for a training course. A pre¬ 
liminary survey had shown that 
beekeeping was well suited to 
her village. Although no one 
knew how to raise bees, there 
were flowering dole palms near¬ 
by and a demand for honey. 

So Fauzeyu learned the basics 
of beekeeping and figured out all 
the advantages it could bring to 
Abreem. When she returned, she 
became the animator of a pro¬ 
duction group. Now, every after¬ 
noon, she and the others don 
their masks and gloves, inspect 
the hives and. when the time 
comes, take them to a hand- 
cranked cenuifugator that brings 



A Nubian woman at her beehive'. Learning the basics of 
small-scale business 


out the tasty honey. 

In another village, Addendan, 
the line chosen for development 
was poultry. The women in the 
production group had to master 
the techniques leading to the 
present output of over 200 eggs 
a day. They mind fodder inputs 
and the use of disinfectant, care 
for the hens, go to market and 
keep the accounts. A lively vil¬ 
lage market nearby is their usual 
point of sale. When their van ar¬ 
rives, there is a throng of buyers 


and the supply soon runs out. 

This project is an outcome of 
the Egyptian government's poli¬ 
cy to open up new lands for set¬ 
tlement and cultivation. The 
land from which these Nubian 
communities make a living is 
pan of the reclaimed areas. 

Even where land was availa¬ 
ble, the villagers often felt the 
need for new lines of production 
that could supplement family in¬ 
comes. In 1988 the ILO and the 
Egyptian Ministry of Agricul¬ 


ture, Food Security and Land 
Reclamation launched a jam 
project designed to create and 
support these activities. The ana 
of Korn Ombo was chosen be¬ 
cause of its generally low in. 
come levels. Centres for women 
were established in ten villas 
The main targets were the wom¬ 
en heading the poorest house- 
holds, as well as girls and an- 
married women who did not 
manage to finish school and 
were looking for work to do. 

"We were surprised to see the 
women themselves requesting 
new activities,” says Azita Ber- 
ar-Awad of the ILO’s Rural Em¬ 
ployment Policies Branch, which 
initiated the project. "There has 
been an enthusiastic welcome to 
the introduction of noa- 
tradilional work." For example, 
the production of shoes and 
handbags in A1 Dakka, sheep 
breeding in Qersha and the up¬ 
keep of tree nurseries in Toshka. 

With the carpet-weaving 
groups, advice on design is para¬ 
mount for better access to local 
and tourist markets. In the case 
of knitting, the introduction of 
machines purchased by the ILO 
has speeded up production and 
turned the slow and patient job 
of the home knitter into a ration¬ 
al way of producing goods for 
sale. 

"These new activities were se¬ 
lected by the villagers according 
to their own priorities," says 
Ashgan Abdel Meguid, the pro¬ 
ject's executive director. She 
comes regularly from Alexandria 
to tour me area and check on 
progress. There are no interna¬ 
tional experts on the staff. 

The sencme is being watched 
with interest and 22 more villag¬ 
es are scheduled to enter the pro¬ 
ject, If expanding die economic 
role of women serves to enlarge 
their participation in community 
affairs, it will provide a model oi 
action for other settlement areas 
in Egypt 


Sexual violence in the media: A fresh look 


By Daniel Linz and 
Edward Donnersteln 

Academic File 

GENEVA — Violence against 
women occurs in ever country 
and in every social and econom¬ 
ic class. In many cultures, wife¬ 
beating is considered a man's 
right. All too often routine beat¬ 
ing and rape of women and girls 
arc considered "private matters" 
that do not concern others, be 
they the legal authorities or 
health personnel. 

But violence has grown most 
noticeably and alarmingly within 
the domestic environment in me¬ 
dia most accessible to homes. Ln 
television and in films, violence 
and particularly sexual violence 
against women has been the in¬ 
creasing factor in the past two 
decades. 

We undertook our studies of 
violent pornography both be¬ 
cause we were curious about the 
effects on die public of exposure 
to such material, and because we 
were concerned about their nega¬ 
tive impact on society's attitudes 
towards women in general and 
towards human kind in particu¬ 
lar. 

Imagine for a moment a ma¬ 
levolent psychologist who want¬ 
ed to design a programme to en¬ 
able people to view, calmly, the 
torture and dismemberment of 
women. What steps would be 
taken. First, the psychologist 
might have his or ner subjects 
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read about the torture and muli- Surveys of local high schools in 
laiion of women. Most of these Southern California and in New 
patients would find this Lrou- York City indicate that these arc 
bling at first, but, as they read the most popular types of film 
more, and more they would among 11.13 year olds, 
probably be less disturbed by it Our concern is that these films 
After the patients became accus- may be doing to society exactly 
tomed to these readings, the psy- what the fictional psychologist 
chologisl might use stronger described above might have 
stimuli. The patients would be done to make his patients more 
asked to view photographs of tolerant of violence and cruelty 
mutilated female bodies. Then, So we set about testing the Dram¬ 
as the pauents became "disensit- ise that violence towards wom- 

iscd, r they might be asked to en, like rape and beating be- 

watch actors engaged in simuiat- comes more acceptable to DeoDle 
ed scenes of violence. after they have seen infinitely 

Alter watch- 1 


ing scene after ^ . ,, . _ 

scene of such we “°P e film-makers everywhere will 

have become to particular, and will begin to show 

quite tolerant Of themselves capable of excercisina a tfreat^r 

S.Vmt respoaslbmty^^ 61 

die procedure 

more pleasant for the patients — greater violence in films 
and also to make the desensitisa- Wo conducted basically two 
non process more efficient the types of study, those in which 
psychologist might provide the participants (fiwucmly utmS 
patients with their favourite ty students who haVevE- 
food, or have them imagine leered to lake pan in the smdrt 
something pleasant m the scene. are asked in wfi* 


something pleasant m the scene. 

In the United States, during the 
past 20 to 15 years, a whole gen¬ 
re of films — sometimes called 
"slasher films” or "splatter films" 
— has emerged. These films 
play (o millions of people in the 
US movie theatres and on televi¬ 
sion through video cassettes. 


tance of rape myths than those 
young men who watched nonvi¬ 
olent films of women, other re¬ 
searchers have obtained similar 
results in their studies. Men who 
watched slasher films and films 
in which men physically and 
verbally abused women in order 
‘to have sex with them, recom¬ 
mended lower sentences for an 
accused rapist in mock trials 
which were part of the study. 

They also found that, com¬ 
pared to men who watched non¬ 
violent sexually suggestive 
films, many more men who 
watched sexual 

here will violence ex- 
aere wm pressed ^ ^ 

hat such lief that women 
and on they know 

a to show ^. ould “joy 
a being raped." 

i a greater in our studies 
Ity. in which young 

men watched 
, . . J films over a pe¬ 
riod of days or weeks, we found 
that sexually explicit material 
without violence had no effects 
on attitudes towards women. But 
results were very different for 
those young men who watched 
lions showing overt violence 


leered to lake pan n the wefe ver y different for 

are asked to watoh onlylO to^ & *S. un 8 men * ho cached 

ara&ifsi SsSrS™* 
a'SKSar*--- 

-•sssaiss SS?*®® 8 

segment* dJaSTSSSfi &!® 1 f l d , We £ "»ueh mote 
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ings show that it is the violent 
component of these films IW“ 
does the damage to viewers MU’ 
tudes not the sexual cpmponjw. 

In today’s world, violence 
against women constitutes a im* 
jor public health problem. 

US, nearly two million women 
year are beaten in their horatt 
and it is a fair assumption 
many more such cases g 
ported. Cases of rape are ^ 
more numerous and 
frequently reported, it hi* & 
estimated that only one *JPjL 

reported to the US authonU»f« 

every 10 actually committee- 
Although our studiesjjLfi 
prove that men who v® 

sexually violent films w ^ 

mit rape as a 
show that, these tat* 
rape and violence ^ 

en more accepted. AsJjg. 
husbands, and f ^[ hers ? ^ontly 
we are personally 
deeply offend^ by "g*® Je¬ 
ttons of women that*** l ^ 

attitudes. We'hope th*t - 

makers everywhere p 

problem is in no way con. ^ ^ 

"western"world_■ 
nise the damagihg^r^ j, 
such films haye on .soc^. 

“Jar, l 

themselves icaflapie , 


Art with a symbolic message 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to The Slar 


RIFKI AL RA3Z-AZ is an Egyp¬ 
tian artist with a soc ial message. 
He has spent the past seven 
years in Jordon reflecting 
through his an the patriotic and 
hisuncal functions of the artist. 

His large paintings, whether 
they are painted on his own 
hand-made canvas or on wood, 
retain a symbolic value especial¬ 
ly for the Arab viewer. For in¬ 
stance, he deals with the theme 


every evening I have to unload 
the commercial side to my work 
from my psyche. Strangely 
enough though, I cannot func¬ 
tion at work if I do not paint eve- 

3 f evening." Rifki, however, 
□cs not paint alone. His six 
year old son who shows early 
signs of being an artist himself, 
stubbornly refuses to leave his 
father's side and go to bed. He is 
ever persistent to paint like his 
father and so is given large piec¬ 
es of papa* to pauit on, which his 
parents carefully put away in his 
own portfolio. 


Portrait of Annan 


of the Intifada in a personal and 
unconventional manner. The 
olive branch, the bleeding pi- 
end the child with a stone 
* his hand, are considered over¬ 
s' cliches. Rifki interprets the 
*JtesUnian Uprising in the form 
o f a child's abstracted face 

m slark limM ^ ch y d ' s 

otcnuonaily unproportioned 
yes convey a sense of inno- 
?u Cea,) ? fwr< But vhat attracts 
here is the wide white 
wrapped around his 
c,olh is used 10 
k e we effect of a bandage and 
iL. . a fudged red patch gives 
Ti»n ln jp®ssion of head wound, 
nc whole portrait is done with- 
s< I ua re frame and is 
l? L wards he top of the can- 
c** the traditional 
WrnSr Al W ‘ til ™ost of .his 
ferenf'F P re ^ ers to. use dlf- 
G l n/°P al points 

in muid harmony and 

J£fSg ^ "V Arab 

5J&5?" can** make a Uv- 
snLX , is art Consequently, He 
fjwjw horna'a day working 
goes £? hic Signer • and then 
houJ to paini.for iwo mdre 
He Says "befone paifiting 
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Rifki's 

childhood was 
spent in the 
rural parts of 
Egypt. Ever 
since the age 
of six his un¬ 
cles, who arc 
themselves rc- 
known artists, 
put a brush in 
his hand and 
encouraged 
him to paint. 
By the time he 
reached the 
secondary lev¬ 
el of educa¬ 
tion, Rifki had 
mastered all 
the require¬ 
ments for a 
Bachelors de¬ 
gree in an. 

At the Uni¬ 
versity of Hil- 
wan in Cairo, 
Rifki faced 
some con¬ 
flicts. "For 
one thing, this 
institute pre¬ 
pares one to 
be an an 
teacher. I did 
not want this, 
my dream was 
and still is to 
integrate Ara¬ 
bic lineaments 
in art which 
the world 
would respect 
as it does Cu- 
bisim, the Ro¬ 
mantic philosophy, and so 
forth," he explains. This, he 
says, takes a lot of hard work, 
experimentation, and patience to 
achieve. The 32-year-old artist 
feels that now he holds the 
'threads' for this long-awaited for 
achievement 

Because he felt that the univer¬ 
sity was not teaching him any¬ 
thing he did not know already, 
Rifki started to skip classes 
while saving money for practical 
courses. During his second aca¬ 
demic year he participated in the 
International Spring Festival for 
Art and since then he has taken 
part in many group and individu¬ 
al exhibitions. He believes that 
"art is never taught to you at col¬ 
lege; an artist is boni an artist 
because one might have the tal¬ 
ent or the feeling for art, but this 
is not sufficient to make a real 
artist. If art just consisted of the 
academic sine thep anyone could 
become an artist.!' What differ¬ 
entiates an artist from “'.person 
with purely technical artistic 
skills is the creative process, Rif- 
kisay$. ;; . 'y\ - ; ■ 

As for the art movement in 
. Jordan, Kifki feels; that it ig mov- 
: irig -too fast with ■ hazardous re- 
■ • percussions. Ho says Jordanian 


artists arc jumping from one fac¬ 
et of art to another in huge leaps. 
Until now A1 Razzaz has gone 
through two phases in his artistic 
career. One which he spent 
searching for his identity. The 
other phase is the budding of his 
ideas. This has taken him a long 
lime "but any natural develop¬ 
ment requires time and certain 
steps that must be adhered to and 
cannot be omitted, 1 ' he says. 

Rifki is against the idea of 
self-isolation. He holds to the 
idea that an artist is also the 
product of his interaction with 
society for he both acts and is 
acted upon. His work is the out¬ 
come of his friction with all 
classes in society. Rifki asserts 
that the major problem in Jordan 
is that "the artist here tries to iso¬ 
late himself from people and 
views his audience in a condes¬ 
cending manner.” 

Rifki is an artist with many 
philosophical ideas and accord¬ 
ingly he approaches his art in 
such a manner. His paintings 
have their own symbolic codes 
illustrated in the scattered human 
motifs. These multi-shaped mo¬ 
tifs were a part of his first stage 
of development as an artist. 
Now, this motif has taken on 
larger proportions and different 
shapes according to the incident 
being transmitted. It is also cm- 






pretation 
ofOte 










bodied within one form in the 
same work whereas it was previ¬ 
ously scattered all over the can¬ 
vas. When he conveys his mes¬ 
sages one is deceived by the 
serene pastel colours used into a 
sense of complacency and well¬ 
being. For he employs his oil 
colours for transparent effects 
making use of a lot of white 
with its various tones. This tech¬ 
nique is epitomised to the full in 
his 2m x 44 cm interpretation of 


Amman. Amman's bright light, 
is broken and reflected off the 
crowded square built buildings 
and houses making up part of 
this city's personality. The light 
pinks, blues and yellows hit the 
shapes from all directions and 
mirror a truly Arab atmosphere. 
Ibis painting in particular wus 
the focal point of his last and 
only exhibition in Jordan. His 
next show will lie in the coming 
few months. 
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All roads lead to the Hanunam of Erbil 


By Lcoii Y. Bnrkho 
Special lo (he Star 

ErbIL, Iraq — It might never 
have occurred to Qassim Agha, 
an 18th century notable from Er¬ 
bil, that ills hammam built on tlic 
high mound occupying the cen¬ 
tre of this northern Iraqi city 
would one day he declared a ma¬ 
jor tourist attraction. 

The hnmmam (or public bath) 
has been restored on a grand 
scale. The furnace used to boil 
the water and heat the steam 
room is no longer choked with 
stacks of wood and garbage and 
the interior is now remarkably 
well-lit and clean. On a recent 
day, visitors roamed about free¬ 
ly, enjoying the ambience of one 
of the earliest places for social 
gatherings in Emil. 

The restoration of the hnm- 
inoni was part of n more exten¬ 
sive effort by the Antiquities Dc- 
pnruncnl to refurbish the old 
QuYa or ciiiulcf. considered to be 
one of the oldest continuously 
inhabited ancient sties in the 
world. The restoration pro* 
gramme so for has touched only 
a few of the old buildings in the 
citadel. 

The hsunniam was high on the 
restorers' list uf priorities, as 
they hoped the building would 
eventually be turned into on eth¬ 
nographical museum, specialis¬ 
ing in the manners, customs and 
folklore of Kurds in the city. Er¬ 
bil. 350 km north of Baghdud, is 
the capita! of Iraq's Kurdish Au¬ 
tonomy Region. 

It's often forgouen that until 
quite recently, public baths occu¬ 
pied a significant place in the 
lives of great cities. People of all 
ages and ranks frequented them 
and die philanthropic among the 
rich townspeople spent lavishly 
on the construction and orna¬ 
mentation of hammams. Even in 
limes of war and upheaval, when 
hostile forces look or pillaged 
towns, the hammams kepi func¬ 
tioning. 

The private baths in homes 
may have reduced the role which 
public baths enjoyed in the past, 
the architectural beamy of the 
buildings and their social role is 
increasingly being recognised. 

In ancient Iraq the hammam 
was nonexistent and only be¬ 
came popular after The Romans 
brought the 'culture 1 of the public 
bath to Syria and Palestine. 

the advancing Arab armies of 
the seventh century found the 


Granada Hotel 

& 

Amigo Nabfl Restaurant 

Welcome you to a pleas¬ 
ant stay anti sumptuous 
European & Oriental 
meals. 

Located In a quiet yet cen¬ 
tral area. 

1st circle, jcbcl Amman, 
Teh638031 & 622617 
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The restoration of the ancient Qal'a, or 
Citadel, in Erbil has brought with it 
renewed interest in the old tradition of 
the Turkish Bath, attracting tourists to a 
beautiful ancient hammam. 
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practice of a hot bath very agree* 
ublc and took up the habit with 
such enthusiasm that the build¬ 
ing of a public bath soon came 
to be regarded os a pious act. 

The design of Agha’s Ham¬ 
mam in Erbil is similar to that of 
the surviving public baihs in 
Baghdad, which still have a fol¬ 
lowing among the older genera¬ 
tion of Baghdad residents. 

Built in 1775, Qasim Agha's 
Hammam has two dressing 
rooms, both long and vaulted. 
The walls are lined with hooks 
used to hang clothes on. 

A domed steam room with 


A part of the Erbil Citadel, 
which has been restored to 
its former glory 



filed floor, 
though 
without 
windows, 
is very 
well-lit by 
several 
apertures 
in the roof. 


I residents lkm of * c <**W« residential 

5, Qasim Agha's 9 uartcr - "Unfortunately, no more 

two ilresiintt W3lcr 1x5 obtained at 
mg and vaulted h . c t nearly half 

lined with hooks jf wc " ,s rob’ 

idles on. ^sh. 

learn room with 7,1(1 wa y 10 whlch water 
was heated and boiled would 
probably 

It's often forgotten that w* 1 » 

until quite recently, 3SSUS 

public baths occupied a »**• Gar- 

significant place in the 
lives of great cities citadel was 

collected in 
a dump and 
an incinerator 


Large cis¬ 
terns of ba¬ 
sins of water, each served by hot 
and cold laps are in their original 
places. 

But water for the hammam, 
which was provided by a 60- 
metre deep well, is no longer 
available. 

Kareem Falhi, head of the res¬ 
toration team, said the well pro¬ 
duced sufficient water in the past 
for the Hammam and a large see- 


taken to 


placed under the water tank, 
from which pipes radiated to the 
steam room. "It was stoked day 
in and day out so that the QaJas 
inhabitants and visitors could en¬ 
joy a hot bath at any time of the 
day," Falhi added. 

The renovation work, howev¬ 
er, concentrated on restoring the 
hammam to its former architec¬ 


tural glory and it has been partic¬ 
ularly successful. Electric lights 
and new building material have 
been used as unobtrusively as 
possible and few, if any, structu¬ 
ral changes have been made. A 
visitor with some knowledge on 
the functions of public baths can 
easily identify the uses of the 
various parts of the building. 

Passing through a small court¬ 
yard and then through a marble 
lintel door, the visitors enter the 
dressing rooms. Here customers 
*of the baths took off iheir 
clothes, hung them on the hooks, 
wrapped towels round their 
waists and slipped on sandals. 

Then they moved into the 
domed and tiled steam-room 
where they could relax on a mar- 
'ble slab or ask a masseur to soap 
them or rub them down with an 


"Customers were never 
timed," said Fathi. "They could 
stay as long as they could bear 
the very hot and damp atmos¬ 
phere." 


When the bath was over, cus¬ 
tomers were served with refresh¬ 
ing tea or orange juice in the 
dressing room. 

"The adventure," added Fafiu. 
"would usually end with a spe¬ 
cial dish called pacha, rna* 
from a selection of sheeps hcafl. 
cars, tongue, lips and brains, w 
broth served with bread and lem¬ 
on 11 

The pacha is still a 
among the gourmetsofErbU.tw 
times have definitely changed 
the hammam. The raw 
room, usually the hottest 
hammam, is now very cool 
summer and warm 
contrast to the blissful Sl,cn _. 
a public bath in full steam 
ally!), it is not uncommon. 
given day, to hear 
visitors' feel in the a; s 

iors. But then a restored bain » 
better than a neglected one. 

LeonY.Barkhols»lw g f‘ 
the University of Mosu 
northern Iraq. 
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$25 million sales in 1990 

AI Hikma establishes a pharmaceuticals base in Portugal 

By Pam Dougherty sics, gasiro inicric products and quire a lengthy dioccss of reeis 

Special to The Star * ™ion. A) itaK, TiZ all nrnducinn will 


By Pam Dougherty 

Special to The Star 

THE MORE you diversify your 
markets the better you arc," says 
Mr Samih Darwazah, general 
manager of A] Hikma Pharma¬ 
ceuticals, a company which is a 
successful and expanding mem¬ 
ber of one of Jordan's most con¬ 
sistent industrial sectors. 

Al Hikma is now taking its 
own advice with plans to double 
its production capacity in Jordan 
to deal with its expanding local 
and Arab markets and a new pro¬ 
ject for a factory in Portugal 
which it hopes will be the entry 
point for sales to Europe, both 
Hast and West. Mr Darwazch 
says pharmaceutical production 
has always teen something of a 
special ease for Jordan's industri¬ 
al and export development ns it 
was a sector which had to start 
with the highest standards of 
quality. You can begin with sec¬ 
ond grade plastics for sale and 
hope to improve standards with 
experience, he says, but you can 
never offer a buyer second grade 
pharmaceuticals. 

Jordan gained its chance to en- 
the pharmaceuticals market 
after nationalisation in the fifties 
led to stagnation in the Egyptian 
industry. At that point both Jor¬ 
dan and Lebanon began produc¬ 
tion but continuing civil war has 
now taken its toll of the Leba¬ 
nese industry leaving Jordan as 
quality leader in the region. 
rpH nnd the Maghreb coun- 
i P®* 8x5 ®Iso major producers 
not are battling to produce 

Plough to satisfy their domestic 

markets. 

Jordanian companies now pro- 
£ arQU ? d 40 percent of Jor- 
JJ* needs and Mr Darwazch is 
tot the rising costs of 
2?“ Pharmaceuticals will 
y the local share even fur- 
Exports however will Con¬ 
or 5, provide the lion's share 
nj® ‘ oca l manufacturers' busi- 

Ww? i 4 ma was established in 
Fauces a range that 
row includes antibiotics, analge¬ 


sics, gasiro-interic products and 
some psychotropics, and Mr 
Darwazch says that 85 per cent 
of its $25 million sales in 1990 
will be to export markets. 

To date the company has dc- 


establish its own factory in Por¬ 
tugal. 

The company has already ac¬ 
quired the necessary finances for 
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Pharmaceuticals industry: Expanding fast as an export in¬ 
dustry 


veloped good markets through¬ 
out the Arab world but has al¬ 
ways been conscious of the fact 
that the Middle East and North 
African markets take only 2 per 
cent of world pharmaceutical 
production while North Ameri¬ 
ca, Japan and Europe each take 
around 30 percent. 

One approach was to gain the 
approval of the United Stares 
Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) for some of its products 
and to begin the lengthy process 
of gaining FDA approval of its 
manufacturing premises so that 
it can sell on the US market. The 
FDA approval is not a short road 
to new export markets and Mr 
Darwazeh says final approval 
may take a long time but the ap¬ 
proval of individual products has 
been, he says, a source of groat 
satisfaction to staff at Al Hikma 
and gives a healthy boost to the 
reputation of the company gener¬ 
ally. 

And because gaining entry to 
the European market for its Jor¬ 
danian production would also re- 


a plant, design has been complet¬ 
ed and construction should l>e 
completed within two years. 

Mr Darwazeh says Portugal 
was chosen foe the factory as it 
shares certain characteristics 
with Jordan. The market is simi¬ 
lar in size and structure to that of 
Jordan, the two countries have a 
similar level in technology, wilh 
Jordan perhaps being a little 
ahead or Portugal in some ways 
and, with the local market as its 
first target the plant could be es¬ 
tablished with only a modest in¬ 


vestment. 

Initially all production will be 
at the Portuguese plant but Ai 
Hikma hopes eventually to send 
semi-finished products from Jor¬ 
dan thus providing a further 
boost to its local production. 

Once the Portuguese produc¬ 
tion has found its place in the lo¬ 
cal market, the company will lie 
able to look further to other Eu¬ 
ropean Community markets and, 
possibly to the newly developing 
markets of Eastern Europe. 

In the long term the company 
is aiming lor exports of $60 mil¬ 
ium annually by 1095 of which 
its Portuguese branch will he re- 
siKMisible for around 30 per cent. 

Overall Mr Darwn/ah is confi¬ 
dent that Jordan's pliannaceuli- 
eal industry has a good future. 
He says its products have now 
established a reputation in the 
Arab World for high quality and 
low prices and also offer the 
guarantee of ready availability in 
times of crisis. 

l ie says he is also happy to see 
efforts towards more co¬ 
operation in production both lo¬ 
cally and on a pan-Arab basis 
providing it is always done on a 
voluntary basis. He believes 
strongly that any form of mon¬ 
opoly is bad for the consumer 
but expects that a certain amount 
of specialisation among local 
companies will develop natural¬ 
ly over lime and that pan-Arab 
companies can play a useful role 
providing they arc willing to 
work in an open, competitive 
market. 
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AMMAN (Star) — The first 
Middle East exhibition on gar¬ 
age services will take place in 
Jordan next year. Mid East Gar¬ 
age Expo 91, will be held at the 
Automobile Exhibition Centre In 
Amman between 2 to 5 May 
1991 and will be the first of its 
kind in the Middle East. The ex¬ 
position will cover all aspects of 
equipment, supplies and service 
for the garage and service stadon 
trades. About 100 international 
companies are expected to par¬ 
ticipate in the event which is or¬ 
ganised by the UK-based Tyre 
Exhibitions Ltd. 

The exhibition will feature au¬ 
tomotive spare parts, vehicle 
lifts, car wash systems, gas and 
forecourt equipment, batteries, 
tools, tyres, tyre retreading 
equipment and supplies, tyre fit- 
.ting and servicing equipment, 
wheel alignment and balancing 
machinery and diagnostic servic¬ 
ing equipment. "In fact it will 
have everything , for the auto 
trade," says Mr Peter Taylor, di¬ 
rector of the Imported Tyre 
Manufacturers ' Association, 
which is associated with the or¬ 
ganisers. 

•His Jordanian counterpart, 
Mediterranean Trading Corp, 
has suggested that Jordan be the. 
venue of this event,"because its 
geographic, position' and infra¬ 


structure makes it an ideal 
choice, serving as it does, as an 
area in the centre of a region that 
already numbers some 10 mil¬ 
lion vehicles,” says Mr Taylor. 

The organisers hope that the 
Jordan exhibition will provide a 
unique shop-window for the au¬ 
tomotive business in "a region 
where such opportunities are still 
rare, but where future prospects 
are excellent." 

Mr Taylor says that Mid East 
Garage Expo will be an innova¬ 
tive attempt to launch "what we 
cxpecL will be a number of regu¬ 
lar specialist industrial trade ex¬ 
hibitions in the Middle East 
most of which we hope will be 
based In Amman.” 

He said that (he Amman-based 
exhibition is not just aimed at 
the local Jordanian market, but' 
mostly at tho Gulf. "We see Jor¬ 
dan as a convenient and practical 
location for exhibitors from ail ’ 
over the world especially from 
North America,. Europe and the.. 
Far East," Mr Taylor says. 

He expects visitors to the ex¬ 
position to come from Egypt,; 
Saudi Arabia, the Gulf Co-v 
operation Council (GCG) coun- : 
tries and Iraq. The organisers 
plan to hold a press donftoropcei 
in September to announce fur- «, 
their details on next year’s exhibi- ; 
don. . . * 


Briefs 

By Ahmad Shaker 


% A decision will be an¬ 
nounced shortly to trans¬ 
fer the ownership of the 
Aqaba Railway Corp. to 
the Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Co,, The Star has 
learned. 

• The Government is 
studying a proposal to 
purchase Yugoslavian ves¬ 
sels in return for phos¬ 
phates. Tiie vessels will be 
used to operate a mari¬ 
time freight line between 
European ports and Red 
Sea ports. 

O A joint study has been 
initiated between the So¬ 
cial .Security Corp. mid 
the Jordanian Investment 
Corp. lo establish a com¬ 
pany that will organise 
and increase work oppor¬ 
tunities for .Iordaninns in 
Gulf Co-operation Coun¬ 
cil (CJ(.'C) countries. 

© A study is being con¬ 
ducted lo increase Hie 
production capacity of the 
fertiliser complex at Ana- 
ha. The study aims at in¬ 
creasing production from 
640,000 tuns to 830,000 
tons annually at a cost of 
$31 million. The project 
will take two years to fin¬ 
ish. 

• Sources at the Ministry 
of Energy and Natural 
Resources have said a 
study has been Initiated to 
determine the volume of 
mineral oils and lubri¬ 
cants consumed in Arab 
Co-operation Council 
(ACC) countries. The pur¬ 
pose of the study is to pre¬ 
pare for negotiations with 
an international mineral 
oils producing company 
to build a factory In one of 
the ACC countries to sup¬ 
ply these countries 1 needs 
of oils. 

• A recent study on In¬ 
come distribution in the 
average Jordanian family 
has revealed that 45.6 per 
cent is spent on food, 32 
per cent on housing, 7.6 
per cent on clothing, 3.9 
per cent on education, 2 
per cent on health and 8.9 
per cent on transporta¬ 
tion. 
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Saudi Real Estate 



Furnished & unfurnished 
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DEM 

‘ STG 

Yen 

SFR 

1 mo. 

8 . 1/8 

7.13/16 

14.3/4 

7.25 

8.13/16 

2 mo. 

8 . 1/8 

7..15/16 

14.7/8 

7.25 

8.13/16 

3 mo. 

8.3/16 

8.1/16 

14,7/8 

7J1 

85/8 

6 mo. 

8.7/16 

85/8 

14.15/16 

7.28 

8 . 1/2 

1 year 

8.7/16 

8 . 1/2 

14.15/16 

7.28 

85/8 


Interbank rates (Jordan): 

Saving accounts 7.5%. Call accounts 8 %, 1 week 8.0%, 

1 month 8.00%, 2 months 8.25%, 3 months 8.50%, 1 year 
9.0%, Lending rale (AAA) 12.5%. 

Dollar: 

DMK SFR STO YEN CAN FFR 
LAST 1.6742/47 1.44152/62 ].7120/30 153.87/971.1735/40 5,6295/25 

Source: Amman Bank Tar Investment, Tel: 642701 



Banque Marocaine Pour 
1'AfHquc el TOrlent 
P.O. Box 880 
Casablanca 
Telephone: 72401/2155 
Telex: 22954 
Cable: BA MAO 

Activities: Commercial bank 
Established: 1961 
Financial data 

Authorised capital: MD 

15.075,000 

Paid-up-capital: MD 

15.075,(XK) 

Reserve: MD 296,293.711 
Shareholders: 

llanquc Nationalc dc Paris In¬ 
ternationale (50%), Moroccan 
shareholders (50%) 

Ranque Marocaine pour le 
commerce cl I'lndusiirc 

BP 573 


26 Place Mohamcd V 
Casablanca 
Telephone: 224101 
Telex: 21902/22092/23727 
Cable: MAROCOMI 

Activities: Commercial Bulk 

Established: 1964 (taking over 
Moroccan branches of the 
Banque Nationalc pour le Com¬ 
merce eL 1'Induslric — Afrique) 

Financial data 

Authorised capital: MD 

50,000,000 

Paid-up-capital: MD 

50,000,000 

Reserves: MD 34,300,000 
Total asscts/liabiliiics: MD 
2,253,940.000 
Shareholders: 

Banque National de Paris Inter- 
contincntale (50%), Moroccan 
shareholders (50%) 



Coin Counting and 
Sorting Machine 


effected by means of a switch. 
This chain-driven device will 
An Austrian firm has developed r ,us w pr° ve particularly handy 
a new coin counting and sorting * 0T frontier currency 

machine, the LGE 2000, with exchange offices, 
two outstanding features: The „ . , „ L _ 

machine will identify coins to "ivu A Hsndeisgesellschaff 
an accuracy of 7 microns and * Kwn n , . „ 

can be programmed to handle 3 A 5 Salzburg, Getreide- 

differeiu currencies. The change Jf. 8 ? Q 

£T..“ “I to the nexUs^ &07W 

This free-of-charge service b^vrUabletofocTl udToreln bustae^ 

man Tn mihilch _■ .. . ^ 


WEKA HandelsgesellschafT 
mbH 

A 5020 Salzburg, Getreide- 
gasse 21 

Tel: 0043 662 84 26 86 
Fax: 0043 662 8407 84 



Product offers from 
Jordanian exporters: 

L Hygienic paper products, 
buby diapers, telex and 
cash register paper rolls, 
photocopy and priming 
paper. 

Contact: 

Fine Hygienic Paper Compa¬ 
ny Ltd, 

P.O. Box 154 
Amman-Jordiin. 

Tel: 625688/722251 
Fax: 645669 
Tlx: 24134 FINE JO 

2. Liquid fertilizers 
Contact: 

Jordan Kuwait Company for 
Agricultural & Food Prod¬ 
ucts, 

P.O. Box 830008, 


Amman-Jordan 
Tel: 825425 
Fax: 825043 
Tlx: 24092 JKC JO 

3. Steel pipes 
Contact 

Arabian Steel Pipes Manufac¬ 
turing Co., 

P.O. Box 13 
A mm an-Jordan 
Tel: 722136/7/8 
Fax: 722890 
Tlx: — 

Jordanian exporters wishing 
to list their products in this 
section are kindly requested 
to contact the Jordan Trade 
Association, P.O. Box 
830432 Am man-Jordan. Tel: 
685603/4, Tax 685605, with a 
list of exporlable products 
and full address. 


lkg 
21 ct 
18 ct 

Eng. pound 

8g 

Rasbad: 

7g 

24ct(swiss) 

Silver 

lkg 


7,775.00 

6.750 
5.850 

56.000 

49.000 

8.750 


150.000 




Average exchnage rates on 
in fils 

Tuesday 19/6/1990 

Buy Sell 

us$ 

668.0 

673.0 

£ 

1139.6 

1146.4 

DM 

396.0 

398.4 

SFr 

467.5 

6703 

FRF 

117.7 

118.4 

YEN 

(100) 

433.5 

436.1 

DFL 

351.8 

353.9 

SKR 

109.6 

110.3 

LIT 

(100) 

54.0 

543 

BLF 

(10) 

191.8 

193.0 



JORDAN SPINNING 
& WEAVING CO. 

Established In: (1974) 
Address: Jabal Am man/7 th Cir- 
cle/Al Waha Building 
Tel.: (827381/2) 

P.O. Box: (12099) 

Telex: (215562) SPIN JO 
Fax: (827501) 

No. of Employees Total 


Non Jordanian: 58 

Data / Shares (JD) 1988 
Par Value/Shares: 1 
Market Value/Shares: .960 
Book Value/s hares: 1.106 

No. of Subscribed Shares: 
4,000,000 

No. of Traded Shares: 
4,450,847 

4 V 026%2° ,Tradta ‘ U ^ 

No, of Floor Contracts: 5.137 
Market Value of Subscribed 
Shares: 3,840,000 
Capital & Shareholders' Equl- 

Authorised Capitol: 4,000,000 
Capital: 4,000.000 
Paid-In Capital: 4.000,000 
Compulsory Reserves: 217,022 
Voluntary Reserves: 206,546 
Retained Earnings: * 
Shareholders' Equity 
4.423.568 ^ 7 

A&sete, LlabilltJcs/Profit & 
Loss 

Fixed Assets: 1,560,327 
Current Assets: 5,661,344 
Receivables: 2,107,318 
Total Assets: 10,868,556 
Current Liabilities: 6,44 988 
^"fi-Term Liabilities:. 
Liabilities: 6,444,988 
Total Liabilities & Sharchold- 
era' equity: 10.868.556 
Net Soles: 4,050,589 

S,517 0nWBCr ° reTaXe81 

55 e i210 O,neArkrTM “ { 
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Source: Amman i '. 
Financial Market 


Jordan's export potential 

JORDAN’S QUALITY products could make a strong 
presence in the international market if potential resourc¬ 
es are properly utilised, particularly in light of the deval¬ 
uation of the local currency. 

Increased and diverse production could also aim ai 
meeting local demand so that Kingdom’s import bills are 
kept down, although one of the most important priorities 
for Jordan is a clear identification of products for export, 
The government also has a major role to play in any ef¬ 
fort to expand exports: Policies can affect the prices of 
goods and there is a need for increased co-ordination be¬ 
tween the government and the private sector. 

While the potential is there in Jordan to manufacture 
good-quality products, costs are relatively high. 

This could be remedied by mass production, better 
technology and increased shifts at various plants as 
means to cut costs. 

Offering better training to technicians involved in the 
production process will also help a lot in reducing cost. 
'But the key to success of exports remains marketing," 
according to economist Riad Al Khouri. Jordan has 
some potentially excellent products which need to be 
marketed. Exporting them will provide the best way to 
increase output and raise efficiency. 


Facts & Figw 



Central government revenues 
(Domestic revenues only) 

References: 

REF. 1: Tax revenues/ Domestic revenues) 

REF. 2: Tax revenues as a percent of GDP at market prices 
REF. 3: Non-tax revenues as a percent of GDP al market prii 
cs 

REF. 4: Total domestic revenues as a percent of GDP at ma 
ket prices (REF. 2 plus REF. 3) 

YEAR REF.l REF.2 REF.3 REP- 


ACTUAL 1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

™ 198 ? 
REVISED 1988 

1989 

„ 1990 

ESTIMATED 1991 
PROJECTED 1992 
1993 



Fourth Middle East agriculture show set 
against US$15 billion budget 

A 8 r,cu| ture 91 — the 4th in the series of ffg! 
A° WS ,& r , ** *"*> Estates agricultural sector- « set for 
99 * al ^ Dubai International Trade Centre. . 

MiddUs East Agriculture 91 takes place against a backgromx 3 ^® 

uing investment rn n n i-« l | hm i _Ju# .. ih* ration concern 


nU 1 ?i B U ? resln J ent ,? 1 ■JFfcultural development as the region 
tinn? “ food production. Current bi^ 

cT,;S b S ^ bilUo "“= ^ channelladinto 
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TN: Tender Number; TD: Price 
of Tender Documents: BB: Val¬ 
ue of Bid Bond; DS: Deadline 
for Sale of Tender Documents; 
DD: Dale Sale of Tender Docu¬ 
ments Begins; SB: Deadline for 
i Submission of Bids; BO: Date 
Bids are Opened. 

—The Higher Council for Sci¬ 
ence and Technology; supply 
of wall-to-wall carpeting, SB: 
24/6/90, BB: 10%. 

-General Supplies Dept. TN: 
108/90, supply of wooden poles 
accessories, TD: JD 50, SB: 2/ 
7/90, TN: 122/90, Supply of 
fertilisers, TD: JD 10, SB: 2/7/ 

90, TN: 235/90, supply of X-Y 
plotter, computer, video re¬ 
corder, typewriter, TD:JD 15, 

SB: 2/7/90, TN: 205/90, supply 
of textiles and bed covers, TD: 

JD SO, SB: 4/7/90, TN: 236/90, 
supply of photocopying ma¬ 
chines, calculators, Arabic 


. 

&S erS,TD:JD 7* SB: 2J 
7/90, TN: 238/90, supply of 

Dixon angles and shelves, TD- 

JD 510, SB: 2/7/90, TN: 241 
supply of metal for decoration 
^protection, TD:JD 35, SB: 
4/7/90, TN; 244/90, supply of 
laboratory equipment, TD: JD 
20, SB: 16/7/90, TN: 550/90, 
Supply of plastic rollers. TD* 
JD, SB: 27/6/90. 

"Water Authority,TN: 12 / 
90/CW, Supply of air compres¬ 
sors TD: JD 100, BB: JD 7500 

TN: 13/90/HP, supply of ’ 

pumps, TD:JD 125, BB: 12500, 
TN: 14/90/SP, Supply of sub¬ 
merged pumps, TD: JD 250, 
BB: JD 2500 TN: 15/90/WM 
Supply of water metres, 

TD:JD 300, BB: JD 50,000, 

TN: 16/90/01, Supply of spare 
parts, TD:JD I25,BB:JD 
12600, SB: 14/8/90. 

— The Higher Council for Sci- 


ence and Technology, supply 
BB™I J% rat0rSi SD: 23/6/90 > 

“Ministry of Eduction, TN: 
48/90, supply of television aeri¬ 
al, cables, rotator cables, bat¬ 
teries, video camera, lamps 
and others, TD:JD 1, SB: 24/6/ 

— Telecommunications Corp. 
TO- MM5/90, Supply of fiber¬ 
glass cabins for pick-up cars, 
TD: JD 10, SB: 28/6/90. 

general supplies Dept., TN: 
150/90 supply of equipment for 
veterinary laboratory, TD: JD 
10, SB: 27/6/90, TN: 158/90, 
supply of equipment for fe- 

J!JL WOrksl,i P s > TD: 30 5, SB: 
2/7/90, TN: 179/90, supply of 

camping gear, TD: JD 10, SB: 
4/7/90, TN: 221/90, supply of 
medications, TD:JD:I5, SB: 
27/6/90, TN. 234/90, supply of 
furniture, TD:JD5,SB: 27/6/ 


90. TN: 237/90, supply of ov- 
ens, fans and refrigerators, 
TD: JD 20, SB: 27/6/90. 

““ Ministry of Education; TN: 
4/90, supply of various educa¬ 
tional equipment, TD: JD 5. 
SB: 13/9/90. 

— Public Security Dept. Re- 
tendering, drip irrigation sys¬ 
tem TD: JD 5, SB: 1/7/90. 

— Jordan Petroleum Refinery, 
TN: 4/90, supply, erection and 
commissioning of a skid 
mounted sulphcr recovery 
unit, TD: JD300.SB: 17/10/90. 

— Royal Scientific Society, 

TN: 60/90, supply of ribbons 
for NCR 646 printers, TD: JD 
5, BB: 10% SB 23/6/90. 

— Public Security Dept., con¬ 
struction of a duct in Aqaba, 
TD JD10, SB: 24/6/90. 


Commercial Union 
launches its first 
UCITS 

COMMERCIAL UNION an¬ 
nounced the launch of ils first in¬ 
ternational investment product, 
the Commercial Union Privilege 
Portfolio, with 18 sub-funds cov¬ 
ering equity and currency mar¬ 
kets around the world. 

The Luxembourg-based 
UCITS umbrella fund will be 
available from IsL Juno 1990 and 
offers investors in the Middle 
East, the Far East and Europe, 
access to a wide range or invest¬ 
ment markets within a single 
product. 

Tony Wyand, executive direc¬ 
tor, Commercial Union Group 
said: "Wc are the largest UK in¬ 
surer in continental Europe; the 
introduction of the Privilege 
Portfolio will enable investors to 
benefit from our international 
expertise and distribution chan¬ 
nels. 

Commercial Union has plans 
fora further 18 funds. 


■f um g : —-’ loraiurlhcr 18 funds. 

. Turkey struggling to fully liberalise Its economy - 

New incentives to woo foreign investors 


PRESIDENT TURGUT Ozal 
would like to be the man who el- 
25 Turkey's status to a mem- 
jjerof the European Community 

But the country is hard-pressed 
w attain the kind of economy 
■ftded to stand alongside the na- 
1 uons that will form a united eco¬ 
nomic front in 1992. 

ruling Mother- 
Jt ^ WAP) have failed 

IrS h d0Wn m inflalion rate 
I % has averaged 70 per cent 

j J?JW* years. This fea- 
; ^oftheTurkish economy has 
. ^ned cnucism from both the 
•EC and the World Bank 

, i Wo L rld Bank recently de- 
! JS***“P warning to Anka- 
JfHiJJ P°° r inflation control 
deficit. The multilat- 
™ "dingmsutution indicated 
woidd withhold a $400 
to be used 
VS™—* Turkish fi- 

^onMtif Unless Pragrass is 
T e . 0n both accounts; 

^ Bank h eld on 
tiedH nul ^key car- 
fonns a < ?? ,n ^nancial re- 
to a Turkish 

® iTL, »n 8 er l! ment iS d°* 
m infla - 

icsis at he ■V* Currently 
official 

meattoL ** govem- 
30pcS,^? du ? derate by 

RfifflSTJ 1 ® next threJ 

twnH n n ^ aUOn 18 0n a 

tieXSJL? ut observers say 
I httaite beSt?* 1 !L^udnue to 


spiraling inflation because of the 
more than 100 per cent increase 
in most wages and farm support 
prices last year. 

As the OECD's poorest mem¬ 
ber, Turkey was yet able to lure 
in OECD financial backing be¬ 
cause of its strategic location 
during a lime of East-West ten¬ 
sion in 1980. The support fol¬ 
lowed the adoption of a structu¬ 
ral adjustment package, 
reflecting turkey's willingness to 
pursue the OECD's economic 
line. 

The organisation said that 
cutting the public borrowing re¬ 
quirement, which amounted to 
6.5 per cent of Turkey's gross 
national product (GNP) in 1988, 
is the only remedy for the ecmio- 
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itWi^f; n 3 per cent, b 0t that 
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is the only remedy for the econo¬ 
my. It also urged the countiy's 
Central Bank to adopt a more in¬ 
dependent stance and assume a 
greater role in the battle against 
inflation. 

President Ozal will also have 
to revitalise the privatisation pro¬ 
gramme as part of the effort to 
liberalise the economy. The pro¬ 
gramme, which was launched in 
the early 1980s by the centre- 
right party and the then-prime 
minister, was presented as the 
backbone of Turkey's free- 
market policies. 

Private ownership was encour¬ 
aged to cut down state economic 
enterprises (SEEs), which made 
up more than 50 per cent of 
fixed productive assets and pro¬ 
duced most domestic raw materi¬ 
als. Yet SEEs were inefficient, 
poorly-managed, industrial 
giants. 

The new agenda proposed to 
expand capital markets through 
public share ownership. Authori¬ 
ties were also betting on foreign 
investments as a major supplier 
of revenue. Companies like Turk 
Hava Yollari (THY-Tbrkish Air¬ 
lines) and the Turkish Iron And 
Steelworks Administration Have 
made gains through management 
modifications 1 and new invest¬ 
ment. Hut Turkish Railways tad 
Turkish Hard Coal are examples 
of the 28 separate cmporatidns ; 
and 16 affiliates who arie still L en- , 
tangled in financial nets; vi ; 

Furthermore. $EB$ eortiinueto 

be. a major 'factor!! behind/the 


country's rampant inflation. 

The government targeted its 
first substantial sale of stocks at 
March of 1988. But stock prices 
look a plunge in the fall of 1987, 
throwing shares in the telecom¬ 
munications join-venture, Tele- 
tas, into a sluggish market. A de¬ 
pressed stock market in 1988 
encouraged the government to 
focus its hopes on sales of block 
shares to foreign companies with 
the cash to back them up. 

Ozal also turned to delayed 
public offerings. Major percent¬ 
ages of foreign-owned compa¬ 
nies were ultimately presented to 
the public. In 1989, several com¬ 
panies were sold this way. 

The Istanbul Stock Market 
(IKMB) has taken a turn for the 
better. Last year, it was the 
world's fastest growing equity 
market with a snare index that 
climbed by more than 1000 per 
cent, according to a survey con¬ 
ducted by the International Fi¬ 
nance Corp., a branch of the 
World Bank. The IFC also said - 
that Turkey's stock market 
gained by 300 per cent in 1989. 

Daily trading values increased 
sharply to $30 million in Febru¬ 
ary, as compared to $85,000 in 
- 1989. Cheap share prices were 
one of the prime incentives for 
•foreign investors. 

Turkey's reform of the Foreign 
Investment Code is one promi-i 
pent reason for the booming 
stock: market The government 
liberalised the code : last fait 
wfieri it announced that foreign-. 
ers: would be guaranteed foil re¬ 
patriation andprofit?. 


In April, Turkey's cabinet ap¬ 
proved two investment packages 
by foreign car makers. Toyota 
and Peugeot have been given lire 
green lighL for projects worth 
$650 million. Hiici Omcr Saban- 
ci Holding will be the local part¬ 
ner who will assemble 100,000 
commercial vehicles per year. 

On the- European front, Turkey 
is trying to lake advantage of re¬ 
cent events in Eastern Europe to 
boost its exports. The country is 
considering $300 million in new 
credit lines to Czechoslovakia, 
Poland, Hungary and Romania 
in the first half of 1990. Turkey's 
exports to Eastern Europe 
climbed to $ 1.1 billion in 1989 
from $830.8 million in 1988. 
Meanwhile, imports rose to $1.6 
•billion in 1989 from $1.2 billion 
the previous year. 

This year, $350 million worth 
of Turkey's Export-Import Bank 
(Eximbank) credits win most 
likely be used to finance about 
11 Turkish construction projects 
•in the Soviet Union. The USSR 
is Turkey's largest Eastern Eu¬ 
rope trade partner with $1.3 bil¬ 
lion in bilateral trade in 1989. 
Romania and Poland trail, with 
$290.5 million and $169.5 mil¬ 
lion respectively. 

Hie country has tried to push 
Turkish products forward by 
providing state credit support for 
exporters. Eximbank has ex¬ 
panded its services to include 
medium-term bilateral credit 
lines, insurance and a new pro¬ 
ject-based credit system for 
firms with exports exceeding 
$100 million. The companies, 
called Foreign Trade Corporate 
Companies (FTCCs), currently 
number 20. They are given a 5 
per cent premium on . exports 
over $100 million. 

Last year, $68 billion in ex¬ 
ports were financed by the new 
service. Eximbank supplied 
credit lines worth $300 million 
to the Soviet Union as" g 30 per 
cent cash segment of dues to¬ 
ward Imports of Soviet natural 
gay, 

Eximbank has abb directed its 
lines of credit to other parts of 
the Middle' East. In December, 
the bank extended ‘$100 million . 
In .credit to Algeria,'/Fdttber-. 


more, Turkey will offer credits 
to Iran and Iraq worth $800 mil¬ 
lion. They will be divided be¬ 
tween exports ami contractor 
guarantees and will most likely 
be signed this summer. Exim- 
bank has also started a counter 
guarantee programme for con¬ 
tractor financing in Libya. 

Despite die fact that the bank 
is expected to back another $2 
billion - $3 billion in exports 
over the short term, Turkish trad¬ 
ers still miss the days of tax re¬ 
bate incentives. They also say 
that the new export support poli¬ 
cies cannot make up for the foss¬ 
es suffered when incentives were 
removed under ihe General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT). 

The removal of tax incentives 
and subsidies to exporters cou¬ 
pled with an appreciation of the 
Turkish lira against major for¬ 
eign currencies drove down ex¬ 
ports in 1989. They fell from 
$11.6 billion in 1988 to $11.5 
billion the following year. Tur¬ 
key is experiencing a decline an 
export growth for the first time 
in the 1980s. 

At the same time the GNP 
growth rate dropped to 1.7 per 
cent in 1989, compared to a rate 
of 3.4 per cent the previous year. 

The country is still feeling the 
crunch of last year's drought Ac¬ 
cording to experts, last year's 
summer was the driest in half a 
century. The wheat crop, which 
averages 14 million tons in an 
average year. Is not expected to 
exceed 13 million tons. Econom¬ 
ic growth will not go much be¬ 
yond 3 per cent to 4 per cent 
fiwn the 1.1 per cent rise in 
GNP brought on by last year's 
drought. Agricultural output con¬ 
tracted by 10 per cent in 1989, as 
compared to 7 per cent in 1988. 

Turkey will also have to look 
for ways of improving. Its perfor¬ 
mance in the trade arena. Last 
December, Turkish officials an¬ 
nounced that the country's fdr- 

debt had reached $4l^i 
billion. The foreign , debt current-^'. 
IV accounts for 31.6 pier cent of 
, the annual, 0 NP< 
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US 

DEM 

* STG 

Yen 

SFR 

1 mo. 

8.1/8 

7.13/16 

14.3/4 

7.25 

8.13/16 

2 mo. 

8.1/8 

7.. 15/16 

14.7/8 

725 

8.13/16 

3 mo. 

8.3/16 

8.1/16 

14.7/8 

731 

85/8 

6 mo. 

8.7/16 

8.5/8 

14.15/16 

7 38 

8.1/2 

1 year 

8.7/16 

8.1/2 

14.15/16 

7.2 S 

83/8 


Interbank rates (Jordan): 

Saving accounts 7.5%. Call accounts 8%, 1 week 8.0%, 

I month 8.00%, 2 months 8.25%, 3 months 8.50%, 1 year 
9.0%. Lending rate (AAA) 12.5%. 

Dollar; 

DMK SFR STQ YEN CAN FFR 
LAST 14742/47 144152/42 1.712U30 15347/97 1.1735/40 54295/25 

Source: Amman Bank for Investment, Tel: 642701 



Bnnque Marocaine Pour 
I'Afrtque ct l'Orienl 
P.O. Box 880 
Casablanca 
Telephone: 72401/2155 
Telex: 22954 
Cable: BAMAO 

Activities: Commercial bank 
Established: 1961 
Financial data 

Authorised capital: MD 

15,075,000 

Paid-up-capital: MD 

15,075,000 

Reserve: MI) 296,293.711 
Shareholders: 

Banquc Nationalc dc Paris In¬ 
ternationale (50%), Moroccan 
shareholders (50%) 

Banquc Marocaine pour Ic 
commerce el I'lndustirc 

BP 573 


26 Place Mohamed V 
Casablanca 
Telephone: 224101 
Telex: 21902/22092/23727 
Cable: MAROCOMI 

Activities: Commercial Bank 

Established; 1964 (taking over 
Moroccan branches of the 
Banquc Nationalc pour 1c Com¬ 
merce ct rindustrio — Afriquo) 

Financial data 

Authorised capital: MD 
50,000,000 

Paid-up-capital: MD 

50,000,000 

Reserves: MD 34,300,000 
Total a&scts/liabililies: MD 
2.253,940.000 
Shareholders: 

Banquc National dc Paris Inter- 
contincntale (50%), Moroccan 
shareholders (50%) 



Coin Counting and 
Sorting Machine 
An Austrian firm has developed 
a new coin counting and sorting 
machine, the LGE 2000, with 
two outstanding features: The 
machine will identify coins to 
an accuracy of 7 microns and 
can be programmed to handle 3 
different currencies. The change 
from one currency to the next is 


effected by means of a switch. 
This chain-driven device will 
thus prove particularly handy 
for banks and frontier currency 
exchange offices. 

WEKA HandetsgesellschafT 
mbH 

A 5020 Salzburg, Getrefde- 
gassc21 

Tel: 0043 662 8426 86 
Fax: 0043 662 84 07 84 


This free-of-charge service Is available to local and foreign bustness- 
men. Jo publish your commercial interests In (his comer please 
tear-off this box (do not photocopy) and send with details to: Econo¬ 
my Editor, On-Line, The Star, P.O. Box 9313, Amman-Jordan 



Product offers from 
Jordanian exporters: 

1. Hygienic paper products, 
bnby diapers, telex and 
cash register paper rolls, 
photocopy and printing 
paper. 

Contact: 

Fine Hygienic Pupcr Compa¬ 
ny Ltd, 

P.O. Box 154 
Amman-Jordan. 

Tel: 625688/72225! 

Fax: 645669 
71x: 24134 FINE JO 

2. Liquid fertilizers 

Contact: 

Joidan Kuwait Company for 
Agricultural & Food Prod¬ 
ucts, 

P.O. Box 830008, 


Amman-Jordan 
Tel: 825425 
Fax: 825043 
Tlx: 24092 JKCJO 

3. Steel pipes 
Contact: 

Arabian Steel Pipes Manufac¬ 
turing Co., 

P.O. Box 13 
Ammnn-Jordan 
Tel: 722136/7/8 
Fax: 722890 
Tix; -- 

Jordanian exporters wishing 
to list their products in this 
section are kindly requested 
to contact the Jordan Trade 
Association, P.O. Box 
830432 Amman-Jordan, Tel: 
6*5603/4, rax 685605, with a 
list of exportable products 
and fill! address. 


Gold 

JD 

1kg 

7,775.00 

21 ct 

6.750 

18 ct 

Eng. pound 

5.850 

8g 

Rashad: 

56.000 

7g 

49.000 

24ct(swiss) 

8.750 

I Silver 

1kg 

150.000 
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Average exchnage rates on 
in fils 

Tuesday 19/6/1990 

Buy Sell 
USS 668.0 673.0 

£ 1139.6 1146.4 


| SFr 

4675 

6703 

FRF 

117.7 

118.4 

YEN 

(100) 

433.5 

436.1 

DFL 

351.8 

353.9 

SKR 

109.6 

1103 

LIT 

(100) 

54.0 

543 

BLF 

GO) 

191.8 

193.0 



JORDAN SPINNING 
& WEAVING CO. 

Established In: (1974) 
Address: Jabal Ajnmaji/7th Cir- 
clc/Al Waha Building 
Tel.: (827381/2) 

P.O. Box: (12099) 

Telex: (215562) SPIN JO 
Fax: (827501) 

No. of Employees Total 
Jordanians: 476 
Non Jordanian: 58 

Data/Shares (JD) 1988 
Par Value/Shares: l 
Market Value/Shares: .960 
Book Value/shares: 1.106 

No. or Subscribed Shares: 
4,000.000 

No. of Traded Shares: 
4.450,847 

aar—w* 

No, of Floor Contracts: 5,137 
Market Value of Subscribed 
Shares: 3,840,000 
Capital & Shareholders' Equi- 

Aulhor Ised Capital: 4,000,000 
S^rJhed Capital: 4,000,000 
Paid-In Capital: 4,000,000 
Compulsory Reserves: 217.022 

sate'. 206,546 

Shareholders' Equity 
4.423,568 ^* 

AMcta, Llabllltlcs/Proni & 

Fixed Assets: 1,560,327 
Current Assets: 5,661,344 
Receivables: 2,107,318 
Total Assets: 10,868,556 
Current Liabilities: 6,44,988 
Long-Term Liabilities:. 
Liabilities: 6,444,988 
Total Liabilities & Sharehold¬ 
ers'equity, 10.868,556 " 

Net Sales: 4,050,589 
NenneomeBeforaT^ 

551210 <,meAflerTlM{C ’ t 

Sources AmtoMi;-' 

Financial Market 


Jordan's export potential 

JORDAN’S QUALITY products could make a strong 
presence in the international market if potential resourc¬ 
es are properly utilised, particularly in light of the deval¬ 
uation of the local currency. 

Increased and diverse production could also aim at 
meeting local demand so that Kingdom's import bills are 
kept down, although one of the most important priorities 
for Jordan is a clear identification of products for export. 
The government also has a major role to play in any ef¬ 
fort to expand exports: Policies can affect the prices of 
goods and there is a need for increased co-ordination be¬ 
tween the government and the private sector. 

While the potential is there in Jordan to manufacture 
good-quality products, costs are relatively high. 

This could be remedied by mass production, better 
technology and increased shifts at various plants as 
means to cut costs. 

Offering better training to technicians involved in the 
production process will also help a lot in reducing cost. 
'But the key to success of exports remains marketing," 
according to economist Riad A1 Khouri. Jordan has 
some potentially excellent products which need to be 
marketed. Exporting them will provide the best way to 
increase output and raise efficiency. 
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Central government revenues 
(Domestic revenues only) 

References: 

REF. 1: Tax revenues/ Domes Lie revenues) 

REF. 2: Tax revenues as a percent of GDP at market prices 
REF. 3: Non-tax revenues as a percent of GDP at market prii 
cs 

REF. 4: Total domestic revenues as a percent of GDP at ma 
ket prices (REF. 2 plus REF. 3) 

YEAR REF.1 REF.2 REF.3 REF. 


ACTUAL 1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

m 198 ? 
REVISED 1988 

1989 

™ 1990 

ESTIMATED 1991 

PROJECTED 1992 

1993 



Fourth Middle East agriculture show set 
against US$15 billion budget , • . 

Ii!E D if' E Agriculture 91 — the 4th in the series of sp 

Nnvpi?S *** Arab GuIf states agricultural sector — f» *** { 
International Trade Centre. 1 

MiddJe East Agriculture 91 takes place against abackgronnd o 
agricultural development as the re^P” ^ 
81,11 of seff-sufficiency in food production. Current 

cr a SSb^; baUon m *"* 

'T iU p ^ ovida a proven opportunity for uiwnianoii 
equipment and expense to sain access to this 


Furfterirform^to = 
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TN: Tender Number; TD; Price 
of Tender Documents; BB: Val¬ 
ue of Bid Bond; DS: Deadline 
for Sale of Tender Documents; 

1 dD: Dale Sale of Tender Docu¬ 
ments Begins; SB; Deadline for 
Submission of Bids; BO; Date 
Bids are Opened. 

-The Higher Council for Sci¬ 
ence and Technology; supply 
of wall-to-wall carpeting, SB: 
24/6/90, BB: 10%. 

—General Supplies Dept. TN: 
108/90, supply of wooden poles 
accessories, TD: JD 50, SB: 2/ 
7/90, TN: 122/90, Supply of 
fertilisers, TD: JD 10, SB: 2/7/ 

90, TN: 235/90, supply of X-Y 
plotter, computer, video re- 
torder, typewriter, TD:JD 15, 

SB: 2/7/90, TN: 205/90, supply 
of textiles and bed covers, TD: 

JD 50, SB: 4/7/90, TN: 236/90, 
supply of photocopying ma¬ 
chines, calculators, Arabic 


JW liters, TD: JD 7, SB: 2/ 
7/90, TN: 238/90, supply 0 f 
Dixon angles and shelves, TD- 
JD 510, SB: 2/7/90, TN: 241, 
supply of metal for decoration 

5™.E r ^ tion ’ TD: J° 35, SB: 
4/7/90, TN: 244/90, supply of 

laboratory equipment, TD: JD 
20, SB: 16/7/90, TN: 550/90, 
Supply of plastic rollers, TD: 
JD, SB: 27/6/90. 

-Water Authority, TN: 12/ 
90/CW, Supply of air compres- 
sorsTOjD 100, BB: JD 7500, 
TN: 13/90/HP, supply of 

P“">ps, T D:JD 125, BB: 12500, 
TN: 14/90/SP, Supply of sub¬ 
merged pumps, TD: JD 250, 
BB: JD 2500 TN: 15/90/WM 
Supply of water metres, 

TD:JD 300, BB: JD 50,000, 

TN: 16/90/01, Supply of spare 

parts, TD:JD 125, BB:JD 
12600, SB: 14/8/90. 

— The Higher Council for Sci- 




ence and Technology, supply 
SB: 23/6/90, 

“K 10%. 

-Ministry of Educlion, TN: 
48/90, supply of television aeri¬ 
al, cables, rotator cables, bat¬ 
teries, video camera, lamps 
and others, TD.-JD 1, SB: 24/6/ 

— Telecommunications Corp. 

TN; MM5/90, Supply of fiber¬ 
glass cabins for pick-up cars, 
TD: JD 10, SB: 28/6/90. 

i e f ral supplies Dept., TN: 
150/90 supply of equipment for 
veterinary laboratory, TD: JD 
10, SB: 27/6/90, TN: 158/90, 
supply of equipment for fe¬ 
male workships, TD: JD 5, SB: 
2/7/90, TN: 179/90, supply of 
camping gear, TD: JD 10, SB: 
4/7/90, TN: 221/90, supply of 
medications, TD:JD:15, SB: 
27/6/90, TN. 234/90, supply of 
furniture, TD:JD5,SB: 27/6/ 


90. TN: 237/90, supply of ov- 
ens, fans and refrigerators, 
TD:JD 20, SB: 27/6/90. 

— Ministry of Education; TN: 
4/90, supply of various educa¬ 
tional equipment, TD: JD 5, 
SB: 13/9/90. 

— Public Security Dept. Re¬ 
tendering, drip irrigation sys¬ 
tem TD: JD 5, SB: 1/7/90. 

— Jordan Petroleum Refinery, 
TN: 4/90, supply, erection and 
commissioning of a skid 
mounted sulpher recovery 
unit, TD: JD 300, SB: 17/10/90. 

— Royal Scientific Society, 

TN: 60/90, supply of ribbons 
for NCR 646 printers, TD: JD 
5, BB: 10 % SB 23/6/90. 

— Public Security Dept., con¬ 
struction of a duct in Aqabu, 
TD JD10, SB: 24/6/90. 


Commercial Union 
launches its first 
UCITS 

COMMERCIAL UNION an¬ 
nounced the launch of its first in¬ 
ternational investment product, 
ihc Commercial Union Privilege 
Portfolio, with 18 sub-funds cov¬ 
ering equity and currency mar¬ 
kets around the world. 

The Luxembourg-based 
UCITS umbrella fund will be 
available from 1st June 1990 and 
offers investors in the Middle 
Easi, die Far East and Europe, 
access to a wide range of invest¬ 
ment markets within a single 
producL 

Tony Wyand, executive direc¬ 
tor, Commercial Union Group 
said: "Wc are ihc largest UK in¬ 
surer in continental Europe; the 
introduction of the Privilege 
Portfolio will enable investors to 
benefit from our international 
expertise and distribution chan¬ 
nels. 

Commercial Union has plans 
for a further 18 funds. 


-r.. . “ ——----- Ior a further 1 8 funds. 

. Turkey struggling to fully liberalise its economy - 

New incentives to woo foreign investors 


PRESIDENT TURGUT Ozal 
fttaild like to be the man who el¬ 
evates Turkey's status to a mem- 
Kfot the European Community 

M-LJ. 

But the country is hard-pressed 
t u yy n kind of economy 
Kaled to stand alongside die na- 
tons that win form a united eco¬ 
nomic front in 1992. 

Ozal and his ruling Mother- 

H (ANAP ) h ave failed 
“hold down an inflation rale 

I avera ged 70 per cent 

; S r ,■*? This fca- 
Sjjf to? Turiush economy has 
W criticism from both the 

ECand the World Bank. 

| Bafl k recently dc- 

1 Sr a . shar P warning to Anka- 

| ? nfla hon control 

^dget deficit. The multilal- 

2 h J^ttJfubon indicated 

w ti mho,d a 5400 
loan laekage to be used 

IST ttlnn8 “b® Turic «h fi- 

progrcss is 
Tv® Ool h accounts. 

P® 11 *>eld on 
fifli P^kage until Turkey car- 

^ «n»i" finS“ 
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. “robat an infla- 
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spiraling inflation because of the 
more than 100 per cent increase- 
in most wages and farm support 
pnees last year. 

As the OECD's poorest mem¬ 
ber, Turkey was yet able to lure 
in OECD financial backing be¬ 
cause of its strategic location 
during a time of East-West ten¬ 
sion in 1980. The support fol¬ 
lowed the adoption of a structu¬ 
ral adjustment package, 
reflecting turkey's willingness to 
pursue the OECD's economic 
line. 

The organisation said that 
cutting the public borrowing re¬ 
quirement, which amounted to 
6.5 per cent of Turkey's gross 
national product (GNP) in 1988, 
is the only remedy for the econo¬ 
my. It also urged the country's 
Central Bank to adopt a more in¬ 
dependent stance and assume a 
greater role in the battle Bgainst 
inflation. 

President Ozal will also have 
to revitalise the privatisation pro¬ 
gramme as part of the effort to 
liberalise the economy. The pro¬ 
gramme, which was launched in 
the early 1980s by the centre- 
right party and the then-prime 
minister, was presented as the 
backbone of Turkey's free- 
market policies. 

Private ownership was encour¬ 
aged to cut down slate economic 
enterprises (SEEs), which made 
up more than 50 per cent of 
fixed productive assets and pro¬ 
duced most domestic raw materi¬ 
als. Yet SEEs were Inefficient, 
poorly-managed, industrial 
giants. 

The new agenda proposed to: 
expand capital markets through 
public share ownership. Authori¬ 
ties were also betting on foreign 
investments as a major supplier 
of revenue. C ompa nies ! ike Turk 
Hava Yollari (THY-Turkish Air¬ 
lines) and jhe Turkish Iron dnd 
Steelworks Adminisfratibn have 

mbdifSiSoi^SS 1 

ment, But Turkish Raiiwgys/Shd 
Tutiash Hard Coal are examples 
the 28. seoafate corporations /' 



country's rampant inflation. 

Ihc government targeted its 
first substantia] sale of stocks at 
March of 1988. But stock prices 
took a plunge in the fall of 1987, 
throwing shares in the telecom¬ 
munications join-venture, Tele- 
tas, into a sluggish market. A de¬ 
pressed stock market in 1988 
encouraged the government to 
focus its hopes on sales of block 
shares to foreign companies with 
the cash to back them up. 

Ozal also turned to delayed 
public offerings. Major percent¬ 
ages of foreign-owned compa¬ 
nies were ultimately presented to 
the public. In 1989, several com¬ 
panies were sold this way. 

The Istanbul Stock Market 
(IKMB) has taken a turn for the 
better. Last year, it was the 
world's fastest growing equity 
market with a share index that 
climbed by more than 1000 per 
cent, according to a survey con¬ 
ducted by the International Fi¬ 
nance Corn., a branch of the 
World Bank. The IFC also said - 
that Turkey's stock market 
gained by 3CK) per cent in 1989. 

Daily trading values increased 
sharply to $30 million in Febru¬ 
ary, as compared to $85,000 In 
1989. Cheap share prices were: 
one of ihe prime incentives for 
foreign investors. 

‘ Turkey's reform of the Foreign 
Investment Code is one promi¬ 
nent'reason for the booming 
stock! market. The government 


In April, Turkey's cabinet ap¬ 
proved two investment packages 
by foreign car makers. Toyota 
and Peugeot have been given the 
green light for projects worth 
$650 million. Had Omcr Sabnn- 
ci Holding will be the local part¬ 
ner who will assemble 100,000 
commercial vehicles per year. 

On the European front, Turkey 
is trying to take advantage of re¬ 
cent events in Eastern Europe to 
boost its exports. The country is 
considering $300 million in new 
credit lines to Czechoslovakia, 
Poland, Hungary and Romania 
in the first half of 1990. Turkey's 
exports to Eastern Europe 
climbed to $1.1 billion in 1989 
from $830.8 million in 1988. 
Meanwhile, imports rose to $1.6 
•billion in 1989 from $1.2 billion 
iheprevious year. 

This year, $350 million worth 
of Turkey's Export-Import Bank 
(Eximbank) credits will most 
likely be used to finance about 
11 Turkish construction projects 
■in the Soviet Union. The USSR 
is Turkey's largest Eastern Eu¬ 
rope trade partner with $1.3 bil¬ 
lion in bilateral trade in 1989. 
Romania and Poland trail, with 
$290.5 million and $169.5 mil¬ 
lion respectively. 

The country has tried to push 
Turkish products forward by 
providing state credit support for 
exporters. Eximbank has ex¬ 
panded its services to include 
medium-term bilateral credit 
lines, insurance and a new pro¬ 
ject-based credit system for 
firms with exports exceeding 
$100 million. The companies, 
called Foreign Trade Corporate 
Companies (FTCCs), currently 
number 20. They are given a 5 
per cent premium on exports 
over $100 million. 

Last year, $68 billion in ex¬ 
ports were financed by the new 
service. Eximbank supplied 
credit lines worth $300 million 
to the Soviet Union as .a 30 per 
cent cash segment-of driesto¬ 
ward Imports of Soviet natural 
gas. . .' 

Eximbank ha$ also directed W 

lines of 


Furthermore, SBfis continue to ’ . ers would be guaranteed full ro¬ 
be -a nwdor few behind the. . patriation and profits.. . ■ v 




more, Turkey will offer credits 
to Iran and Iraq worth $800 mil¬ 
lion. They will be divided be¬ 
tween exports and contractor 
guarantees and will most likely 
be signed this summer. Exim¬ 
bank has also started a counter 
guarantee programme for con¬ 
tractor financing in Libya. 

Despite the tact that the bank 
is expected to back another $2 
billion - $3 billion in exports 
over the short tenn, Turkish trad¬ 
ers still miss the days of tax re¬ 
bate incentives. They also say 
that the new export support poli¬ 
cies cannot make up for the loss¬ 
es suffered when incentives were 
removed under the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and trade 
(GATT). 

The removal of tax incentives 
and subsidies to exporters cou¬ 
pled with an appreciation of the 
Turkish lira against major for¬ 
eign currencies drove down ex¬ 
ports in 1989. They fell tom 
$11.6 billion in 1988 to $11.5 
billion the following year. Tur¬ 
key is experiencing a decline an 
export growth for the first time 
in the 1980s. 

At the same time the GNP 
growth rate dropped to 1.7 per 
cent in 1989, compared to a rate 
of 3.4 per cent the previous year. 

The country is still feeling the 
crunch of last year's drought. Ac¬ 
cording to experts, last year's 
summer was the driest in half a 
century. The wheat crop, which 
averages 14 million tons in an 
average year. Is not expected to 
exceed 13 million tons. Econom¬ 
ic growth will not go much be¬ 
yond 3 per cent to 4 per cent 
from the 1.1 per cent rise in 
GNP brought on by last year's 
drought. Agricultural output con¬ 
tracted by 10 per cent in 1989, as 

compared to 7 per cent in 1988. 

Turkey will also have to look 
for ways of Improving its perfor¬ 
mance in the trade arena* Lik 
December, Turkish officials an- 
:nqunced' that thb: country's fbrv. 
eijgn. debt had reached $41.21 
billion. The foreign debt current 




the bank extended $100 million 
to. credit to Algeria*. Further- 
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Closer to war 


NEWS REPORTS on Wednesday were predicting a US administration 
announcement to "suspend" its dialogue with the Palestine Liberation Or¬ 
ganisation (PLO). If these reports were confirmed, then the US would 
have dealt a severe blow to the peace process—one from which the area 
may never recover. There is already talk of a possible war in the region if 
the current wave of Soviet Jewish immigration is not halted until the fu¬ 
ture of the occupied territories is settled through peace negotiations. 

One would have expected a positive action by the United States gov¬ 
ernment in the aftermath of recent negative developments in the region. 
We were surprised when the US Secretary of State Mr James Baker, 
came out strongly against the intransigent Israeli attitudes last week— 
although the White House retracted these statements later on. 

But now it looks as if pressures on the Bush administration have suc¬ 
ceeded in pushing aside all prospects of peace making in the region. 
What arc left with? There is talk of serious militaiy confrontations en¬ 
couraged by a right-wing Israeli government which is determined to pur¬ 
sue an aggressive policy of expansionism in the region. Prime Minister 
Shamir promised to "crush" the Palestinian Intifada, and many believe he 
will approve stronger measures to be adopted by Israeli troops in the oc¬ 
cupied territories. 

If the United States chooses to terminate its dialogue with the PLO, we 
believe it will have to consider the effects this decision will have on Its 
relations with the Arab world. Wc have seen an increased frustration 
with US policies in this region and this latest move may sour US-Arab 
relations for a long time to come. 

On the other hand, the US move will strengthen hard-liners on both 
sides of the fence. U will be considered a victory for Israel's radicals and 
Sham iris government, but will also weaken the moderates in the Arab 
world, who have been working for the last 18 months to bring about a 
change within the PLO. The Arab hard-lincre will now make a strong 
case— one which tire average Arab may respond to— against America's 
role in the region. But more seriously a termination of PLO-US dialogue 
wilt also bring the antagonists in the Arab-Israeli conflict closer to con¬ 
frontation and away from any modest breakthrough in the peace process. 


LETTERS 

TO THE EDITOR 



A Western view of heresy 


To the editor: 

ON MY return flight to Cyprus after having spent a few days marveling at the mqjor 
sights of Jordan, 1 read your English-language newspaper. In The Star (No. 19) I read 
Ali A. Mazrui's "Analysis of the Satanic Verses" which states that "Mazrui was able to 
refute Rushdie's blasphemous accusations... through sensible discussion that appeals to 
the Western mind." 

Mr Mazrui cites several examples equivalent to Rushdie's "blasphemous insults" to Is¬ 
lam which, if they befell Christianity (e.g„ Jesus and the Virgin Mary) would allegedly 
infuriate Christians and warrant similar punishment against the culprits as the "sen¬ 
tence" against Mr Rushdie. 

But, Mr Mazrui, the Bible, God, Jesus, the disciples and apostles, the Holy Virgin, 
have already been insulted and blasphemed over and over again. Remember the uproar 
over ihe musical "Jesus Christ Superstar"? And more recently, the public outcry against 
the film "Last Temptation of Christ"? Many biblical characters have been the subject of 
lewd comic strips and pornographic cartoons. In my country an "artist" has tried for a 
great many years to make a movie about the sexlife of Jesus, which brought protests 
from around the world, but with the backing of the courts, he is currently in the process 
of making it The same "artist" has depicted God in a painting as a piece of snot in one 
comer of the canvas, which caused a Lebanese (Christian) stu&nt residing in Denmark 
to attack him. 

What I am dying to say is that despite the lack of demonstratives in our worshipping 
(particularly in the Protestant Church, to which I belong) — have such faith in God that 
we leave it to Him to decide when He has had enough, when the insults and the blasphe¬ 
my become too gross. And wc know that He will pul a stop to it Himselfl The Western 
mentality and Christian faith arc more along the line of "forgive him, for he does not 
know what he is doing." I think everyone is aware that when God becomes sufficiently 
angry it is indeed an omnipotent rage. 

f don't believe it Is up to man to get offended and insulted on God's behalf and to dole 
out punishment accordingly. I believe God is capable of handling everything — be it 
punishment or reward — Himself. 

„ H.Niebe 

Copenhagen, Denmark 



Liberal candidate backs off proposal for 
Canadian aid to Israel 

By John Dirlik 


LIBERAL MEMBER of Canadian Par¬ 
liament Paul Martin, a contender for the 
leadership of his party in this year's elec¬ 
tions, declared to a Brito B'rith gathering 
in Montreal that Canadians have a finan¬ 
cial responsibility to help Israel absorb the 
recent influx of Soviet Jewish immigrants. 

Martin's remarks caused concern among 
various Arab groups because the opposi¬ 
tion Liberal Party, gaining in popularity, 
is widely expected to form the next gov¬ 
ernment. 

In what even the Canadian Jewish News 
described as an "attempt to woo the Jew¬ 
ish vote." the MP from Quebec said Otta¬ 
wa must "morally and materially” help Is¬ 
rael as pan of the West's "irrevocable 1 
commitment to the "sanctity" of the Jew¬ 
ish state. 

Arab organisations argued that Martin's 
concern for the ptighi of Soviet Jews 
should not be at the expense of Palestini¬ 
ans or Canadian taxpayers. The Ottawa 
chapter of the Association of Palestinian- 
Arab-Canadians issued a statement saying 
that Canada should urge the Soviet Union 
to grant basic rights to its citizens "instead 
of uprooting, displacing and encouraging 
them to emigrate. 

The National Council on Canadian- 
Arab Relations, a lobby group headed by 
former Liberal MP Ian Watson, called 
Martin's remarks "appallingly inappropri¬ 
ate and demanded clarification of his pro¬ 
posed aid. 

Martin subsequently toned down his re- 
marte, saying that he only favoured 
modest Canadian assistance, provided it 
was not used to settle Jews on lands cap¬ 
tured during the 1967 war. "I think that 
any Canadian aid must be conditional on 
no settlements in the occupied territories," 
he said. 

Arafat urged to modify covenant 

External Affairs Minister Joe Claik met 
unofficially with Yasser Arafat in Lusaka, 
Zambia as the two awaited recently re¬ 
lease ANC leader Nelson Mandela's arri¬ 
val. 

J** brief exchange of words, Clark 
asked Arafat to press for the withdrawal 

wiuTf 6 a rf .. lh ? PI r° covenant, which 
entity " r ™ eIuninatl0n of the "Zionist 

parliament on his return that 

(LSmSF '"* 9 10 ***■ 10 him 

(Arafat) briefly to encourage the PLO to 
continue the course of Sration ^tk 


has demonstrated in the Middle East." 

Simon Kahn, a spokesman for the Cana- 
da-Israel Committee, said Canadian Jew¬ 
ish organisations were pleased Clark con¬ 
veyed to Arafat Ottawa’s concern over the 
"serious obstacle to peace represented by 
the PLO charter.” Kahn said, however, 
that the chance encounter in Zambia was 
different from a formal meeting, which 
his lobby group would regard "with grave 
concern." 

Less pleased was a coalition of Arab 
groups who criticised Clark for placing 
the onus on the Palestinian leadership "to 
moderate a position Arafat has already de¬ 
clared caduc (null and void) while ignor¬ 
ing Israel's ongoing refusal to accept ne¬ 
gotiations for a peaceful settlement based 
on UN resolutions 242 and 338." 

The coalition called on the government 
of Canada to put into practice its alleged 
balanced approach by inviting Arafat io 
O ttawa on an official visit. 

Israeli author asks Canadian Jews 
to criticise Israel 

Canadian Jews were chided by 
author David Grossman for being a mon¬ 
olithic voice" supporting even the mot 
extreme policies of Israel. Tnc ‘Wj 
selling author of a recently’ 
widely read book on the is* 
Palestinian problem, Yellow Wind, 
his mainly Jewish audience in Montreal 
be more forceful in criticising current Is¬ 
raeli actions detrimental to me> 

Jews throughout the Middle East oy 
voicing your opinions, by y°* 
you are supporting the status quo- 

^Grossman said he understood tje 



willing to _ w 

nances to Israel being cut. ^ 

The Canadian government di»s . 
provide any financial ass^iance ^ 
but private contributions from J® 
nors in Canada are among the h 
capita in the world. op- 

Although his views were 
posed during his J 8 <W 

sponsored by the Israeli Consul^., 
man concluded with one j. 
"You have to ask #*£**£& 
main goal in supporting sola* 

financing it or to fma a peacew* 

lion?" 

John Dirlik, » freeing 
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It’s time for Congress to support 
US government policy on Jerusalem 


By George Moses 

THE US HOUSE and Senate recently 
passed resolutions stating that "Jerusalem 
is and should remain the capital of the 
stale of Israel." The resolutions also as¬ 
serted, against the huge weight of demon¬ 
strable fact, that "persons of all religious 
faiths have been guaranteed full access to 
holy sites within the city." These resolu¬ 
tions thus quickly became one of the most 
destructive developments in Middle East 
politics since the taking of the last hos¬ 
tage. Motivated by domestic political ex¬ 
pediency, these votes had the 

effect of a bomb thrown into - 

the middle of an international 
peace march. 

Proponents of the resolu¬ 
tions raised the red herring of 
a threat to the right of Jews to 
live in Jerusalem. They ac¬ 
cused the US president of 
casting doubt on that princi¬ 
ple. In fact, he did no such 
thing. The question at issue 
here is not whether Jews have j&§ anr jjr i 
a right to live in Jerusalem, f 
but whether Israel will treat M 

all residents of the city, Chris- JHSJg 
dan, Muslim and Jewish, 
equally. The use of Israeli 
(and, therefore, US) govern- 
meat funds to give preference 
to Jews in Jerusalem at the ex¬ 
pense of the other religious communities 
does not give comfort on that score. 

Practice makes perfect 

In a private conversation, one US gov¬ 
ernment official recently dismissed the no¬ 
tion that it is long-term Israeli policy to 
eliminate any but Jews from residence in 
Jerusalem. He then went on to describe Is¬ 
raeli practices which are designed to reach 
precisely this goal. For example, any Is¬ 
raeli with the money and the inclination to 
w) so may buy land in and around New 
York, and many have. Americans, howev¬ 
er, may not make similar purchases in Je¬ 
rusalem unless they are Jewish. Make no 
nustake: what happened at Sl John's Hos¬ 
pice, where Jewisn "settlers" used Israeli 
government funds laundered through a 
Panamanian company to lease a multi¬ 
ply residence in tne Christian Quarter 
ot the city, was official Israeli policy in 
acuon. it's contrary both to the policies 
ana the interests or the United States and 
“ie world community. 

The fact is, most congressmen and sena¬ 
tors voted for the resolution merely as a 


sop to their pro-Israel constituencies. In 
this regard the remarks of the House Rc- 
publican leader. Representative Bob 
Michel of Illinois, who himself voted for 
the resolution, are instructive: "Stripped of 
all us rhetoric, what this resolution says 
is: we like Israel.... But if we really want 
f° help Israel, and help the cause of peace 
m the Middle East, this is not a particular¬ 
ly good way to go about it. A concurrent 
resolution like this one has less value than 
commemorative resolutions calling on the 
president to declare National Frozen Kum- 
quat Week." 



V. 
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As a sop to one-issue Jewish voters it 
may indeed have worked well. But it then 
invites Christian and Muslim Americans, 
whose co-religionists are systematically 
being excluded from Jerusalem under the 
policies this resolution supports, to re¬ 
spond in kind. If Congress wants to con¬ 
tinue mixing highly emotional internation¬ 
al religious issues into down-home 
domestic politics, eventually their Chris¬ 
tian and Muslim constituents will insist on 
congressional support for their rights in 
Jerusalem. 

Do congressmen really want to set up a 
conflict between their Jewish and non- 
Jewish constituents? Obviously not. yet 
many members of Congress act as though 
their Christian constituents don't read or 
don't care. 

Unfortunately, Congressman Michel's 
description of the value of the resolutions 
was not wholly accurate. While it is true 
that such resolutions are non-binding in 
the legal sense, they are taken quite seri¬ 
ously around the world as an expression 
of official American attitudes. They place 
the US government and American ciuzens 
on the defensive, both with Muslim and 


The truth about Israel 
seeps through 

By Joseph Sobran 

Washington — People sometimes ask me why I'm so critical of Israel, as If I 
be devoting more of my attention to Sri Lanka, or perhaps Zaire. But the ques- 
non is always a little nervous, as it wouldn't be if I were writing equally often about Sri 
or Zaire. 

* pld Understand this curiosity if some other small, remote country ®*c 

s four or five military powers; if it received a quarter of our foreign aid; if it were 
pptiy on our front pages; and if its sympathisers regularly occupied much of the 
JP^JjPace of The New Yak Times and other major newspapers. But there is only one 
.°f whom these things are true, and that is Israel . ■_ 

Nobody thinks it’s odd that there should be 20 columnists who toe apotogisls tor Is- 
apparently it is unfathomable that there should be one or two who are critical 

ijkp’s another reason that is both personal and professional, Israel has a very 
tobby in this country, with a highlyaccompUshed propaganda corps..And that 
SSj* "Of content with making the case for Israel and pitting^ 
Politicians in Washington, who ate supposed to be representing Ihe interests of the Unit-, 

tuV 1 also foes to shut up opposition fo-the free press, ^ 

ch« have its Pfessure. So have Rowland Eytots andRobert NoVak. So has Patnck Bti- 
. And so have a meat many'newspapereditors.* ■ . - s „ : j 1 

ih« ? sdU bear of the fearengemkredbylS McCarthy. Bulpep^fe.ralk^ ftpeb[ about- 
, fear even at th? heightp^cCarth^ Fbelieve thai sbmeday, historians wiljl 
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Christian countries throughout the world. 
They also undercut the efforts of Chris¬ 
tians to defend their rights in Jerusalem. 

These, of course, were precisely the 
purposes of the interests in Washington 
and Israel who perpetrated this travesty. 
They seek to perpetuate Israel as "Ameri¬ 
ca's only reliable ally in the Middle East" 
by undermining American tics with all of 
its other friends and allies in the region. 
They couldn't care less about the side ef¬ 
fect of focusing the contempt of our 
NATO allies on the heedless congression¬ 
al kowtowing to what is seen in Europe as 
an almost omnipotent Amer- 
ican Jewish lobby. 

What is needed now to 
correct the effect of these 
resolutions is a new resolu¬ 
tion in defense of the rights 
of all residents of Jerusalem, 
regardless of religion, which 
• accurately defines both the 
. j feelings of the American 
U|K f j people and the policy of the 
W United Suites. 


Restating the US 
position 


■ This resolution would re¬ 
state the American positions 
which were so badly cloud¬ 
ed by the recent actions of 
the House and Senate: that Jerusalem 
should be an international city, open to 
people of all religions for any peaceful 
purpose; that Jerusalem as a city should 
be undivided; and that, in recognition of 
its importance to the three major religions 
of the world, its final status should be de¬ 
termined by negotiations among all those 
who have interests there. 

The fact thal no such resolution has 
even been proposed is being interpreted, 
in the US and abroad, as a sign that the 
American Christian community is loo di¬ 
vided and enervated to defend itself polit¬ 
ically; or that it doesn't care that much 
about Jerusalem, seeing it more as a sort 
of religeous museum than a relevant com¬ 
ponent of 20th-century Christianity. So 
far, that community hasn't made much of 
an answer. 

For its part, the American Muslim com¬ 
munity, although growing, and outraged 
at Israeli treatment of Muslims and Islam¬ 
ic holy places in Jerusalem, has yelto ac¬ 
quire or use the kind of political savvy 
thal would allow it to make an effective 
response to this attack on its rights. The 
fact is, most congressmen probably agree 
more with existing US policy than with 
the contrary resolutions they have just ap¬ 
proved. But nobody has asked them to 
vote for existing policy. 

A new resolution that Jerusalem remain 
an undivided city whose final status is to 
be determined in the international negoti¬ 
ations that bring peace to the entire Holy 
Land will not happen by the political 
equivalent of spontaneous combustion. It 
must be proposed and pushed bv a nation¬ 
al coalition of American Christians, Mus¬ 
lims, Jews and others who believe in the 
freedom of peaceful expression, are dedi¬ 
cated to the proposition of religious free¬ 
dom in Jerusalem and who are led by the 
most senior of the ecclesiastical and lay 
members, If such a coalition commits it¬ 
self to working with senators and repre¬ 
sentatives across the nation, it can return 
Congress to the support of. the principle, 
of Jerusalem as the common heritage of 
all people of good will, and break the 
power of those who seek to transform that 
unique icily imp (he sole possession of 
one country. , : ; 

.George Moses, a former president of,, 
'the ^National; Association of .Arab 
Americans, is a legislative consultant in 
Washington; DC. 



BY YACOUB JABER 


An Arab 
Response 

THE STATEMENTS made recent¬ 
ly by US Secretary of Stale James 
Baker reflecting his frustration with 
Israel's lack of response to peace ef¬ 
forts have pleased Arab circles 
which thought that the statements 
may herald a new responsible US 
attitude towards the Middle East. 

But these circles were soon disap¬ 
pointed by the retraction of Baker's 
statements by the White House 
spokesman who tended to blame all 
tlie "parties" to the conflict fa fail¬ 
ure to make progress in the peace 
process. It was obvious tluit Presi¬ 
dent Bush's or administration has 
succumbed once again to the pres¬ 
sure of the Jewish lobby in Wash¬ 
ington anti opted for a conciliatory 
tone with Israel's new hard-line 
government. 

Israel's response to Baker's criti¬ 
cism was sharp and uncompromis¬ 
ing. An official in Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir's office gave the 
premier’s telephone number inviting 
Arab leaders to cal! up Shamir once 
they decide that they want peace, as 
if the Arab's arc occupying Israeli 
lands and denying self- 
determination for the Jewish peo¬ 
ple. 

Now it is the Arabs' turn to re¬ 
spond effectively to the US admin¬ 
istration's retraction of Baker's 
statements and Israel's persistent re¬ 
fusal to admit that peace can be 
reached through withdrawal from 
the occupied Arab territories and 
recognition of the Palestinian peo¬ 
ple's right to self-determination. 

The most effective response lies 
in the immediate implementation of 
the resolutions of the extraordinary 
Arab summit in Baghdad last 
month. The summit has been de¬ 
scribed as a success, but its resolu¬ 
tions have so far not been put iruo 
effect. 

To begin with, toe financial sup-. 
port promised by Arab countries to 
be given to Jordan must arrive as 
early as possible to spare this coun¬ 
try any future social and political 
turmoil and maintain its stability 
and security and enable it to stand 
strong and firm at the longest con¬ 
frontation line with Israel. Needless 
to say that Jordan is the gateway to 
the rest of the Arab world and its 
collapse entails the fall of the entire 
Arab nation. 

Utmost Arab support must also be 
provided for the Palestinian Intifada 
so that it could escalate into an all- 
out revolt against the Israeli occupa¬ 
tion. Palestinians in the occupied 
territories need to be enabled to step 

S i their resistance by providing . 

em with all means of dignified 
living and rendering them capable 
of quitting their jobs in Israel, 1 . 

It is also high time; for Arab states ' 
to deal with foreign governments In 
accordance with their altitudes and 
policies towards the . Palestinian 
cailfo and the Arab-IsraeU conflict 
It is specially Importam to put toclr 
principle Into effcCt with regard to. v 
the countries that'facilitate the ira- : 
migration of Soviet Jews to Israel ■: 
and fintoice their 'settlement in the - 

occupied Arpb territories, .-v / 

. The Arab; response' to the US vac- 
ilattori and Israel's growing extrem- . 
ism must not be delayed any more. 
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Yemen 

expands health 
care 

THE REPUBLIC of Yemen will 
expand the coverage and quality 
of health care services through a 
project to be partly financed by a 
credit of SDR 11.7 million ($15 
million) from International De¬ 
velopment Association (IDA). 

Yemen is able to provide basic 
health core to only four of every 
10 of its people. Nationwide ex¬ 
pansion of health care is ham¬ 
pered by on acute shortage of 
health personnel — primarily 
nurses and midwives — and by 
weak regional health care admin¬ 
istration. 

The project includes training 
about 600 people in administra¬ 
tive and support services such as 
personnel administration, ac¬ 
counting, computer and statistics 
skills in the country's 11 govern- 
orates. The project further in¬ 
cludes constructing nine mainte¬ 
nance workshops for bio¬ 
medical equipment and nine 
pharmaceutical storage facilities. 

Three regional nursing and 
midwifery institutes will be con¬ 
structed m the Cities of Dhamar, 


Ibb and Sa'ada. Tlic Central 
Health Manpower Institute in 
Sana'a will be expanded with tlic 
construction of additional class¬ 
rooms and three laboratories for 
environmental health, midwifery 
and pharmaceutical sciences. 
Technical assistance will be pro¬ 
vided to strengthen Al Thawra 
hospital in Sana'a as a national 
centre for health management 

Tunisia 
strengthens 
agricultural 
extension and 
research 

TUNISIA IS launching the first 
pliasc of a programme to im¬ 
prove agricultural extension and 
research. The World Bank is 
supporting the programme with 
a $17 minion loan. 

The five-year programme will 
result in increased agricultural 
production nationwide through 
upgrading and strengthening of 
extension services in 15 regions. 
Under the programme, which in¬ 
cludes a pilot effort to provide 
adequate extension services U) 
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women in rural areas, an in¬ 
creased number of farmers will 
gain access to new agricultural 
technologies. 

The programme aims to in- 
crca.sc production of cereals, 
meals, pulses, olives, fruits and 
vegetables, and to improve re¬ 
search in forestry, soil and water 
conservation, irrigation and use 
of water and farm machinery. 

The programme will improve 
the management and structure of 
Tunisia's agricultural research 
and extension system to make it 
mom responsive to farmers' 
needs. Three regional research 
centres will be established, and 


The truth about Israel seeps through 


Continued from page 15 

look back with far more wonder 
about the quieter and more para¬ 
lysing fear engendered in our 
own era by domestic Zionist 
power. The press was never 
afraid of McCarthy; it is veiy 
much afraid of Israel's American 
sympathisers. 

One result is that the news we 
get from Israel is heavily self- 
censored and bowdlerized. The 
average American thinks of Is¬ 
rael as a "democratic" country 
whose domestic troubles are due 


to unruly Arabs. Not one Ameri¬ 
can Christian in a hundred realis¬ 
es that if he lived in Israel, he 
would be the victim of official 
discrimination — forced, like 
the Soviet Jew, to carry an iden¬ 
tification card effectively stig¬ 
matising him. 

If Israeli propaganda were 
irue, there would be no need to 
quash or inrimidate critics. The 
very act of trying to silence op¬ 
position is a kind of confession 
in itself. Ring Lardner said it 
well: "’Shut up,’ he explained." 

Is there no case to be made for 
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Israel? Of course there is. At 
times f have made it myself. I 
would make it again — if Israel 
had not become a threat to free¬ 
dom of speech and ethical debate 
in this country. 

But when you risk injury to 
your career in the United Stales 
by defending the interests of the 
United Stales, something is seri¬ 
ously wrong. A proper parallel is 
not with Joe McCarthy, who at 
least was trying to uphold Amer¬ 
ica's position, but with the pub¬ 
lishing industry in New York 
during the 1930s, when a book 
critical of the Soviet Union 
stood scant chance of seeing 
print. 

Suppression is a good tactic 
but a bad strategy. In the long 
run, the truth has a way of seep¬ 
ing through. No matter how 
many clever excuses you make 
for a Yitzhak Shamir, it's not a 
terribly good idea to have Amer¬ 
icans identifying Israel with Yit¬ 
zhak Shamir. Israel was much 
better off when Americans iden¬ 
tified Israel with Abba Eban — 
now in political exile for his 
moderation. 

And it isn't wise, in the long 
run, to make Americans afraid, 
in their own country, to speak 
their minds about a foreign 
country. They will eventually re¬ 
sent the colossal impudence of 
it And the country on whose be¬ 
half the suppression was enacted 
will bear the consequents. 

The Burlington Times - 
News 
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eight experimental stations and 
550 local extension centres will 
be strengthened. Training, fel¬ 
lowships and technical assis¬ 
tance will be provided to re¬ 
search and extension staff. 


Algeria 
restructures 
key industrial 
enterprises 

VIABLE PUBLIC enterprises 
in Algeria will gain greater ac¬ 
cess to necessary technical and 
financial resources through an 
industrial restructuring project 
that is being supported by the 
World Bank with five loans to¬ 
talling $99.5 million. 

The loan beneficiaries are the 
Algerian government, three in¬ 
dustrial companies — Enterprise 
Nationals de Boulonnerie- 
Coulcllerie-Robinetterie (BCR), 
a manufacturer of nuts, bolts, 
taps and valves; Enterprise Na¬ 
tional d'Emballage Metaliiques 
fEMB), a metal container manu¬ 
facturer: and Entreprise Nation- 
ale de Produits Metaliiques Utili- 
taircs (PROMETAL), which 
specialises in metal appliances 
— and a data-processmg and 
.management-consulting compa¬ 
ny, Entreprise Nationale 
d Organisation et dlnformation 


The project will help the three 
industrial enterprises define their 


14 TIDE STAR 


medium- and long-term corpo¬ 
rate strategies; identify ineffi¬ 
ciencies in management, pricing, 
production and technology; and 
define and carry out actions and 
investments to implement their 
strategies within the framework 
of a detailed restructuring plan. 

Like many Algerian industrial 
enterprises, EMB and BCR (and 
to a lesser degree PROMETAL) 
have suffered losses over the 
past few years as a result of gov¬ 
ernment-controlled pricing, an 
almost exclusive reliance on bor¬ 
rowing to finance investments, 
and inefficiency. 

The companies arc expected to 
become financially sustainable 
and competitive through im¬ 
proved management systems, in¬ 
creased responsiveness to market 
factors anamore prudentinvest¬ 
ment planning, Tbe training of 
local consultants is expected to 
lead to the creation of more flex¬ 
ible and responsive consulting 
firms and the development of a 
dynamic and competitive private 
service sector. 



Dr. Nabil Al- Sharif 


Deterring 

extremism 

THE DECISION of the 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein to intervene mili¬ 
tarily in the case of an Is¬ 
raeli aggression on any 
Arab country should be 
understood within the 
framework of introducing 
a factor of deterrence to 
Israel's rising intransi¬ 
gence and militancy. We 
should also bear in mind 
that this uplifting state¬ 
ment of President Saddam 
came in the wake of im¬ 
plicit and explicit Israeli 
statements hinting at ex¬ 
pansion and provocation. 

Western circles will 
likely continue in their 
short-sighted, biased ap- 

f iroach, and will fail to see 
srael's continued brutali¬ 
sation and daily abuse of 
the Arab population in the 
occupied territories. They 
will overlook the fact that 
our children are teargased 
in their schools. They will 
not mention Israel's long 
arm of aggression that has 
reached Iraq and Tunisia, 
not to mention Jordan, 
Egypt, Syria and Lebanon. 
They will only see the 
statements of dignity and 
self-defence that President 
Hussein made public earli¬ 
er this week, thus express¬ 
ing the noblest feelings of 
pride and dignity in the 
deepest comers of the 
hearts of all Arabs. 

The Western circles will 
also continue to overlook 
the fact that President 
Hussein's statements are, 
first and foremost, condi¬ 
tional. Iraq will only re¬ 
spond to an Israeli aggres¬ 
sion not only against Iraq, 
but also against any Arab 
country stretching from 
Mauritania to Syria. Let 
Israel, in other words, con¬ 
fine itself to the option of 
peace and co-existence 
and it would not have to 
worry about an Arab initi¬ 
ation of attack. But, if Is¬ 
rael is still relying on the 
old mentality of dictating 
its terms by force on the 
Arabs, then President 
Hussein's statements are 
only inviting the Israelis 

.1 ■ t _!l L.f... MnrVI- 


longer accept to be the 
only'ones to near the brunt 
of intransigence and ex¬ 
tremism. . , 

President Husseins 
statements should, if they 
are objectively under¬ 
stood, contribute to estab¬ 
lishing a situation of sta¬ 
bility in the region, and 
should help save all. the 
people in this area the; ag¬ 
onies of war that Israel s 
trigger-happy leadership 
of,, the extreme : right 1S : 
likely to bring abOuL > V 
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Shamir: 'Arabs have absolutely no need to fear Israel' 


Editor's note: One because the extremism that I 

week after he formed 3SSX“SS 52 
his right-wing Likud- between Israel and the Arab 
led government, Yit- world to reach any retfisticsqlu- 

I. if Chnmir in UOn< Arflbs PiedispOSttlOn 

zhflk Shamir was in- to exaggerate also leads to 

terviewed by Israeli mounting Arab demands. Nowa- 

npwsnaner The Teru- ^ when , anyone in the Arab 
newspaper ine jeru world speaks about ne g 0 (j at | 0ns 

Salem Post. Following between Israel and the Arab 

nrp pvrernts: countries, he no longer has in 
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Q: How will this government 
act differently from the previ¬ 
ous one vis-a-vis various is¬ 
sues, such as the Intifada? Will 
there be new settlements in the 
territories? Wilt it strengthen 
the existing ones? 

A: Generally speaking, the 
overall approach will be the 
same. As far as the Intifada is 
concerned, there may be more 
emphasis on protecting the set- 
tiers in Judea and Samaria, be¬ 
cause the population there is suf¬ 
fering. It's true that the army 
makes every possible effort to 
prevent this suffering but the 
new government may increase 
efforts in this direction. A wave 
of new settlements is not antici¬ 
pated. Everything that was stated 
in the basic guidelines of the last 
national unity government will 
more or less apply to this gov¬ 
ernment. The emphasis will be 
on the... strengthening of the 
now-existing settlements. There 
must be some development; no 
settlements can mark time. There 
is no one who now believes that 
preference should be given to 
new settlements. 

Q: There are those in Israel 
and in the region who say if 
®ere is no progress towards 
peace in the Middle East, the 
situation will deteriorate into 
war. Do you agree? 

A'Such calls in the Arab world 
are cyclical. After an interval of 
relative quiet, voices of war and 
aggression again begin to be 
® the Arab world. This 
ume it s Iraq, after it has become 
nee of the burden of its war with 
nan.ij which it sees itself a vic- 
rer- They have returned to their 


world to reach any realistic solu¬ 
tion. The Arab's predisposition 
to exaggerate also leads to 
mounting Arab demands. Nowa¬ 
days, when anyone in the Arab 
world speaks about negotiations 
between Israel and the Arab 
countries, he no longer has in 
mind the Camp David Accords. 
What he's 

thinking --- 

about is a 

Palestinian 

state. 

What Israel /Kj 

can and m 

wants to do 
for promoi- 
ing the peace 
process does 

not transcend / 

the Camp lujg? 

David Ac- 

cords. Till Vvg 

now, this ^Bj&l 

framework t TOjl 

has been the 
binding one. 

It obligates 

us and we be- I ' 

lieve it can j> 

be realised. J . 

Q: What Sy 

will Israel $ % 

do if Jordan *1 ^ 

finds itself in “ V? / 

a situation - ^ ’ 

where its 
survival is at risk? 

A: We have no aggressive in¬ 
tentions towards Jordan. We 

sometimes find it difficult to be¬ 
lieve al! this talk in Jordan 
about Israel cherishing a dream 
of attacking Jordan and of liqui¬ 
dating the Kingdom of Jordan. 
Israel is far removed from nur¬ 
turing any thoughts of attacking 
any Arab country, even the most 
hostile. There's no need to do 
that. We want to live in peace. 


outcries, the hysteria that you 
generate by declaring that immi¬ 
gration leads to war. What kind 
of nonsense is (hat? Is the fact 
that a few hundred people are 
settling in the territories a cause 
for war? Why should we make 
such a declaration? No one 
would believe us in any event, 
even if we did make suen a dec¬ 
laration. Everyone knows the 
truth of the matter. There is a So¬ 
viet mission in Israel. Any one 


m ■ 

i - & 


’* * 

||v ? 


tence. 

I am surprised that in Europe 
and in the US(nothing is being 
done) to clarify this to the Arabs. 
They want to appear as 
"moderates." Where do you see 
Arab moderation? 

Where is the media in Europe 
and America? why don't hey 
launch a strong attack against 
this — what I would even term 
barbaric — warfare? 


Q: Some 
claim that af¬ 
ter this wave 
of immigra¬ 
tion, Israel 
won't be in¬ 
terested in 
making peace 
with the Pal¬ 
estinians. 

A: Today 
everyone 
knows that a 
weak Israel 
won't come to 
any settlement 
with them. 
Only a strong 
and confident 
Israel will be 
able to make 
peace agree¬ 
ments with the 
Arab world. 



of its members can check for 
himself whether Soviet Jews are 
going there. We can oven facili¬ 
tate their checking this out, if 
they arc interested. 

But the Arabs arc indeed 
afraid of Jewish immigration. 
The question is: What is the So¬ 
viets' interest in fighting against 
immigrations? It's just to the 
contrary. The Soviet Union's un¬ 
derstanding, and assistance, can 
win it many friends here and 


S ^ Q; Why did 

I yon halt the 

T^vy peace process 

—'~" z - 1 in March? 

Were you op¬ 
posed to the Baker-Arens for- 
muladon for the participation 
of a Palestinian delegation in 
tiie Cairo talks? Did you sus¬ 
pect there would be covert 
PLO participation? 

A: \Vhal is the peace process? 
If we're talking about imple¬ 
menting our peace initiative of 
14 May, 1989, then we should 
be consulted. It's not thaL Pm 
zealous about our copyright. Wc, 
the formulators of this plan, wish 
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in the region, ft should teU the 
Arab sfeteS; Stop tee artificial 


abroad. 

Q: So are you saying the Ar¬ 
abs are justified in their fear of 
Immigration? 

A: They're right from their 
point of view. Whoever seeks to 
get rid of the Jewish reality in 
the Middle East has grounds for 
being opposed to immigration, 
because this is Zionism's true 
victory, and all that Israel signi¬ 
fies, I understand their fears; But 
immigration will not hurt them, 
nor harm their interests. Immi¬ 
gration will. strengthen Israel, 
and a strong Israel will bring 
greater stability and security to 
the region. They have nothing to 
fear. But those who do not want 
a stronger Israel, and are toying 
with the illusion that they can 
liquidate Israel, it is they who 
are 1 opposed-. to immigration. 
That is why I ask myself wheth¬ 
er it Js possible to talk about 
peape-'with those Who, artf dead . 
set dgairist immigration. For us,, 
opposing.Jinmigradon is tanta-: 
moiint to bpposing our veiy exis- 


to take a course in which we be¬ 
lieve. I would say, therefore, this 
plan -— this Initiative — is a 

g ood one. However, there must 
e ongoing and serious consulta¬ 
tions between us and the US re¬ 
garding its implementation. 
These consultations need not in¬ 
clude each individual step, but 
there must be general agreement 
on a scries of steps. Only stich 
muluai understanding can pre¬ 
pare the ground for co-operation, 
t understand America's desire to 
help us implement the peace ini¬ 
tiative. I am grateful to them arid 
at the same time I understand 
that they arc interested in main¬ 
taining good relations, with ,ihe 
Arab world. But they can't take 
these steps (the Cairo talks) 
without haying & full understand¬ 
ing with Israel. 

Qj but aren't you (ignoring 
the fact that from September 
1989 to March 1990 there wer e 
intensive,. dally consultations 
between the .US and Israel ion 
an Israeli-Ptetinian dialogue 


in Cairo? 

A: This process is so complex 
and difficult, that one someumes 
must stop and take lime out to¬ 
gether to think how to proceed. 
For as you know negotiations for 
resolvina territorial conflicts, or 
others, between, various coun¬ 
tries lake years. You can take ex¬ 
amples from the whole world. It 
can't go along at what is known as 
an "American tempo.” Here we 
sometimes have to fortify our¬ 
selves with patience. 

Q: President George Bush 
said that he wants to get an Is- 
raeli-Palestinian dialogue roll¬ 
ing. Don’t you want to mend 
your relations with him and 
his administration? If so, what 
do you propose to tell him? 

A: I am interested in doing so, 

I have something to say, nnd I 
certainly do want to advance the 
peace process. But I am interest¬ 
ed in reaching on agreement. Af¬ 
ter all, 1 have been telling the 
Americans not to forget that it's 
our initiative. But 1 want them to 
understand our intentions, and I 
want to make it clear that a dia¬ 
logue between Israel and Arab 
representatives of Judea, Samar¬ 
ia and Gaza cannot succeed 
without prior agreement between 
the parties (hat the goal is to ad¬ 
vance within the framework of 
the Camp David Accords — that 
is, autonomy. 

There’s nothing to discuss with 
those among Lhe Pulcstiniun- 
Arabs who arc- opposed to auton¬ 
omy. There's noining to discuss 
with them. Thai’s to begin with. 
Second, wc must take into con¬ 
sideration that Israel will not talk 
with the PLO, because among 
other reasons they are opposed 
to autonomy and the Camp Da¬ 
vid agreement Third, but no less 
important: It is impossible to 
conceive that we could reach any 
sort of serious understanding be¬ 
tween us and the Palestinian sec¬ 
tor without further understand¬ 
ing and progress in the relations 
between Israel and the Arab 
states. 

After all, peace is diametrical¬ 
ly opposed to war. And if one 
talks about removing the danger 
of war, the reference is first and 
foremost to the' Arab countries. 
For who can wage war? States 
with armies and weapons. All 
these terrorist organisations are 
incapable of waging war. That is 
why our actions must be simulta¬ 
neously directed — as set forth 
in our peace initiative to¬ 
wards dealing with the Arab 
states and improving our rela¬ 
tions with them, as well as at 
dealing with our local conflict, 
including the differences of 
opinion and interest between us 
and the Arab population of Ju¬ 
dea, Samaria and Gaza,. This 
must be a comprehensive effort 
that encompasses all these 
spheres in the Arab world. 

Q: You are now leading the . 
fifth government within the 
past seven years. Doesn't this 
signify instability? 

A: The president (of Israel)' 
thinks there have been too many 
governments' But not all these 
governmefiis were the result of 
political crises. For exampl?. Be¬ 
gin quit for strictly personal rea¬ 
sons.. One (1986) was'due to . (he ! 
to la |ion agreement and another 
’ (1988) was the result of regu^Ur! 
eUjctiqha.;. Actually only t&y 
governments .Were; due' to! other 
; reasons, : . •!. 
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People and Events- 



Batrouni 
leaves her 
indelible 
marks on 
local theatre 

By Mi* A hu Iliinidmi 

Special U* Tin’ Si;v 

• STAK READERS anti theatre 
lovers hen- in Aiiiiikiii will lie 
sad lo team that Mrs Vanessa 
Batrouni, who has become 
well-known for her mts reviews 
in The Star and for her contribu¬ 
tion to local theatre, wilt be leav¬ 
ing Jordan at the end of die 
month. In tlic ten years she has 
been here Mm Batrouni has 
changed the face of local English 
theatre front sm at I oma ic ur 
shows to sizable productions of 
a very professional standard. 
Through her work both in the 
theatre and as a drama teacher 
she has stimulated the interest of 
many in theatre as a serious art 
form. 

Before coming to Jordan in 
1981, Mrs Batrouni had already 
gained extensive experience in 
the theatre. After studying drama 
at the Central School of Speech 
and Drama. London, Mrs Ba¬ 
trouni performed in the West 
End hit musical, the Rocky Hor¬ 
ror Show. In 1974 she left Lon¬ 
don for Vienna, Austria where 
she studied singing and vocal 
techniques under the singer Wil¬ 
liam Blankenship. While in 
Vienna Mrs Batrouni toured 
twice with the Viennas English 
theatre. On her return to Eng¬ 
land, she lectured for three years 


at the Middlesex Pol¬ 
ytechnic, London on 
singing and vocal 
techniques which was 
part of a new perfor¬ 
mance arts course. 

It was not long af¬ 
ter her urrival here in 
Jordan that Mrs Hn- 
tmuni turned her in¬ 
tention in the drama 
scene in Amman. 

Teaming up with 
(Jinny Tmikun and a 
handful of other thea¬ 
tre enthusiasts she 
helped form the Roy¬ 
al Theatre Co. (RTC) 
with whom in 1984 
she was to direct her 
first musical, "You’re 
A Good Man Charlie 
Brown.” This lively, 
beautifully produced 
show set the tone for 
all that was to follow. 
Fast-moving, meticu¬ 
lously choreographed and col¬ 
ourful it carried the elements that 
were soon to become the trade¬ 
marks of a Batrouni production. 
Il was also with this production 
that Mrs Batrouni first drew the 
acting and singing talents togeth¬ 
er of Kay Mukhar, David 
Thompson and Lexi Haddadin 
who among Ihcm have formed 
the base of the many productions 
Mrs Batrouni has directed over 
the years in Amman. 

More ambitious projects fol¬ 
lowed. In 1985 Mrs Batrouni 
staged "Oliver !" with its huge 
cast of children, followed the 
next year by an equally success¬ 
ful production of "Annie." It was 
that same year, 1986, that Mrs 
Batrouni produced and directed 
the French opera, "The Medium" 
which although not seen by 
many people was quite simply a 
tour de force. With this she es- 
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tablished her unique ability not 
only to extract monumental pc- 
formances from essentially inex¬ 
perienced actors, but also to con¬ 
vey through understated drama 
powerful emotions. That same 
year, Mrs Batrouni found time 
not only to turn in a hilarious 
performance as Mrs Cratchit in 
the British Council's production 
of "A Christmas Carol" but also 
to produce and direct an energet¬ 
ic and sensitive version of "Oh 
What a Lovely War" for RTC. 

Since Lhen Mrs Batrouni has 
directed many more shows and 
productions. In conjunction with 
her position as artist in residence 
establishing drama at the Am¬ 
man Baccalaureate School she 
staged with her students such 
shows as "The Wizard of Oz,” 
"Charlie and the Chocolate Fac¬ 
tory" and "The Owl and The 
Pussycat Went to See" among 
others. 


Sibling rivalry 

LAST WEEK my two children, two and the three year old, dis¬ 
covered the power of money. They also found out, to their cha¬ 
grin, its curse. It was on Friday morning when I woke up to my 
son's and daughter's screams and cries. It look some time to fig¬ 
ure out that the internecine squabbling was all bout. The girl, 3, 
was collecting all the loose change she could find on the utchen 
table, by the television set and in my trousers' pockets. She kept 
the change in an empty shoe box and began to tease her little 
brother about the tasty and lovely things she will be able to get 
with the money. 

Naturally, the boy did not take long to launch his first, though 
unsuccessful, raid against his sister in order to keep die loot, m 
retaliation he received a good kick in the face, but this was not to 
deter him. The poor maid Lried to mediate between the two sib¬ 
lings by suggesting that they divide the money amongst them¬ 
selves. This took a lot of convincing on her part before my 
daughter relented and handed in part of her fortune. The boy 
took his share and hid it in an empty perfume box. 

The conflict did not end here. Now that both children had 
made their first capital, they naturally sought to make more mon¬ 
ey. To them the more they had of the silver and bronze coins, the 
more powerful their buying power could be. The girl talked 
about getting a new bicycle while the boy bragged about acquir- 

inn ,ha lalacl in milifnm. imWlnii.j. « 1. ..... 



into ahedious shopping spree. 

Their primitive capitalist instincts led them to compare for¬ 
tunes. Accordingly the boy fell he was poorer than his entrepre- 
neural sister who obviously had more jingles out of her little 
bank. A fierce conspiracy was in the making in my son’s head. 
When he discovered that no more coins were to be found around 
the house, he resorted to classic imperialist adventures. Carrying 
out a sudden and massive attack against his unsuspecting sister, 
he managed to get his little hands on that precious little box — 
everything his sister had in the world. 

It was then that I woke up to their shouting and crying. The 
boy was defending his comer quite bravely against volleys of 
pillows, old shoes and toys thrown at him by his enraged sister. 
It was war. 

I tried to intervene forcibly in the beginning using my paternal 
powers, but discovered the both were so engaged in their fight¬ 
ing that no outside interference would have been tolerated. I 
called for a mice and promised to listen to their cases, which l 
did. 


- »umcy, ami us aeaaiy attraction, was me reai issue. « 
separated between them and drove them to fight among them 
selves. I emptied the contents of the two coffers and told them to 
look. Why was this pile of metal so inviting? I asked. And then I 
remembered that my children were acting as adults do in our 
world; they fought and stole from one another because money 
meant power ana authority. 

1 failed to explain all of this to my two children, but I told 
them that this pile of junk was not a new bicycle, a gun or even 
m ice cream. 1 suggested that I take the money and buy for them 
the things they liked. For a moment they looked at me suspi¬ 
ciously and then they agreed. 

In a few minutes they forgot about their little war and were 
busy watching cartoons, I on the other hand was writing down a 
very long shopping list - the price of peace. 


Ahmad Madi 
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Kasatsaa sssawass 

Amman was Bronte" a musical ly and isolated existence oil 
Mrs Batrouni wrote herself. North Yorkshire Moors she man 

With this production, she fill- 


lions 

era," "The Gingerbread Mam 
"Kiss Me Kate" and "Alladin" 
for the RTC in conjunction with 
other institutions. With Nadim 
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aged through clever and su 
humour, through sensiuye^ 
moving lyrics and through i 
vative choreography to , J 
the many , different and comp 
attitudes and aspect s of• 
18th century England. * 
play that Mrs Batrouni hopes w 
stage in London On her vem> 

In the meantime, 
will be sorely missed by_ai 
friends anti colleagues here 
Amman who have ^ome 

predate greatlV her undou , 

. talent, her wlsdom and'lgf 2 - 

derful sense of humouf> ^ 
her all the luck.aS ;; 

: pursue her career™ 

. Theatre arid 
will contrfl^ ai n^ph 

■ .L. L.. I<w4an. • SX, 
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Woof IDis&om 

Pew men have the 
ability to lead, yet 
there are thousands 
awaiting to be led 


Music Day: Anything goes 


By Ahmad Humeid 
and Khaldoon Tabaza 

Special to The Star 

Today Thursday, 21 

June, is Music Day. Although 
Jordan joined the many nations 
that celebrate Music Day three 
years ago, this year will be the 
first time musical activities will 
actually take place. The events 
of today were organised by the 
French Cultural Centre which 
will present two performances of 
live music as well as video 
shows throughout the day. 


The first performance will be 
by oud player Adel Salamch 
who will be performing at 6 pm. 
Then at 7 pm the volume will be 
pumped up a bit for the 
rock'n’roll performance of the 
French band ‘The Magic Mush¬ 
room and the Mechanics 1 who 
will playtheir original rock'n'roll 
tunes. The performances and 
video shows will take place at 
the French Cultural Centre in Ja- 
bal El Wcibdch. 

Music Day is a global event 
originally started in France by 
the French Ministry of Culture 


in 1982. Three years later the 
ministers of culture of the Euro¬ 
pean Community (EC) decided 
to hold the event on an European 
scale. The event was then inter¬ 
nationally adopLcd and is now 
celebrated by nations all around 
the world. 

Music Day in France and else¬ 
where is a free event. Music iwr- 
formanccs by bands or individu¬ 
als are held in the streets all day 
long and everybody is welcomed 
to join. The whole music spec¬ 
trum is represented: from classi¬ 
cal lo jazz to rock music, any¬ 
thing goes. 


Rocking 

and 

Rolling 
on Music 

w °ay 

■W HAT DO mushrooms and 
mechanics have in common? 
well, rock'n’roll music, appar¬ 
ently. 

The Magic Mushroom and the 
Mechanics is a rock'n'roll band 
established by five young 
Frenchmen who live and work in 
Amman. The Mushroom in 
question here is Edouard Brault, 
Jie vocalist accompanied by the 
Mechanics who are Vincent 
tbenne on drums, Bertrand de 
fountain on keyboards, Jean- 
miuppe Amour *on lead guitar 
^Alain Rael on bass. 

The band will hold a free con- 
JWat the French Cultural Cen- 
? on occasion of the Music 
jay on Thursday, 21 June. "At 
Jr J® 1 ® of summer, bands are 
Ptymg all over France in every 



Auto Talk 

ByBobKocher 

<*> you do it? What 
do after you do it? 
on ,5 th ® Se questions have been 
ownu RUnds of 031 owners for 
mi'** y® 818 *Manufactur- 
cs, ’ od companies, garag- 
7 - all have many dff- 

^ opinions on when to do it 

XtZ subject, of. 
how often 

VsoiL Ch f? ge your 
fa^ tf you 

wuraetf, W hat do 
0 with the Old oil 

^ ° a should be simple. 

recomnJrS f® manufapfuieris 
^endadons as .to how. of-. 


Spot the mushroom / 

city and town, and we thought 
that it would be nice to celebrate 
this day here in Jordan," says 
Edouard. 

The band plays its own Eng¬ 
lish rock'n’roll songs inspired by 
groups like U2 and Dire Straits, 
"and some Jazz," says Alain, 
who used to be in a Jazz band. 

Their first concert planned on 
14 June was cancelled because 
the band hadn't enough lime to 
practice. Now they rehearse on 
evenings three days 8 week to 
get in shape for the forthcoming 
concert. "Rock’n'roll needs a lot 
of practice," says Alain. "I prac- 


be changed at least three or four 
times a year. If you drive many 
miles, you might change it as of¬ 
ten as eight or ten times a year. I 
recommend replacing the oil fil¬ 
ter with each oil change. 

"If you do change 1 your own 
oil, environmentalists are in¬ 
volved in telling you what to do 
with the old oil. They don't want 
you to pour the old, dirty, black 
oil in the gravel driveway or out 
behind your garage. That stuff 
soaks into the ground and affects 

the environment for- 

; ! ever! 


ticc the bass four hours a day. 
Music brings us together and the 
work we pul into it always has a 
special taste for me.""... Unlike 
all this disgusting electronic 
'House' music which fills the 
charts these days. Electronic mu¬ 
sic is only good for films," inter¬ 
rupts Bertrand, the group's 
youngest member. 

The band hopes that a lot of 
people will attend their concert. 
"We are amazed that the audi¬ 
ence of rock'n'roll is such a small 
one in a town of one million," 
says Edouard, "but we hope that 
our concert will be a success." 


across one manufacturer who 
makes a recycling kit to collect 
the old oil in for recycling. An¬ 
other makes a cardboard box 
with a plastic liner and absorbent 
material to drain the oil into for 
disposal. Follow the instructions 
m how to get rid of the oil prop¬ 
erly. 
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uestion of the Week 
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1 I Suggest you put it: id f some 
kihd of container you edn haul In 
ytids trunk: to someqne wto can 
dispose, of it property, Son# ser¬ 
vice ■ stations ahd gfcragef. will 
tatoe^t M of chaigp/’f.hav^ VP 
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Digital Prejudice 

"Hit the industrial works in sector 3B which provide ammunition 
to ihc Arab forces". Prctiy heavy stuff, isn't ii? This line comes 
from the instruction manual of a flight simulator computer game 
which piis you in your F29 fighter plane against the ,T hoTdes” of 
enemy, typically "Arab", fighter planes. 

Although the above is only a scenario in that game (other sce¬ 
narios arc available where the enemy Is Russian or Vietnamese) 
stereotyping in computer games exists to an alarming extent, and, 
by all means, doesn't seem to feel the slightest need to justify it- 
seir. To the average European or American teenager, video gomes 
probably give iltc impression that all yellow people arc martial an 
experts, and, alternatively, all Arabs ore terrorists... a recent 
chart-topping hit video game, released by a British software pub¬ 
lishing company, has the following, typically model scenario: 
Arab terrorists have- hijacked a DC-10 airliner and it's up 10 the 
player 10 single-handedly rescue them. The on-screen graphical 
representation of die geographical area shows ihc battle site... a 
country between Egypt and 'Tunisia imaginatively called "KalLib¬ 
ya" (?). The video game itself? oh, it's quite good, actually, I 
spent hours blowing up ihc very well drawn Niita-clad Arabs lo 
smithereens. 

A recent, still 
more offensive 
type of game is a 
so-called "Middle 
East Political Sim¬ 
ulator". Essentially 
a strategy wargamc 
set in the laic 90's, 
the software, re¬ 
leased yet again by 
a Rritish software 
house, pits you as the swom-in Prime Minister of Israel in a quest 
to, and 1 quote, "Force tlic collapse or nil four neighbouring gov¬ 
ernments via political destabilisation ur direct military defeat". All 
option to chungc sides, which would have made the game quite 
acceptable in our terms (even if wc don't play the Arab side), is 
surprisingly lacking in a strategy game of this son. 

As yet another direct able information medium, computer soft¬ 
ware, just like movies, books and newspapers, can and have occa¬ 
sionally bccumc an instrument of prejudice and discrimination. 
Ami considering their vast popularity (in Britain, video games are 
the second most popular fomi of entertainment after Television), 
ami die fact that the bulk of the entertainment software buying 
public lies within the 8-25 age group, this is something we could 
do without, and indeed must do something against. 



RALLIES 


Hayyat Rally takes off on Friday 

Amman (Star)- The countdown for takeoff has begun for the 
Hayyat National Rally. The rally will start tomorrow, Friday, at 9:00 
am, front the headquarters of the Royal Automobile Club (RAC). 

Organised by RAC, and sponsored by Karoline, this is the second 
national rally this year and the fifth stage in the 1990 Jordan Drivers 
championship. 

The Hayyat rally will be run over relatively good quality tracks 
making il an ideal one for beginners. Thirteen special stages amount¬ 
ing to a total of 79 kilometres will make for very exciting driving as 
the time differences will be very small. The first leg will include the 
following stages: Jeezeh, A1 Mahjar A1 Abiad, Sbeiban, Absi, Alrab- 
bah and Lahoon, then back to Amman via the second stage inducting 
Mahjar 2, Jeezeh 2, Absi 2, Rabbah 2, Lahoon 2 and finally Madaba 
stages. The finish will be at the RAC headquarters at 7:00 pm and fi¬ 
nal results will be announced at 8:00 pm. 


■ Dear Car Bob: 1 promised 
myself that I'd keep my car look¬ 
ing good all of the dme. How of¬ 
ten can I wash il? 

■ If you sire washing by hand, 

wash-it Whenever ft's; dirty. If 
you are taking it to a. car. wash 
with brushes, wash it price every 
cquple of weeks. Jit .the witifr 
arid'Spring &nd once a rnontta the ■ 
rest of (Be year. '• : • V ; 

: glgned,.Car Bqb 


TECHMO 

FACTS 


Light Alloy 
Wheels 


BY FADI TAHA 


■ when MAN first rolled: * 

stone downhill,, he noticed that 
round rooks roll Infinitely easi¬ 
er than their fist-sided counter- 
puts. The concept of the wheel 
came into existence. The design parameters of the wheel have since 
been well established, and even today wheel manufacturer* Hill com® 
up with almost endless variations on that suns basic theme. 

New technologies have allowed wheel manufacturers to produce 
light alloy wheels like the Id htch wheel for the Corvette that weights 
only 11.5 pounds, cutting the Corvette's hefty weight dramatically, 
giving higher acceleration 10 ai higher top speed at a lower rale of fuel 
consumption. ;'■.■■■' ■ • 

Thtt improvement in pofomvartce whenusing these light aluminum 
wheels does not only result from the general weight reduction, When 



icaliy q w „ 

using light alloy wheels to the,main mas? of the car wc would still got 
a beucf performance. In other wpfdr If ihft fcnved Weight war fn.WV 

to he accelerated sub»- 


lef pwfo 

_Is they.w>uld need an additional 

queriuy putting s heavier Itiad on the togt 
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People and Events- 


Norma' & 'Othello' at Jerash: 

A pinnacle of the city's fame - 


• THE HISTORIC city of Jc- 
nish will probably reach the pin¬ 
nacle of tne it's cultural fame in 
the summer of 1991 when it's 
south theatre will witness a pro¬ 
duction of two of the world 
greatest operas, Bellini's "Nor¬ 
ma” and Shakespeare's "Othello" 
by an Italian troupe. 

The two operas are to be per¬ 
formed within 6 days through 
die period of 29 June tolO July 
and at the time, besides oozing 
with culture, Jerash is also ex¬ 
pected to host an audience of 
about 12000 people, more than 
8000 of which will be flying in 
from outside Jordan for the oc¬ 
casion. 

The event, which is the brain¬ 
child of Mr Lino Cesarla, is 
sponsored by the Italian Sun¬ 
flower tour operators, Royal Jor¬ 
danian airlines, the Marriott Ho¬ 
tel and the Ministry of Tourism 
and Antiquities, and is funded by 
a number of foreign and local in¬ 
vestors. 

In a press conference held 
Monday at the Marriott Hotel, 
Minister of Tourism, Mr Abdel 
Karim Kabariti stressed the 
significance of the performance 
because "it represents the start of 
a new phase in our strategy of 
combining the best of tourism, 
antiquities and culture to raise 
Jordan's profile on the interna¬ 
tional stage of special cultural 
events." 

• The General Assembly of the 
Surgeons Society elected a new 
board of directors on Friday in 
its annual meeting. They are; Dr 
Abdallah Bashir (president). Dr 
Cihassan Farah {vice president), 
Dr Ahmad Al Adwan (secre¬ 
tary), Dr Wael Falaler (treasur¬ 
er), Dr Mohammed Ftelha, Dr 
Mahmoud Abu Khalaf and Dr 
liisham Al Thaher (members). 

• Amman's French School has 
came a long way since it first 
opened its doors in 1972. Then it 
had a mere five students who at¬ 
tended class at the French Em¬ 
bassy. Now its 180 students can 
enjoy the comfort of the spa¬ 
cious, purpose-built new premis¬ 
es of Amman's French School 
which were officially inaugurat¬ 
ed by French Ambassador Den¬ 
nis Bauchard last Wednesday. 

Minister of Education and 
Higher Education Mohammad 
Hamdan, president of the Na¬ 
tional Music Conservatory She- 
rlfa Hind Nasser and members 
of the diplomatic corps were 
among the 350 guests who en¬ 
joyed the comfort of the school's 
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From the press conference 


The mins of Roman domina¬ 
tion in Jerash constitute the per¬ 
fect, almost dream setting for 
Norma, which in turn also takes 
place at a time of Roman occu¬ 
pation (in Gaul). Opera Norma, 
first performed in 1831 at the 
Tcatro alia Seals in Milan tells 
the story of Norma, Priestess of 
the God Irminsu! who breaks her 
vows over the love of a Roman 
officer, then loses her entity 
through her lover’s betrayal, and, 
accepting her sin, ultimately sac¬ 
rifices herself to the moon. The 
opera's performance in June 
1991 will be it's 160th anniver- 


spacious theatre until well into 
the evening. 

School President Bemad Ma- 
hoiix says the new school has all 
facilities including proper class¬ 
rooms, a library, sports facilities 
and service areas tor its students 
who come from 20 different na¬ 
tionalities and follow the French 
school curriculum with the addi¬ 
tion of Arabic language classes. 
Mr Mafaoux says the move to 
the new school will also enable 
the school to expand its activi¬ 
ties and he also hopes to add af¬ 
ternoon classes including French 
courses for children, handicrafts, 
sport and music when the new 
school year begins in October. 

• The Goldsmiths and Jewel¬ 
lery Association in Amman held 
its annual meeting at the Plaza 
Hotel on Sunday, 17 June. 
Members discussed the financial 
and administrative report and is¬ 
sues concerning the profession. 

A luncheon was held after the 
meeting. 

• HRH Princess Sarvalh pa¬ 
tronised Monday the graduation 


Ipse SPECIAL OFFER 

SUBAIH FOR GARMENTS 

8th Circle • Bayadlr Wadi El-Seer - Main 8tr. 
opp. The Moaqua - tel. 823468 


T-shlit LACOSTE plain and atrlpe 

JD 9.500 

T-shirt benetton & polo 

JD 3.000 

Shirt benetton short-sleeve 

JD 4.000 

Jogping uuitUcoete 

JD 12.000 

Jogging suit benetton 

JD 10,000 

PHOSFORIC short 

JD 4.000 

Swimming suit for men 

JD 3.000 

Swimming suit for gifts and ladles 

JD 8.000 

Swimming suit lor babies 

JD 1.000 

In addition to other sport clothes 


Open dally from 8:00 a.m. 

- 9:00 p.m. 

Friday* from 10:00 a.m. • 

8:00 p.m. , 

THE STAR 


The lop Bulgarian artist Gha¬ 
na Dimitrova is going to sing 
Norma and a cast of over 300 
top artists will attempt to do jus¬ 
tice to the two enormous works 
of art Mr Marrk) Corradl , 
stage director of the event said 
he was "impressed beyond 
words by the acoustics of the 
theatre ... Hie set needn't be 
touchedl.* 

The performance is going to 
take place under an expected full 
moon, which, through it's signif¬ 
icance in 'Norma', should en¬ 
hance further the beauty of the 
setting. 

ceremony of the 22nd batch of 
Al Qadisieh College female stu¬ 
dents. The .Ceremony, which 
was held at the Palace of Cul¬ 
ture, was attended by Dr Khaled 
Al Karaki, minister of culture. 

• The Al Al-Beil Foundation 
for Islamic Civilisation Research 
will co-operate with Al Furqan 
Islamic Foundation in London to 
monitor Arabic and Islamic man¬ 
uscripts available in the King¬ 
dom as part of Al Furqan's pro¬ 
ject to document Islamic 
manuscripts around the world. 
Al Al-Beil has already began 
communications with local cul¬ 
tural establishments in this re¬ 
gard. 

• Jordanian Dr Malek Eld 
Joweid nuclear medicine spe¬ 
cialist at Harvard University 
Hospital participated in the Inter¬ 
national Conference for Nuclear 
Medicine which will be held in 
Washington D.C. between 19 
and 22 June. Dr Joweid present¬ 
ed three working papers to the 
conference. 

• Mr Nasri Attallab, director- 
general of the Ministry of Tour¬ 
ism, met Saturday a delegation 
representing Spanish newspa¬ 
pers, radio and television. Mr 
Attallah reviewed tourism pro¬ 
grammes Jordan offers to 
European tourists, mainly relig¬ 
ious, cultural and health tourism. 
The delegation was in Jordan as 
part of the country's efforts to 
publicize Jordan's tourism poten¬ 
tial. Increase in tourist groups 
last year was estimated at 28 per 
cent more than the previous 
year while in the first quarter or 
tins year an increase of 78.5 per 
cent was recorded. . 

• HRH Princess Haya bint Al 
Hussein, honorary president of 
the Queen Alia Foundation, dis¬ 
tributed 35 hearing aid equip- 


Films 

• The American Center presents 
the feature film "The Maltese 
Falcon", starring Humphrey Bo¬ 
gart, Thursday 21 June at 7:00 
pm. On Sunday 24 June the Cen¬ 
ter presents "Chinatown", star¬ 
ring jack Nicholoson and Faye 
Dunaway, at 7:00 pm. 

• The British Council presents 
the feature film "Blooming 
Youth", Wednesday 27 June at 
6:00 pm. 

• The Goethe Institute presents 
the film "Fruehlingssinfonie", 
starring Nastassja Kinski, Satur¬ 
day 23 June at 8:00 pm. 

• The French Cultural Centre 
presents the film "La Femme de 
Ma Vie"', starring Chrisophe 
Malavoy, Monday 25 June at 
8:00 pm. 

• The Spanish Cultural Centre 
presents the feature film "Stfco", 
starring Fernando Fenian Gomez 
and Agustin Gonzales, Thursday 
21 June at 4:30 pm. Also on 
Monday 25 June the Centre 
presents "El Tunel", starring 
Jane Seymour and Peter Weller, 
at 10:30 am. 

Lectures 

• Mr William Kuntz will lec¬ 
ture on "Considerations in 
managing a small public ac¬ 
counting practice", Tuesday 26 
June, 6:30 pm, al the lecture hall 
of the Jordan Electricity Authori¬ 
ty- 

• Architect Bilal Hammad will 
lecture on "Impressions about 
architecture In Jordan and Pal¬ 
estine", Tuesday 26 June at 7 
pm, at the Goethe Institute. 

Trips 

• Friends of Archaeology will 
organise a field trip to Tell Nim- 
rin, departure on Friday 22 June 
at 8:30 am from Amra Hotel. 

Exhibitions 

• An exhibition on 'Textiles 
from Ottoman Times" continues 
at Abdel Hamid Shoman Foun¬ 
dation until 30 June. 

• The works of two German 
Orientalist artists is on show at 
the Goethe Institute. Until Sun¬ 
day 24 June. 

Concerts 

Magic Mushroom and the Me¬ 
chanics rock and roll band will 
perform at the French Cultural 
Centre on Thursday 21 June at 
7:30 pm. 

ment to patients in the govemo- 
rate of Ma'an on Saturday. A 
medical team from the founda¬ 
tion had earlier examined 86 cas¬ 
es in the govemorate in co¬ 
operation with Princess Basma 
Social Services Centre. Mrs 
Hannan Toukan, president of 
the foundation, praised the gov- 
emorate's citizens for their co¬ 
operation. She said the founda¬ 
tion will follow up those who re¬ 
ceived the hearing Bid equipment 
■ oy training them. She said the 
foundation will, continue to offer 
free r of charge services to rill 
needy people in the Kingdom.’ 



What's on at the Plaza 

Friday - Family luncheon buffs 


t may - Mmuy luncheon buffs 
at the Coffee Shop. 

Saturday - Prime rib of beef 
night - Coffee Shop. 

Sunday - Jumbo shrimp night al 
Andalusia. 

Monday - Spanish Paella night 
at the Coffee Shop. 

Tuesday - Continental Buffet • 
selection of continental dishes 
(hot & cold). 

Wednesday - Indian Nigbt at 
Coffee Shop. 

Thursday - Sea Food night at 
Andalusia. 


KAL commits to 
23 additional 
Boeings 

• KOREAN AIR announced on 
11 June commitments for 23 
Boeing 747-400s with a total 
value of $4.8 billion including 
spares and training (in delivery- 
year dollars). It is one of the 
largest single orders ever placed 
with the Seattle-based manufac¬ 
turer. 

The announcement was made 
during a Korean government 
trade mission to the US cap™- 
The visit came just one year fl¬ 
ier KAL received its first 74 '/ 
400 on 13 June, 1989.1116 earn¬ 
er previously has ordered nine o 
the high-capacity superjets ana 
to date has taken delivery oi 

Korean Air Senior Execo^ 
Vice President Y.H. Cho 
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The World Cup matches (see showing times) 


Programmes of Jordan Television from 23 June to 29 June 


ENGLISH PROGRAMME 
SATURDAY 

8:30 • Empty Nest: When Bar- 
bus disguised herself as a high 
school student, little did she 
bow (hat she was going to fall 
in love and have a hard time 
loving too. 

9:00 • Encounter: hosted by 
Rami Khouri. 

9:30-Classical Music. 

9:45 • News in English. 

10:00 « World Cup (live) 

11:45 > Alio... Alio: Finally the 
Germans manage to obtain 
some valuable information on 
the British pilots but the de¬ 
scriptions fit everybody in the 
vicinity... now you can imagine 
the confusion. 

SUNDAY 

1:30-Hey Day (comedy) 

9:00 ■ Global Report (docu¬ 
mentary) 

9:45-News In English. 

10:00 -World Cup (live) 

MONDAY 

1:30 • Perfect Strangers: Balki 
wants to document his daily life 
on celluloid and send the film to 
mom. Larry brings in two 
actresses to enliven the show 
Jd this puts Balki off. 

9:00 ■ Blue Blood: A few mur- 
i ws have happened of late in 
wetty, and there was one mur- 
f al countess palace .. 

and Lisa were able to un- 
JJ* the mystery surrounding 
J«e murders. 

X; N .? WS ln English. 

^00. World Cup (live) 

ltlA TUESDAY 
i .Charles in Charge 
! Chaos rules the 

when thq children decide 

hi rT no ru * es * cven 
•JCtaries not to interfere ... 

4at lif 1 Tf® U P 10 ho reality 
y* wl foout order is no life 

SS: A Horseman Riding By: 
S!*?* had been 8 0ns 3 

Tt *??■ N* wife "Claire" 
tJj* wJu J e has been good to 

SM&ar- - 

fcv, WEDNESDAY 

to rf!? € i. Gol<,en GirIs: Doro- 
J* daughter has a fieht with 


'WTfl.'T 8 Dorothy's 

tec l her lime ¥ '* th 
life JSJ** but husband and 

i jg5S^- — 

| ^he Nuclear Age: In this 

i 5d JnLR 10 know about 

; att « n pts to end 

1 ^ Unin?* between the So- 
toihcS* eventually leaking 
1^00f f SALT II treaty, 

Sfc story of d i Va f“ too 

cjfc! ™ famous violin 

^ Ihc hSS^j 0 J 5 lar ®vari- 

, ®®akehis own,violin 


instrument to ensure quality... 
no one noticed his genius until 
the King of Spain needed his 
work. 

THURSDAY 

8:30 - A Different World: De¬ 
nise's science grades arc low so, 
she rings up her brother "Thco" 
for help, Theo arrives alright, 
but spends his time doing other 
things. 

9:10 - Dolphin Cove: Scott is 
back to participate in his son's 
birthday party, his Vietnamese 
experiences have affected his 
manners... and Kale displays an 
uncanny sense of understanding 
the Dolphins. 

10:00 - News in English. 

10:20 - Movie of The Week: 
(Virtuoso): This is the lifestory 
of the world-class British pia¬ 
nist John Ogdon. Diagnosed as 
Schizophrenic, having attempt¬ 
ed suicide and the murder of 
his. The love of his wife and 
friends saved his talent. 

FRIDAY 

8:30 - Didi's comedy show: A 
bunch of gangsters are alter 
Dldi and his friend because they 
have possession of the dia¬ 
monds ... Didi disguises several 
limes differently in an attempt 
to reach the police. 

9:10 - Beauty and the Beast: 
Diana and Vincint discover that 
a vendetta is motivating a killer 
to kill regularly the under- 
nd people... and Father 


■Uinovii "— 

the end the.killer commits sui¬ 
cide. 

10:00 - News in English. 

10:20 - Quincy (To Clear The 
Air): Pollution in the neighbour- 
hood is caused by a chemical 
plant and death among heart pa¬ 
tients increased... to combat the 
evils Of pollution is a job Quin- 

cy- V.; v'./-;= 

FRENCH PROGRAMME 

-. ... y-;-*• . 1 

, Saturday ■ 

5:50 - Champs Elysees; A j Va- 
Twnfrramme .Dresented, by 


guests: Pierre Bachclct. 

7:00 - News in French. 

7:15 - Agriculture en Namible 
+ Vivre de la Pourrure: Two 
documentaries about agriculture 
in Namibia, and furs as a source 
of living in Russia. 

SUNDAY 

5:50 - Tel Pere Tel Fils: A 
comedy series. 

6:15 - L'ecole dcs Fans: A pro¬ 
gramme for children for Jacques 
Marlin. 

7:00 - News in French. 

7:15 - French Varieties. 

MONDAY 

6:10 - Le Skieur du Vide: A 
documentary about the attempt 
a young man undertakes to ski. 
7:00 - News in French. 

7:15 - The Weekly Sports 
Magazine, 

TUESDAY 

6:20 - Des ChlfTres et Des Let- 
tres: A game show. 

6:40 - Tel Pere Tel Fils: A com¬ 
edy series. 

7:00 - News in French. 

7:15 - AujourdTiui en Jordaie: A 
local magazine by Saleh Madi. 

WEDNESDAY 

6:00 - Panlque aux Caraibes: 
A detective series. 

7:00 • News in French. 

7:14 - French Varieties. 

THURSDAY 

5:45 - Molierissfmo: A pro- 


6:10 - Des Cblffres et Des Lit- 
tres: A game show. 

6:30 - La Chance aux Chan¬ 
sons: A variety programme. 

7:00 - News In French.' 

7:15 - French Varieties.' 

FRIDAY 

5:25 - Le Grand Restaurant; 
A French feature film about die 
restaurant frequenced, by most 
notorious people until one day a 
president of a South American 
country disappears. 

7:00-News m French. 

7:15 - Contact Magazine; A 
documentary magazine..!L ; , 



'Total Recall’ 

RATING:*** and a half. 

THERE MAY be people who overlook the Arnold Schwarzeneg¬ 
ger performance in "Total Recall" — who think he isn’t really 
acting. But the performance is one of the reasons the movie 
works so well. He isn't a superman this time, although he fights 
like one. He's a confused and frightened innocent, a man be¬ 
trayed by the structure of reality itself. And in his vulnerability, 
he opens the way for "Total Recall” to be more than simply an 
action, violence and special effects extravaganza. 

There is a lot of action and violence in the movie, and almost 
every shot seems to embody some sort of special effect. This is 
one of the most complex and visually interesting science fiction 
movies in a long time. But the plot, based on a story by (he great 
sci-fi writer Philip K. Dick, centres on an intriguing idea: What 
would happen if you could be supplied with memories? If your 
entire "post,” right up until this moment, could be plugged into 
your brain, replacing the experiences you had really lived 
through? 

Thai's what seems to happen to Quaid, the Schwarzenegger 
character in "Total Recall," although at times neither he nor wc 
can be quite sure. Wc meet him in a future world where he lives 
in a comfortable- apartment with his living blond wife and goes 
off to work every day at a construction job. His life seems idyl¬ 
lic, but he keeps having these dreams about Mars — dreams that 
finally inspire him to sign up with a strange kind of travel .agency 
lhaL provides you with the memory of a vacation instead of a real 
one. 

What they do is strap you into a machine nnd beam the memo¬ 
ries into your mind, so that iL seems utterly convincing to you 
that you've been to Mars and done some dangerous spying there 
and fallen in love with the brunette of your specifications (Quaid 
specifics she be "athletic, sleazy and demure"). Before long, sure 
enough, Quaid seems to be on Mars, involved in some secret-spy 
stuff and in the arms of his custom-ordered brunette (Rachel Tic- 
olin). 

But is this a packaged memory or a real experience? The mo¬ 
vie toys tantalizingly with the possibilities, especially in a scene 
where a convincing doctor and Quaid's own wife (Sharon Stone) 
"appear" in his dream to try to talk him down from it. Mean¬ 
while, the plot — dream or not — unfolds. Mais is in the midst 
of a revolutionary war between the forces of Cohaagen, a mer¬ 
cenary captain of industry (Ronny Cox), and a small band of 
rebels. There is a mystery involving a gigantic reactor that was 
apparently built by aliens on Mars a million years ago and has 
been uncovered during mining operations. And can the brunette 
trust Quaid — even though he doesn't remember that they were 
once lovers? 

"Total Recall" moves back and forth between various versions 
and levels of reality, while at the same time filling its screen with 
a future world rich with details. The red planet Mars is created in 
glorious visual splendour, and Lhe inside of the Mars station 
looks like a cross between Times Square and a submarine. 
Strange creatures pop up, including mutants, weird three- 
breasted strippers and a team of hit men led by Richter (Michael 
Ironside), Cohaagen's most vicious lieutenant. 

The movie is wall-to-wall with violence, much of it augmented 
by special effects. Even in this future world, people haven't been 
able to improve on the machine gun as a weapon of murder, even 
though you'd imagine that firearms of all kinds would be out¬ 
lawed inside an airtight dome. There are indeed several sequenc¬ 
es in which characters are sucked outside when the air seal is 
broken, but that doesn't stop the movie’s villains from demon¬ 
strating the one Inevitable fact of movie marksmanship: Bad 
guys never bit their target, and good guys never miss. 

Not that it makes the slightest difference, but the science in this 
movie is laughable throughout. Much is made, for example* of a 
scene where characters find themselves outside on Mars and im¬ 
mediately begin to expand, their eyes popping and their faces 
swelling. As Arthur C. Clarke has written in an essay about his 
"2001," a man would not explode even in the total vacuum of 
deep space. (What's even more unlikely is that after the alien re¬ 
actors are started and quickly provide Mars with an atmosphere, 
the endangered characters are spared from explosion). 

Such quibbles — and pages could be filled with them —- sore 
largely irrelevant to "Total Recall," which is a marriage between 
swashbuckling space opera, and the idcaa of;the driginal PhlUp 
Dick story. Ine movie was directed by Paul Verboeven, whose 
credits range from The Fourth Man" ;to . i ta Robp 9 op,"-.and he Is 
skilled at creating sympathy for characters even within the over¬ 
whelming hardware of a story like (his. That'S where Schwarze¬ 
negger is such a help. He could have stalked and glowered 
through this movie and become : a figure of fun, but instead, by 
allowing himself to seem confused and vulnerable, be provides a 
sympathetic fcehtre for plltite ftigh-tech spectacle, v' f > 
















































Leisure 


SPORTS FROM 
THE PRESSBOX 

By Lee Lerner 

The 1990 baseball season has 
been good to Pennsylvania. 

In Philadelphia, Lenny Dyksira 
tinkered around the .400 mark and 
got himself a shot on the cover of 
sports' most popular weekly. All 
the while, the Phillies have been 
holding their own in the NL Cast. 

But the real news in chat divi¬ 
sion has been the startling play of 
the Pittsburgh Pirates, who arc 
conjuring up memories of the 
city’s championship teams of the 
’60s and ‘70s. 

The strange thing about it, 
(hough, is that the Bucs really 
weren’t supposed to be one of the 
teams to beat this year. Alter all, 
the Pirates were nut the defending 
division champions, and they 
didn't go mu and get themselves a 
Frank Viola. 

What die Pirates did get is 
healthy. They have managed to 
stay relatively injury-free, some¬ 
thing they lmd a great deal oftruu- 
ble doing last season, when they 
lost almost 600 player-games to 
the injury bug. 

Also helping their cause has 
been the pitching of Neal Heaton 
and Doug Drabck. Heaton won 
eight of first nine starts, while 
Drabck had won seven games by 
the start of June. 

Pirates out fielder K.J. Reynolds 
says the club has the right attitude 
to win a lot of games. 

•‘The biggest thing to me is this 


ON SALE TODAY By Cjiol Sherman 


team has winning desire,” Reyn¬ 
olds said. "We just don’t think 
we're u good team, weXvroir we’re 
a good team.” 

For the most part, Manager Jim 
Lcyland concurs. 

“I know this is the best club I've 
had since I’ve been here," Lcyland 
said. 

Now what remains to be seen is 
if the Pirates' best will be good 
enough in the NL East this year. 

SPORTSUNE 

By Dale Dunlap 

The tournament begins. In ten¬ 
nis, there really is only one tourna¬ 
ment: Wimbledon. What wc see 
the next fortnight will be woven 
into the historic tapestry that is (he 
All-England Club in Wimbledon, 
England. 

The other grand slam events try 
hard to catch up to the prestige of 
"The Lawn Tennis Champion¬ 
ships" hut fall short. Even with¬ 
out Chris Evert this year, the 
storylines for the participants still 
appear strong. 

Will Steffi lira!' shake off the 
allergy (hut hampered her play in 
the French Open? Can young 
Monica Seles harness the talent to 
mount the challenge to Graf that 
Gahriela Sabatini has hecn unable 
to do? And how far will teen sen¬ 
sation Jennifer Capriati go on the 
English stage now that she has 
proven herself at the French? 

On the men’s side, there arc 
even more quest ions. Ivan Lendl 
still hasn’t won here. He's tried 
everything, including skipping it, 
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IF YOU ORDERED 
"DONDURMA" 

IN ISTANBUL, 
TURKEY, WHAT 
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Who said :' to me, old age 
>5 always is years older 
_ THAN X A M " ? 

I/VHAT FAMOUS' POP"SINGER ~~ 
fWHEN 6 YEARS OLp) WAS THE FIRST 
TO CROSS THE TRIBORO BRIDGE 
IN NEW YORK CITY WITH MAYOR 
_LA GUARDI A? 


ans: 


20 THE STAR 


HJnawa a^-naag X / a wSlfi'^ 


Sports facts _ 

Tofhpaying baseball teams 

Teams with highest average salaries In - 
each major league division: 

ay ALWest 

|M Kansas City Royals $821,000 

@ NLEnt 

New York Mats $762,0001 

xck ALEast 

Boston Rad Sox $738,0001 

/& NLWest 

LA. Dodgers $689,0001 

SOURCE: Philadelphia Inquirer 


to no avail-losing in 1986 to Bo¬ 
ris Becker and in 1987 to Pat Cash 
In the finals. There seems to be no 
excuse for him to lose again. But 
m England, his play looks as If 
he's in a London fog. 

Then there is Swede Stefan Ed- 
berg, who is 1-1 against Boris 
Becker in the Inst two finals. After 
being swept in straight sets last 
year, Edberg is determined to re¬ 
gain the title he won from a 
stunned Becker in 1988. His play 
hav shown steady improvement of 
laic. 


But Becker remains the favor¬ 
ite. Grass is his surface, and after 
appearing in four of the past five 
finals, he has his sights on his 
fourth Wimbledon plate. No mat¬ 
ter how distracting the British 
press has been to him, "Boom- 
Boom" has stayed focused on 
Centre Court. 

And if Graf wins the women's 
title for the third straight year, it 
could be another West German 
double. More history for a hal¬ 
lowed sports treasure. 




By Joel Zarrow 

Whitney Houston is planning to jump from the wax 
to the silver scree n come fall. Houston is all set for her 
debut in "Disappearing Acts," a 
” r, "‘ s i*r project that was developed 
expressly for her. But the two-time 
J* Grammy winner isn’t turning her back 
®H 0n her sin fi in S career — she'll have 
one or two numbers in the film and her 
^ W1 ^ k e in the stores on Sept. 
‘ 5 ’ Bui wit ! 1 lhe formation of her Nip¬ 
py Production Co. and the recent sign- 

Century-Fox M ^ 

big Screen ^han’on “v* " her more ° a tha 

Bro!h,r< el McD . oaald ’ besl known as one of the Oooble 
Brothers, says he wants to continue doing solo work 

iSffSf ° r , ,he when he colTaborates 

with Paui LnBeMe a | Ck d ,r g lhe ' 0n My °' m ' du « 
r r.i, , . Belle and aa a 'bum with Janies Ingram but 

feint was time to step forward as a solo artist- before 

hStSTST" McDonald ' "hose "Wfe * » 

a ,K dlsk J IS now 0n Stands, reveals that he 
has a three-record deal with Warner Rmc a a i 

ready lo jST Brown wa * P acked a "d 

Carolina to record a remake ?f ‘‘T/?i jff " 110 i “ B So fr u, . h 
Town," but a Paramour,. ~ B ? yS are Back in 
•dm to do things Hkesoeak T“ h « "They want 
drug abuse nouoout and ? * hools about lhe P erjls of 
Instead, Paramow?Stidta« V ™“*? and wording.” 
recorded by Mtc Busbovs f« ^ USm8 Same tit,e lrack 
The Pointer Sisters arp onglrial Hours." 
the release of their world with 

but sister BulhPoInlcr fays T Motown * 

their new album “We’J vi* hinges r on the success of 
for a little wh™ " 7hl “H 1 of the ■"“iistream 

what direction the album uT’ " we 11 hava ‘° see 
going to tukeus. For now we*eTifst° ®° and , where it,s 

our casino dates in LasVesas I iVi f ! 810 keep doin 8 
Ciiy." vegaSl Lake Tahoe and Atlantic 


TOP POP SINGLES 

L Hold On, Wilson PhiBbi sat 
I^.Must Have Been LnvSS, 

3. Step By Step, New Kids on 
Block . Columbia lhe 

A. Vogue, Madonna, Warner Bros 

5. Poison, Bell Biv DeVot, MCA 

6. Sending All My Love, Linar 

Ailanuc ' 

7. All I Wanna Do Is Make Ldvck. 
You, Heart, Capitol 

8. U Can’t Touch This. M.C. Him- 
mer, Capitol 

9. Alright, Janet Jackson, A&M 

10. Nothing Compares 2 U, Sinnd 
O’Connor, Ensign 

TOP POP ALBUMS 


1. Brigade, Heart, Capiiol 

2. Plcnsc Hammer Don't Hurt 'Em, 
M.C. Hammer, Capitol 

3. Poison, Bell Biv DcVoe, MCA 

4. I Du Nut Wnnl What I Hswi't 
thil, Sinead O'Connor, Ensign 

3. Pretty Woman, Soundtrack, EMI 

6. Violator, Depcche Mode, Sire 

7. Soul Provider, Michael Bolton, 
Columbia 

8. Fear of a Black Planet, Public 
Enemy, DEF Jam 

9. .Innet Jackson’s Rhythm Nation 
1814, Janet Jackson, A&M 

10. Shut lip and Dance, Paula Abd¬ 
ul, Virgin 


TOP COUNTRY ALBUMS 


1. Country Club, Travis Trm, 
Warner Bros. 

2. Killin' Time, Clint Black, RCA 

3. Pickin' On Nashville, The Ken¬ 
tucky Headhunters, Mercury 

4. RVS Ill. Ricky Van Shelton. 
Columbia 

5. No Hnldin’ Back, Randy 7m i. 
Warner Bros. 

6. Here in (he Real World. Alar, 
Jackson, Arista 

7. Willow in the Wind. Kathy,Mat- 
ten. Mercury 

8. Highwayman 2, H/ffiv. Il’jita, 
Johnny t f Kris, Columbia 

9. Lone Wolf. Hank tt'tBum Jr.. 
Warner Bros. 

10. Leave the Lighls On, Lome 
Morgan, RCA 

TOP VIDEO RENTALS 

1. Sen of Love. M Parine. Btka 

Barkin , MCA/Universnl Hon* »»• 
eo (R-I989l n .. 

2. Back l» lhe Future Part 11. »■ 
chart J. Cot. Chrritopher 1WJ 
MCA/Universnl Home Video IP j 

3? Look Who's Talking. Ajjjj 
volt a, Kirstie Alley. 

Home Video (PG-I3J989I 

4. The Lillie Merniald. 

Wall Disney Home \ideotu-i . 

5. Dead Poets Sncielj. 

Hants, Touchstone Home 
(PG-I989J 

6. se\, lies, and vldeolapf. M* c! 

Spader. Andie MacDenel. 
/Cnlumbin Home Video (R-W™ 

7. Dlnck 

Andy Garde, Paramount 
Video (R-1989) 

8. The Abyas. Ed Harris, 
trantonio, CBS-Fox Video (P 
1989} 

9. Honey. 1 Shrunk 
Moranis, Walt Disney Home 
(PG-1989) 

10. Field of fcWjffijSS 
Amy Madigan , MCA Home 

(PG-1989) • 


Leaving? 
Partying? 
Celebrating;' 
Drop us a; Une~.tow 

People, PO Box 93»' 

Aflunafl'jOf^ n * 






ACROSS 


1 Aclress Prentiss 
6 Hermngways 
sobnquet 
10 G-men 
t4 Han styles 
t5 Novelist 
Kingsley- 

16 Soviet sireani 

17 Sitcom add-on 

18 Supreme Court 
number 

20 Gaelic 

21 Speed 

22 Want 

23 Things with 
springs 

24 Route 

26 Enchantress 
30 Slippery one 
32 Metal beam 
35 Negatively 
charged atoms 
37 Ambassador or 
envoy 

40 Lenars to stars 


1 Wan 

2 Way off 

3 Wild o* 

4 Theater seciion 

5 Wood lor SkiS 

8 I Love a-;• 

1931 song 

7 Garnered 

8 Early inhabitant 
of Britain 

9Awiy 

to These otiengei 
hckled 

It Oily in lhe 
Keystone Stale 

12 Hamlet, e g 

t3 Snow vehicle 

is—Best of 
Carson 


42 Twut 1 2 and 20 

43 Surrounded 

45 Surpassing 
Comb form 

46 Sutfi.< with 
inchoative verbs 

47 Period 

49 Willow 

50 Soviet div 

52 Press 

54 Tear 

57 Golfer Palmer 

59 In the center 

63 Jewish month 

64 Card-game 
phrase 

66 La Boheme" 
heroine 

67 First victim 

68 Dance of 
Bohemian origin 

69 Kind of mother 
or son 

70 Word on a towel 

71 Appease 


DOWN 


23 Former name of 
Varanasi. India 

25 Wing part 

26 Bistro 

27 Silly 

28 Collar woes2 

29 Peanuts." e g 
31 Kindled 

33 Slrad competitor 

34 E Indian cereal 
grass 

36 Caesar from 
Yonkers 

38 Vim 

39 Haw before 
1959 

41 Novelist Harper 


!S! 9 | lliu Him 


HH11I Hli oiial 

1991 III illHIMUi 



44A.A -zarididaie 
48 Gazelles ot 
Arabia 

51 Rani s spouse 

53 Finished, to 
Keats 

54 Bellweiherc 

55 Redact 
56.Appoint 

58 Gown 

59 G I truant 

60 Factory 

61 Actress-wriler 
Chase 

62 June 6.1944 

85 Baden-Baden is 
one 


Solution 


gonna □□□□ aaaa 
□□□aa E3E]ii0 naan 
QEJB0C1E3HE1BQ HIICIB 

B00B aaaaa; aaaig 

0 n 000 * 00 n naani i 
□0O000 □OBBSEiai 
Qonoaann 0000001 

000 D 0000 000 Q 00 
■0000 00Q 30000 
I 000 0030 
000O Q00D0 □12103 
□□□0 D3000023OH3 
[21D0D Q00H 03aaa 

0000 0000 QQQQQ 


♦ Jordan Bridge 4 

7 mAH.kkkk i .iH.k i .tm M 0 


Careful ones will make it 


ifchuP^iT 0Ur we discussed - among other 

gs - the play of some suit combinations. 
cnnrHf V f ry i^PoHant subject which should be the 
in 0 ,5™ °f every competitive player. I am not push- 
dan n-?' >ject * il kec P s on coming up during the Jor- 
Hnage Association (JBA) weekly duplicates, 
-nti?” camo U P *wo weeks ago and was mis- 
p ayed one of our verv cood Dlavere fVQPT 


(WEST) 

*AQ 

^876 

♦J4 

♦AKQ93 


of our very good players (VGP) 

(EAST) 

*K64 

VA5 

♦A 109753 
*82 


VC* bid all the way up to 6 ^ reaching lo a 
as l ® m (76% without a heart lead but as little 
diamrwrf , l 1 ®" 1 WflS led )- How do you play this 
Thfk d ^. mbmatIon *8 spado load? 
per. ° ldci ing of the hand is another interesting as- 
que?Jr,»i!, e Y 5 m S lest “d most straight forward se¬ 
ine a ^ But dlis sequence may risk miss- 
w ilh Easfs hand ** 1 611 appropriate hand that fils 

ihm S f f ?. t ! r ^ Uraice “ IN-2N-3D-3N where 2N is 
After ,ui 3D 811(1 3N ls a sond balanced hand, 
like; ^ so< l U0I1ce West’s hand is something 

* K&4 * AK972 or even a little bit 
74 ' 681 wil1 Qie slam and; reach to, 6 f or even 

he ^I^a^SJ5 > ( ^ re8ai ^ ll1 ' g aod^ hand * 

10 016 diamond aMhbinatipn, how djd you 1 

dioanSdie fj fn»n hand, covwed with 
■ — ^ 88(1 *A, b ut he had to lose two diamond's 

l 1 JU NBi99o ; ' v -If ; 


tricks to the 4K and 48 since the 4Q was singleton 
with the North player at his lefi, and he went down 
one. 

If we isolate lhe diamond combianiion, then it 
would not make any difference what diamond you 
play from your hand in almost all cases but if the 4K 
or 4Q were singlton with North then playing the 
small diamond not the 4J is the correct play. 

Practically there is no distribution where starting 
wilht he 4J could be correct. 

The full hannd was: 


*975 3 
VJ432 

♦Q 

*10754 

N 

W E 
S 


*AQ2 

V876. 

♦J4 

♦AQ93 


*K64 

VA5 

♦A 109753 
*82 


*J108 
V KQ109 
* K862 
*J 6 


After he went one down, the VOP face was as red 
as the + J. face, but for his credit, he was the first to 
admit bis "Unforgivable laziness" as he described It 
later...' 

The hand was brought to my attention by an ambi¬ 
tious ypurig lady AYLi who played the hand in 3N, 
escaped the heart lead and played a small diamond 
towards dummy lo make twelve tricks.. 

Bpth the VGP and the AYL names shall be kept 
anonylnous, each for different reasons. 


WEEK’S 


By Joyce JiJlson 

Weekly l ip: A week of fantastic beginnings. Calm 
descends upon tense .simillions. Many wooers could Ret 
the courage to ask for a first date. 

Arles (March 21-April 19) Many opportunities, activ¬ 
ities as this week flics by. Family’s coming for weekend. 

Taurus !April 20-Muy 20) You've got (lavcliii’ on 
your mind. 13m pleasure trips need financial planning. 

iicmmi (May 21 -June 21) Personal new moon week is 
opportunity plus. 

Cancer (June 22-.Tiily 22) Continue to research those 
goon ideas. Great comaradcrie restores perspeeiive. 
Partner comes up with great ideas Tor fun. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Social commitments will domi¬ 
nate. The boss is ready for your innovative suggestions 
Dress right all week. 

Virgo {Aug. 23-Scpi. 22) Week full of meetings, 
parties, plans. News from long distance. Legal matter is 
.settled. 

Libra (SepI. 23-Oci. 23) Romance blooms, so dress 
, SUa -'ess. I-muling is available for special needs at 
home. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) Attitude has much to do 
w,lh health. Pun tiers are important all week: Let spouse 
or partner air their views. 

StiglKiirius (Nov. 22-Dee. 21) Young people inspire 
you. Study ways to improve quality of life with proper 
nutrition. ' 

C'liprieiirn (Dee. 22-Jnn. 19) l-irst pan of week give 
laniilv as much time as possible. Complete projects that 
are close to your heart. 

Aiiuiarfiis (Jan. 211-leh, 18) Pressure is easing at 
wnrk. You’to expanding circle of friends and business 
contacts. 

Pisces (leh. I‘>-Murcli 20 ) You're sensitive about 
money. Wait m iiiuke real decisions or buliuice 
checkbook. 

If You Were Hum This Week 

I mie in pul old emotional aches and pains behind 
you. lime sees piokvt go forward. Riuutces will im- 
pmu- in July. Chance to reconcile with fainilv in 

August. 


MflQICWORD 


v°mT,° J P t AY: Rofld ,hB liBl ol words - Look al lhe puzzle. 
You It find thesa words In all dlrecllons — horizontally, verti¬ 
cally, diagonally, backwards. Draw a circle around each lot- 
ter o a wordfound In the puzzle, then strike II of It he list. 
Ci’cl nfl II will show e letter has been used but will leave It 
visible should It also lorm pan ol another word. Find the bio 


w '.r .C , o" uBitio wo ms are circled, you II 

oi ,6,lBrB leM They'll spell oul 

SUMMER VACATION (Sol,: 8 Idlers) 

A-Airplane, August, Away; B-Baggage, Bicycles; 
C-Cruise; D-Dancing, Dine, Drive; F-Family 
Fishing; G-Games, Golf; H-Historical, Hotel, 
Humid; L-Lake; M-Meet, Money, Motel; N- 
Nice; O-Ocean; P-Pack, Photos, Pleasant, Pool; 
Q-Quilm; R-Reservation, Resort; S-Shore, 
Shorls, South, Suitcase, Sunny, Swimming; T- 
Tennis, Tickets, Together, Tourist, Travel, Tropi¬ 
cal; W-Wild 


This Week's Answer: POSTCARD 


SELCYCI B 
E L ACI P OR 
MS HORT S O 
ATS UGUAD 
GOLFTSI N 
AYE NOMES 
I NTQUI E T 
RNOHRNAE 
PUHWI'PHO 
LS HI S TOR 
A AR L T OGE 
NPKDTNAS 
ES T-E KCI T 
T R O S E; R D A 
GNI MMl WS 


AGG A 
TRAV 
A D MS 
I P OO 
NETU 
P T E T 
E AL H 
COCD 
TOSK 
I CAL 
THE R 
AE LP 
Y A WA 
NCI N 
HO RE 


GE C 
E L E 
Y S C 
L U I 
I I N 
MT O 
AC I 
F AT 
I S A 
SEV 
HER 
I VE 
Ni S 
GRE 
S DR 


































■ Algerian . 

641271/2 

J 

| Arab Republic of Yemen 642381 


Australian... 

637246/7 


Austrian Embassy. 

....674750 


Bahrain .... 

... 664148 

•1 

Belgian . 

... 675683 

1 

Canadian..... 

... 666124 


Chilean. 

. 661336 


Cyprus Honorary Cons. 

... 642653 


Czechoslovakian . 

... 665105 

1 

Danish Consulate Gen . 

... 622324 


Finnish Consulate. 

....623443 


French . 

641273/4 



....689351 

! 

German D.R. 

.819351/2 

! 

Greek . 

.. 672331 



. 674916 

.j 

Indian ..... 

....637262 


Iraqi . 

... 639331 


Italian . 

... 638185 

, ; i 

| Consulate Gen. Ireland.. 6308781 

Jf 

1 Japanese. 

.6724 86/7 


V'^tL *t JV .-■}. • '* ■* * * 

V.*>$LJ ? ’? >'.•*’ s' -/ 


„ -s 

mtm- $ 


Yugoslavian.66510? 

Kuwaiti.675135/8 

Libyan.666118 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan.641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

Indonesian.828911 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Consulate .637164 

Pakistani.622787 

People's Rep. of Chino.666139 

Phillipincs. 64516] 

Polish. 637153 

0-iiar.644331/2 

Koinnnian .667738 

Saudi Arabian. 814154 

South Korean.66(1745/6 

Spanish .622140 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish .669177/9 

Swiss.686416/7 

Syrian. Ml076 

Tunisian.674307/8 

Turkish .641251 

United Arab Emirates. 644369 

United Kingdom.823100 

United Slates of America.. 644371 

USSR.641158 

Delegation of the EEC.668191 

UNDP .668171/7 

UNRWA. 669194/8 

Far East Com. nff. (Taiwan). 

. 671530 

UNICEF. 629571 

Con. of Sri Lanku.645312 


Arab Air Cargo.674V9U95 

Aeroflot.641510 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .675888/9 

Air Lanka .655377/651799 

Alliialia. 625203 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines..637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Airways .641430 

China Airlines.637380 

Cathey Pacific.624363 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Egypt Air. 630011 

Emirates Airlincs.662141/67832! 

Gulf Air. 653606/656616 

Hungarian Airlines. 639295 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iraqi Airways. 628596/628598 

Japan Air Lines .630879 

K.L.M .622175 

Korean Airlines.. 676624/662236 

Kuwaiti Airlines. 630144 

Libyan Arab Airlines .... 643831/2 

Lufthansa. 601744 

Malaysian Airline.639575/653446 

M.E.A. 636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

PIA . 625981 

Phillippino Airlines.670155 

Polish Airlines. 625981 

Qantaa.641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian... 678321 

Sabana Belgian Airlines. 675888 

■Saudia. 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines .... 6046-19 

Singapore Airlines. 676177 

Sudan Airlines. 662111 

Swiss Air (O.S.A.).642943 

Swiss Air. 629831 

Syrian Air.622147 

TAKCOM- Rumanian.637380 

Thai Airways. 604649 

Trans World Airline. 623430 

Turkish Airlines ...659102 

Ycinccnia Airways. 628175 

Yugoslav Airlines.604911 


[Queen Alia Airport (08)53200 
22 THE STAR 


Cultural centres 

Royal Cultural Centre.. 661026/7 
American Centre Library. 641520 

British Council. 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute. 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centra...... 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre .. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Haya Arts Centre.665195 

Hussein Youth City.667181/5 

Y.W.C.A. 641793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Mun. Library.637111 

Lfniv. of Jordan Library.... 834555 


Shakltsshir. 668958 

Al-Jabol .606669 

Kftda .665161/665153 

AI-LaM.813554 

National.639197/8 

Nobo. 816792 

Petra. 605501 

Rabbit Amman. 672424 

Al Ritual. 639861 

Al-Sumcr.771707 

Sul elite.625767/621471 

Sutr... 604904 

Tigar. 671931 

Trust. 673312 

Al-Waha .674105 

Abu Degge.644642/644906 

Amin Jitnrnr (Avis).670498 

Ammon. 666327 

Arabian.641350 

Avis-Jarrnr.08/51000 

Hudget .601230 

De'as. 669970 

Dirani .660601 

Europe ar.601350/80 

General Services.674100 

Gulf.. 660902 


m* 



Algeria... 

Argentina.. 

Buenos Aires 1 

Australia.. 

Adelaide 8 
Brisbane 7 
Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3 
Perth 9 
Sydney 2 

Austria.. 

Vienna 222 

Bahrain. 

Belgium. 

Antwerp 3 
Brussels 2 

Brazil.. 

Rio de Janeiro 21 
Brazilla 6 l 

Bulgaria. 

Sofia 2 

Canada.. 

Ottawa 613 

Chile. 

Santiago 2 

Cvpms. 

Nicosia 21 

Czechoslovakia. 

Prague 2 

Denmark.. 

Copenhagen (Inner) 1 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

! Ecuador... 

Quito 2 

E RyR>.. 

Cairo 2 

Eire. 

Dublin 1 
Cork 21 

Finland. 

Helsinki 0 

France.. 


Cinemas 

Concord. 

Rainbow. 625155 

Opera.. 675573 

Pl&Zft tmmtttnt .. 674111 

Philadelphia. 634144 

Nijoum.675571 

Sports Clubs 

Al Hussein Sports City.667181 

Orthodox Club.810491 

Royal Automobile Club... 815410 

Royal Shooting Club..736572 

Royal Chess Club.. 673713 


Amman 



.798181 

Philadelphia. 

. 663100 

.. 660100 


.660000 

Jerusalem . 

Intercontinental.... 

.665094 

. 665186 

Comm odors . 

.665181 

. 667150 


. 661121 

Tyche . 

.661114 

. 841712 

San Rock. 



Alia Gateway.(08) 51000 

Amra . 815071 

Plaza .674111 

Aqaba 

Holiday Int'l...312426 

Miramar.314340 

Al-Cazar.314131 

Coral Beach.313521 

Aquamarine 1.316250 

Aquomarina II.315165 

Aqaba .314091 


Emergencies 

Amman govemorate..91228 

Amman Civil Defence... 198, 199 

Civil Defence Irbid.271292 

Civil Defence Dept.661111 

Ambulance...193,775111 

Amman fire bridgade.198 

First aid. 630341 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Civil Defence resuce.630341 

Police rescue.621111, 637777 

Police headquarters. 639141 

Traffic police... 896390 

Electric Power Co.636381/4 

Water complaints. 897467 

Queen Alia Airport.(08) 53200 

RJ Flight Info.,(08)53200 

Hospitals 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Khalcdi Maternity.644281/6 

Akleh Maternity.642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman.636141 

Palestine, Shmeisani.664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital. 669131 

University Hospital_ 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital.667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali.. 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali.. 664164/6 

Italian-Al-Muhajreen. ....777101/3 
Al-Bashir, Ashrafich....775111/26 

Anny, Marka..891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital.602240/50 

Amal Hospital.674155 

General 

Jordan Television.77311/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism. 642311 

Hotel complaints. 605800 

Price complaints.661176 

Telephone Information. 121 

Jordan and Middle East calls... 10 
Repair service.623101 


Editorial & advertising telephone 
number: 648298 

Distribution: Jordan Distribution 
Agency, telephone: 630191 



Paris 1 

G SZti w * 0 >. 49 

Greece.. 3 q 

Athens/Pirseus 1 

India. o, 

Banglorc 8 l 2 
New Delhi 11 
Bombay 22 

And all cities with area codes be¬ 
ginning with 1,2,3,4,5,6,7, & 8 , 

Indonesia. £•> 

Jakarta 21 . . 

i*Jy.. 

Rome 6 

*23337. 964 

.. 

K ew«.. 

Nairobi 2 

Kuwait,. o« 

Tripoli 21 . . 

Malaysia..,.....,..,. «v 

Kuala Lumpur 3 

Mexico. ! m 

Mexico City 5 ■. z 

Morocco....... 91 , 

Rabat 7 

Ncalherlands. •-n 


Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 10 

North Yemen. 967 

Al Bayda 6 
Hodeidah 3 
Sanaa 5 
Taiz4 

Nigeria... 234 

Lagos 1 .. 

Norway. A n 

Oslo 2 .. 

Oman. q<o 

Pakistan..~. 92 

Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 
Peshawar 521 
Rawalpindi/Islamabad 5 1 

Paraguay. 595 

Asuncion - 54 

Pent. ,, 

Lima 14 . 

Philippines. <0 

Poland. 

Warsaw 22 

. 974 

Romania. 40 

Bucharest 0 

Saudi Arabia. 966 

Al-khobar 3 6 

Al-Madina 4 
Dammam 3 
Jeddah 2 
Mecca 2 
Riyadh 1 

... 34 

p*rc?lona 3 
1 Madrid 1 



v'JC: 


Folklore Museums Jewelry w 
costumes over 100 years old jE 
mosaics from Madaba and W, 
C4lhtol8thecntiiriM).TheR OI ^ 

Theatre, Amman. Opening^, 

crab. p,m ' remd ' Tit 

Jordan ArchaeologicalMuseum 
Has an excellent collection ^ 
antiquities of Jordan. Jahst u 
Qal'a (Citadel HU1). (W 
tours: 9 tun - 5 p.m.). OosSW 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contenj. 
portin' Islamic artists from most of 
the Muslim countries, andacoDec- 
tion of paintings by 19ih century 
Orientalist artists. Muniazah. Jabal 
Welbdch. Hours 10 am.-1:30 p.m. 

Closed Tuesdays.Tel.630128. 






St. Joseph Church: (RomanCuh- 
olic) Jabal Amman, Tol. 624590 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Roman Catholic) Jabal Wdbdeti, 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church: (RomanCsih- 
olic) Jabal Hussein.Tel. 661757. 

Terrasanta Church: (Roman 
Catholic), Jabal Welbdch, mist in 
Italian every Saturday al 5:30pjn. 
Tel. 622366. 

Church of the Annunciation; 
(Greek Orthodox) Abdali. Tel. 
623541. 

Church of the Redeemer: Jabal 
Amman, Tel. 625383. 

Armenian Orthodox Church: 
Ashrafich. Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephrlam Church: (Syrian 
Orthodox) Ashrafich. Tel 771751. 

Amman International Church: 
(Interdenominational) meets at 
Southern Baptist School in 
Shmeisani. Tel. 827981. 

Church of the Good Shepherd: 
(Evangelical Lutheran) Um At- 
SummaqTel. 811295. 


Marbclln 52 

Majorca 71 M 

Sri Lanka... 

Colombo 1 

Sudan.* 

Khartoum 11 ^ 

Swcdon... 

Stockholm 8 ^ 

Syria...... 

Damascus 11 ggj 

Taiwan..—. 1 

Taipei 2 55 

Thailand.. 

Bangkok 2 216 

Tunisia... 

Tunis 1 90 

Turkey... . 

Ankara 4 


Istanbul 1 071 

UAE..... 

Abu Dhabi 2 
Ajman 6 . 

At Ain3 
Dubai 4 
Fujairah 70 
■ GhyathI 52 
Ras al JChainiali .. 

Sharjah 6 ... . 

Umm Al Quwain 6 / -. 44 - 

UK.. 

London 1 ■. 598 

Uruguay.. 

Montevideo 2 - . . J 

New York 212/?l8 ; . ; . 
Washington 232 ; '■ • ■ I 

Moscow 095 •: r'j '' -58 

: Vene*iela.i , /.:,i.i. 1 .;-M , v < |' ,, -T-. ■ 

-.'i 
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The Tar 


By GARY LARSON 






































































































































































































